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PQLITICaL reae—e 


ISTROD ACTOS’ SEeaees Oe aTTITUOS OF DereesTS. ree 
Paris SSPSIT tm FPreact Jee oo *-5 
‘Article ty Olivier “eagic. 


‘Test ) Soe cam oe ¢lecess tewigreticon’ Set is etet eey ceo of SL ecese LT. -* 
see sense of whet tome te eGogt is orger to svol¢ tte worst escesers of 
Sremetiseticon sow verging ot Gelirtu®, of te ebtage Fir eous Sreego~Er enc t2e 
norrers of the complecency of etict the Tastlomedi¢ left le oot erer eeere. 
Set rather, of ehow Sc we wart to epees, eho is iewolvet” Sec ety ts this 
goiemg so tetly et the presest tiae’ 


is ome truely soeeeing Of Lewigretion eter -* ie tele =o of the Terorlte tere 
of the extregist cecies of etic® et eccwrsed Frence "es 65 Seo BOmORS-F. 
Prence etic® is the fore eccerset since it ie the seb ject of escort, Bevicg 
veer stamefully sclf cut by the eterna! princes of sorelity? Te oreett". 
the cogplesit, eed tte Bistoric origias of recis® canmmet of foceset ca * ue 
(em igrects alone without Taleely “eoresenting S208 as the evpietory rictine of 
sll cer sotert fears. for@etting tet they ere iret, Tiret anc foresou’. 
(aeigrects, rether then cantigetes for the gallows and cteerinis: ger sec s* Lot 


ant fortheceore. ace of taleing of leeigretts stem o plamge cere ree one 
excessive irritation wit® « Frenct society etict is estaset of iteelf. to We 
goiet of forgettiag teat oll of os. seme of peasants 48% oF are. eefferet ‘2 
seme loeelte eat esperiencet. ©1547 oer fesilies. the temtlisetioss of 
(amigretion. when the Clee came to leere the lant of cur sacesters’ Tae ectoe 
ferert Decerties pet it segmificert.y is acTUEL. Ge $3): “Thirty «<llcweters 
from cer gentiectters witt their sagic, oS oer “ZF, _comtrolied cent Mousictg. 
ie 8 city «ft® « gepoletice of 5.006, Geteseroes, oF vere tetally feet bee 
So sews. for ther ¢1¢ cot reat, ent they ster t*ere soe »eceeee ther ere 
efretié of all the sews thrower at thee Oy the telerisior, eat this feer is 
relatet te the emreetrel fear of tLe wolf, Set elttoet th roots. tte leat. 
the stcce.” 


Set if we ere oll ieelgrests,. cet ome Oe Surprises at te gemere- soa! s9. ce 
prodecet by the fect thet the “hereie” the French Mesliae), the setlves of 
the DOM-TOM (Overseas Deperteents ent Territories... tm politica. rel apees. 
tose vee want to remeis “foreigners” is Prence, ttose eto Semanc citiseasnis. 




















#3 well a3 those who, alreass "SADE Lt. are all regerdes as \Seigrents, » 


“fore igners.™ iBC.SCriginatel, 


“aré to ¢ise PS. te neSelous *m city called *SSLgretion is sees as « "e+, 
“Bees labor force which is reflectes atetrectiv i- Stetisticgl curwes env 
Series of figures, or else tTeglcalily felt. BOLL omSlly experiences es * ees 
S@crificial wictis of [a2 Gemoms of crisis. Sither war, the S212" Ones 
ao° exist, S@imge ca@lowlatec anc [@ou.stes. or wOrvlag @9 the iowolucta-: actor 
-S @ tragedy whict tears “8 apart. Ge Goes aot “ave Sis owe bistory-<te is 
*3ee¢ to say Sotsiag. toc Seep Siiest.2 Swece Sorecrer. is the 'reditioas 
Se™@Tior of the -SS.6°@°* ioclwter .- "= sS2 lass a0 fo ee ent uy “eres. 
“S103 Bawe become true Soce.s it tt soere o¢ * Tew pears.* since 182 47871 or 
came 42 robles." Sefs- PSL SOGLttet Leto tee Presc® cogeesity. *re 
*SS.grest Se¢ to suffer “= S2.0sce, &© pay a vers "s@> ¢rice for #is 
wlegretion. in = wert: Ss@ imitiation -ites! caring e®ic® sis “will* was pet 
S@ republic. whi-- PelPegvest iy gave »S 232 rige@t te ex 
[ot Srivlleges of TSTi Sens TiS amt sationslity. at olf rerco.sticasa-y es 


Premce likes tc o'Smesirate these fisossaest ans "PSlte. SPlits. Thus +s. 
-SS.grert war SOtSing. Lefore owerci ge: "SOR iSg BOTeOTE. Pushes 2s «+. 
eslrege, this losi- -S Towed agaie is te ptetle® OF geBestis i= wick +k. 
-St@.ligest choice comes SOWS 5° & Super® alternet ‘re e. iter pou tecoe- 
Preac® em¢ you behave “eee Si. tie Freecheea, or you “shut > se @o Sere 


"ere $56 cage ¢ ." SOSt huste. <itter servile SSS. SL. atlas of lemeti s+. 


fortamately this SStitese is sulcige!l anc oe ocesegee, aot this sentlan~ 

Sr Gewet* sation ac Sager if comseistest «it> o=e* (3 Bappeticg * oder. re - 
SPOOR! 29 agitatec as “== Ents. coce cam vi tuseretes “Seles. tm lLowrtis of the 
-S880°S @o¢ reil aegeicest th soeeTC? OF & COmelstect POsLcy. Set ome st ast 
sowever a¢eit thet *SS. gst ice car xx ager Se lgsored “2Sterlceliy. for te 
-Slerrelatet reasons. “The 22:- *-eSest it the curreet casege.* Jes- ce 
“*..3 es farther of. “Soes ao* wees 52 Se to Se the rejectice oy [2OSe 6° 
arrives first soc °F the Freace PoP s.8tlom,. Set rete the crisis is the 
"S. COSSeeity whice -> .1380@¢ wit tte Sseeges ic the 
o S82 ieeigrests.” oO the one “amc, ‘22 isfegretion casecits «* 
Preset society tas eelleres s.ge Slows as « “'Se.t of the crisis i= the 
weltare state. as well as «he Tate of » “i@egioary repeblicas.* ete is +m 
Sore revereé gow that te is sssappeericg.” Is fect, the esusl BSectasics of 
-Ste@gretion is act SOeesmg Sell, amd the traditions! *Geer les of socializ st ior 
“Serc®. femily, sesisess. SSmeS.. SOLiticsl serties. trace lone) sre 
owl serisg. Yery Late in tie SoBe, s50ut teeir fel lures. SL°Sis this comtest. 
7ow COS cee Vail te emSerstaect< the retegec: S@ception te whict Ser Bele, 
-Oretis, whe chose Frea-- SST lomelitr, Dore witcess- 


“229 its Pro ees. ant is » Sore ege.lterlee “eT Oty of mer’ 


sowrver, tie -88. f° ets. oho ore eve e233 Teety to ser & vers Peavy enicrs fee 
=" @¥er sore ligites S872 professionel. e°S°.88tic). heave BORe* te Less 
Ser. So remeic it Pres. Tle Goes se seer [5st they oll weet tt. te a- 
Preec® citisess. Sec thes o¢ sere o- s=prececested sitwatiocoe: ac 
-SCPeSS ingly precarious proepect for tre¢iticoans! SPS. Sl.atioeg, to whic® ‘és. 
eoCec the gesire +. TwG2ic it Fresce sas *- *o3er* & Sresemce opec!s a2: 
Flows. Be are ic Sect 7. °oess.ng the eSergeoce of « cle of - 88 lgre* ior 











which iesists thet it Se callet Sy its pcoper seme, thet Lf Se “ese OTe He 
thet its degaents Se “ers. leeigretion is so longer cLaréestice, Sst IeBemes 


Tis mars® fect cammot se ¢isscciates from tae Le Pen effect me So (oF. 
it reflects: it wes igagioet toet Lesigretion «8s & *eaporerr setter. * 
4iffiecslt period to be gotten tarouge oy those is contact oitt it. & SHOrNT-§ 
dating Deck to the legitiaste periot of growte... Sof ome See to eéeit tie 
the iesigrests <¢1.¢ sot show any e4press Sesire to Sesart. Thea + wer a5 
foolis® as it was lost is sfvance was Geclaret. Ge wil. get DowDeET’ OF Hh 
“eet iff? Gee cat go Secs a8 far 9 coe wants, eves che..eee-"e ~** 
citisens@ip grectet Ls these recent peers, igwagiaicg Talse po.itice. cel pers 
everyubere. It will ge so good, for we wil. oe faces eit® the sisteric 
irreversibilite of tesigretion, wetic® will Se Serme cet Sy 8 feect em 
1966. secesse it sill iaéees Se secessary toe recogtise ‘ses %%s) Dee" 


ieeigrests ere sow Prenc® citisens and will so longer Sesitate te fot > Sar 


alree¢y Prenct. @o is French ant eto is a= ieeigrest® Sf - oF our footia 
completely! As to sellering ‘het ‘the eternal virtues of Fremem society. - © 8 
sslticeiterel ascect. stoelé settle all of this seccttiy. of fee “eer 
tese eed recognize teat “Be treciticeas: feres of istegretion sre ver? 
gecersliy ¢yictg oct. eet 89 OF Beet realistically sé@eit tmet t* sig sory 
ficw is telag Silccees. 


ft is iageed the cerrest ceefesice etic® sates it secesvery *o eer Frere 
seriously the recect propossls pertziciang to the rig * eote. etic® teve ‘te 
gecrit of seeking ‘to imcorporsete politice..y 6 geguisticon etict casmet *ipe"* 
everythiag from “respect for its culture.” Gy is there & Sore genic with 
regert tc ieeigretion’ Seceuse tte Lesigrests are se. t her Corel emers Ser 
fetere eseiallaetet citizems it te classic sense of the ters, ené go oe .* 
too gure acy Lcoeger st ‘ey ore. 


@it® regert to this Sistoric Gevelogwent wits its Sreretic e@otices, ‘oere are 
act Bass possid.e co@:.ssioces. The poorest iewolves cresting # Sictlom 
ceere is car culture amt there is theirs, tat of these people frog tr Ser..5 
countries (typicel of tee last asjor weve of ecosegic iasigretio eet its 
particularity of stich is sect teat it is suttiy eméereiciag See i rerse. see 
of cer little resetlic. Tres ome «llis two Sirés wit os stoce. isiee 
explaiss ererstticg. (from the currest stortcosizgs ie itetegretice to tt 
teesice it the French sodel of integration. Cultursliomw ‘eens its ©): a: 
Sedates of or igice amt identity are tte Las. Swery sen for sigse.t. is oo 
came of Islam. the Sepeblic, Fraemce, te “agrees. 


The tribelise emt the perticelerise for whict tse otsers sre f° fer" 
criticized ere is tre process of eséersiciag political esiverss.ien is oh 
Freect style. whict is succemdiag to the sieje of arguments shout © 
tepertie? Freect i¢ent:ty- for Freace is ect cherecterize¢ Sy * oe ters. 
identity, am cciginal source, « specific root, oe cither by the ested] i stmen* 
of @ politics! spece is which the Sitisess are ietepeeteet of the oommutitr °° 
beloeging. amc the recogniticos of the imdiviéwsl is isolated fro@ Sis ***.. 
origin. The fect that the isagiaery regutlices, the tre¢itionaal sccow's a 
syths which go slomg witt citivemship enc civic egucatica, are So .caeger o& 

















crecisble s@oalé sot Leet ts 8 searot for compensatory “cultursl® syths outsice 
tee pelitical resis. Sow this is indeot whet is Gappening with regard to the 
Setete co lamigretion. There is « tragic Siipgpage from political ‘i scourse, 
fros # reflection of the “sutlic welfare,” towards tints of comsesite igratit,y 
scervia islam is accused of all «ints of Derceriss, even Sefore recognizing 
[28% ome Sas iscees : ‘et to teem. Ss to the sew cefenters of secelar 
Tepe>. lcanmio®, ‘sep are serely Se<.0g 4 Show, even if they avroié Secosing 
Se. terelists, Seceuse they are sot TSCOSTL SL TE t5et “stiversalise sces sot 
repes: itself. Set is woe” (Michel artes. 


The gaejority of the suthors is this Lasce agree of °Hls poist: if iesigretice 
-3 7Y SrowSiiag to the Fremct comeciesce, it is seceause of the jeite 
SkperlLesoes DF S._Yereeliog is tee FPrenct festios ane its political eotdei. 
et Tar fiom Seing the “sicgle” couse of thet. 33.7 ello Seees Lt cecessaery 
te reflect ce the coméitions of SSlegrelion .essery, cc whether it cam any 
.omger be reQecet to the repel licac S99_Sllaticon of the past. of should viels 
So Ste Gictates of triteliss, etheliciss amc cultursliss.* Seice eoult ome 
Sows to festropieg the fragile ¢ivisions is Frese Society. e@ereia the 
“Seenees ls cecesserily politicel. eat ewes the POSSLSility of = politic. 
Spece iS SRic® tee isgivicusls So sot owige (e@selres of & Suection of their 
“ei terel ef filistios alcee, es well. is Lewis Dese:t erote CRITIQUE, Sar 
Sis “Per cee Presct), aeticeal swarecess is Sebortinetet. For the Preact 
-stiges, t@0@ ieé.si¢guel se! “S* @999T lL b..7 to 1 Semen species, ead bis 
SOeStcty if aot liswet to Sis pertlouler culture. The result teerecof is thet 
tae Premct@en idettiflies tis cot culture sitt the a. verse. cultere.* 


Ime shosl¢ s+ * et ¢ Sede te om Coe ~igtt to te ciffereat*® ts « 
foces ehict etil recu * oe "Sle leper. Set Lt epperettiy sertaias to os 
SLi, Prese® citisenrs onc iseigrests slice int ome c@m See at Sresest « 
peletel game of Gotge shies sleet ene ‘ec.75 0 «lle ome Lesigreticon fectice 
occe ts the lisits of the “culturslist* ¢iscsesicon ant iesilic tiy s¢eites thet 
-Stegreticog Bust tase iste scocount certeic rules of the politics! gase,'' 
recogeiset icecicgists | auc foremost to cigti-wine cle® sesgters!) are 
cmfwsiag tr? iveue ty allowing the selief thet Prence Geet ity is « setter of 
celtere. im sort. ome gust be Frese is orter to be Preece. Teloellem is 
=, Sel Got slweps ehere ote would eapert it! 


Postscript: This series, etict follows « certeic suebter of Special Leeces 

PROJET. Jemwary-Fetewaery '944; £5 TEMPS *IOEPSES. Sarct-April-fay 1964, 
“eorlates i= & potmet e@fition oy Jenoel it tite MEDIATIONS collection, 1985). 
So@s Sot pretect to Se exhaustive we ¢1¢ set choose t- isc lede 8 review of 
SL.) tae temigrest pepsletio-s) Sot Goes “alee some Pverstioms to wtic® seitaer 
"remem «ties 28.27% 7 "886.5 “. lerecvt. Beteer team eupphesise 
‘tere. cliilecemces. we ant 5° Sorwee tae pointe of Bisteric convergeace. 


The first eect secoed portions vere Tevlewes Sy the e¢itors of ESPSIT. waile 
sliles Eepel amt Sis col leegues toce TeSSosPiL Si lity for tee taird portice. 


- 














3. 





feel scorned because they could server get * Stersne for their 
complaiat, for their aggressive ‘ie8 of comeditation wit® tee iasig ss 
is or eleewrere? See 2.50 Oe Seer. 


sae spoke of foreigzers. creteer ‘se ‘am- 
grects. is igri: of 1966, ESPSIT cewotet = specta. tamer ce Forel goer? 


is Premce* (see the Sistoric article Sy ietoine from > thet isowr). 
1973, Juliette Minces pudlishet s sore entit.ec “Pore .gn goreers is 
Preace® (Seuwil). If the SSPRIT issue p.scVes Se Tr sch ities. 
refugees to some extent, /. “ioces c.er.y Bowwe the smift tousrs 
eoomom. = the issue of iapigreticn io tee oroter 


cy 

as mech tale stoet epigretion #* soe" \apilaretion’ 

This is the reasce for the importance of the eoree = ~ewe referers * 
stigmatise or to stylice ‘se LsagF of the lamigrect. stressing ioetees © or 
sigrstory crcles or Sescridicg se teores of wmpigrects .* See.ing ott 
histery (see F. Seseettc anc +. Sastecier. “isles "recep lattet,” pedi immer 


- 


oy EPO, Aetwer>. "904; Jacques Zatussrere: ane Suen cles, “Meterres « 
immigrests.” Sorcerers” Pebliceticoes. Paris. “'. 


Wet should it Se called? it in sm longer tse so-ce..6° *te@oer esr. 
igmigretice” (the tere uses for the Geficitive tamigreticon of She Seger 
sing of the cestury), “ir tae ecomemic uupiaretion regertes as emperiry. 
Apoerestiy. it is Sow pHroelree = erelatice to its scurte “s*>er ‘eam + 
a function of the Sost cowttry. "hes toe “i> oF “Hoc cee ‘i st iageisme» 
a Deropeas were, « Ses) ia cere anc toe corres slexetarr exwe etic® ic- 
cludes all of the Gaamet of the certs “em ->. * “wae. et " 
tamdle¢ *-e *t>er. 


To take bet cue example, the sumer of potentia. oF voters aBomg *reo-” 
citizens from the “egtre> “fo ere oF offsecing of sembers of (©. 
setive silitary coetingests amt toe forrige soreers sorn im Sorte &fricr 
is estimated at ° aillion oe .= “0mDS. 23 april ">’. 


See Laurent Coten-Taswgi, “The Law Siieout State--Om Jemocrecy (” 
Preance and in Seerica,” Paris, ?oF ‘Prencn Iniversity Press. 13s . 
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ISCREASE [S IEeOPE0RI4 STUDIED? 
Paris ESPRIT in Pre = Ae & oo 74-4" 
(article Dy Jacques Garces. 


‘Text ) To amalyse the rise of sesophodia smome *5* PORS-ar strats. goes .* 
seffice to recall that Preece is “eoet itt one of the Seevlest sures oF 
tesigretioe expertesces ics very .o7@ cise. to secrise the Gueretice of tre 
ecoeesic crisis te taet fect. or to stress thet (os 5oF © tiles. l\eree order 
cogpleses or Low-cost Douesing Del gm Sor >ooss, percentage (De 1 a8) erent 
popelation rep. suents “as sot ceaset So .SoreEs ‘(7% percest of the pope letion 
of the large comples etic® serves ss yer server fiel@. set coustiag te 
citisess of the DOM-TOH (Overseas Depertersts me Tercitectes))T Gee couic 
sise relate the sResosesoe sisterice..F. oF referring to the pertote of 
tension ehic® preceded the aneigilaetion of S* rari oes (seigroect oommeti" (+s. 


Sut whet, first of sll, is ec ie@xigrest’ Sho sre ‘se currestiy Taveres 
targets of semopg@motia, the rictiss of popular stigeeticeticon’ "he eoreers o* 
isterviewet sseweret “the Sleces” S90 “otlaens, +* fect. eto sete op 
percent of the popelation of the .arge coecies). tre tzese Fresct citi iene 
eit® « CatBelic culture ‘esigrests’ T> weterstent tee isege of to 
*teeigrest” for s population group eT o™ tefimes iteell as “aetive Preset.” 
see gust iaégeet seve is fiat the reped.ices gotel for the lategretion of 
(emigrants im tte satlon-otate. 


The Preach Model for the integration of -amigrertr 


Preact society. ao clearly emaipm * OF Pierre Gresice, Picwel TiSar-Comti..ot 
eat Jean Lecce,’ can de seficet a3 s cross Seteces s eniterianr state ame + 
selticuvltersl seciety,. or sgaic s enifying center ant « surrousding sector 
whicm quietly protects its culture. perticularities oa tte purip®ery. The 





S Tis test in seset ce to the results of « stuty cesling oit® te changes = 
popelar sociedility ent the socia: effects of the sew policy oit” regere “= 
low cost Soeeina seightertoots estedlimec oF '™ Seticoes| Commission for 
bei goo ot Social Development ceiies 5 -sDetout “oeetestoer. then toe 
Pesce Coemissioe). The research flel¢ wes & .aregr co@eples is te Paris 
region. 




















vepebiicam godel for the integration of issigracts, eomhicm sas fumctiones is 
seaclogous fasmice with this contradictory sisture, is tase on an igplici: 
SRSERSES VTich existed Setween the state ant the French people: 


--It fell to the state ant its SST ituticms to ensure ime support smd respect 
of te Premet citizenry. somcei ves = (he gemmer of sDetrect uti verssl ise. 


--[t fell te Society to preserwe its specific cultures! Siversities. while 
Tormally setmitt.ing to the sole of repesiiican wzity. 


~-it Sell to the inmigrasts to SGapt to this erticulation, wtic® was iageec 
OUD .e= Set SAS prowed its efficacy. 


itS regeré to the repgeblic S@Stitetions, the igeigrant ses so cholce Dut 
formal seeial lation, amt sbemcomm@ent in the civic ssece of any assertice of 
‘is tifferemces. The ¢emanméd for sé¢itions! rigmts whict would take sis 
caltursl ¢ifferemces inte sccowmt could sot be mecomei let wite the sodgel of 


Steg st lom-essiiel lation. 


Sc@ieviag citisee’s status, while it is « secessary som¢éitios. égces sot 


Mate. £9 © Tidom-Coreilict wrote: “The ters “immigrants” crings together 
‘= 8 single structure peoples of foreign origin ant groups of French asticeasls 
eSo i= Some cOSes Save Seer Fremct citizens for severa! cemteries the gest 
imSienas)* (op. cit.). It is teis seces Sefiaition of the “lesigrent™ se sare 
=aet ~ere. 


Selatiome Setwren “Metiee Premct [iti sees’ amt lapigrents 
Th aweresess of the “workers” enc that of the “lower si¢g¢le class™ are 
Sifferestiates wher it comes to sethocs of perceiving imegigrents oy the 


relative lgportence those ieterriewed is the t@O cetegorier assign to the 
TOCLems seem as Seing related to the oresemor of iamigracts. 


Sampling of #oreers (a eer Mistle Class Sespling (3) 


'. infium iste the territery '. Seeteal life 

2. Seetel life 2. G@ecetice 

3- Imstedility i. Infiem into the territory 
*~ Gvcetice ~ I[mstesility 


hile the working popslation expresses « strong feeling of being overrun and 
Sispossesset from its own territory. the lower sic¢le [lLa®s people emrmas i nec 
tme Si fficwulties amt prosless isterest i: the oo@aeditatioce of sopuiatice 
“etegor les ehich G2 sot stare the seme |i festyle. 


we Sige’ therefore fistingsia® two sain systems of thought. The first tekes 
cme [ors sf 3 pepular asticasiies SS5ce if Stroegiy semcyMceic in tome, while 
“ae secon is reletet to the Premct® sogel of ategreticn for iasigrents, snc 














is characterized Dy the streas >.acet om tae need for issigrents to Secose 
invisible, to Se sS59i281 ates. 


Kenopmo®ia Maong ‘me sorwers 


In amalysing the pericé Ortween 95°) anc Or, oH! sistorian “Michelie Permst 
soted: “The crisis aggravates & temOpmoole cae TOONS of which are ancient sme 
somolex. ‘Zcomomic rivalry ceawakens cultural amé ,olitiga- amtagonisas sm: 
sometimes leads to & weritaDle working *.289 nat iomal) %=.*? 


fter a centers, an¢ teasing iato sccount ‘se fect that the perioés, 5 
sociomistoric forsations, the scossequences of the crisis \seocial coverage . 
and the types of isaigration are ¢ifterent, i° is .steresting to aote, @ 
basis of our analysis of the content of the laterviews eit® the sanpiisse 3° 
worwers, that gajor linas comtinue ‘So enis¢ Det ween : 


the interiorization of the ecomogic crisis, ‘ss identity crisis an¢ woreer 
sociability; ané 


-<the crise of feelings of territoris. invasion ase iesecurity. sac tte 
gevelopment of working *1a33 “st lome.is® amc semOpMOo La - 


It is im fect signif: t. im view of the cherecteristics of tre sagpliing 
nigh level of semders of politica. groups and associations), thet we found sot 
an affirwation of a stromg ic¢entity sefiniag # Ba °F azis of cosfilict 
‘capital-lader) im the working population, cut segetive identities ‘sey we 
"he poor,” “society’s rejects,” “oe cregs,” oF “ll workers Srcause of gon"? 
save willions”). 4 series of s¢jectives anc enpress.cms reflect the sense of 
ceing invades. “Se Sam Seer overrs, saturete¢. sedweerged.” "Se are fet op 
with iseigrests.” “here one wonders if se is in France.” “ou cam count the 
Peencn citizens on the fingers of your Sand.” This feeling resctes ‘its 
~eietnmetion when the arrival of .gulgrents is tescribet as the owernmumming -f 
the large cogples Sy #.. ©>* Tece® f the earth (compere the comcept of 
planetary réciss .- 


It is *they,” those who operate Lia a> ia¥isio.e sané,. sanigulatiag *7e 
French people for the profit of Torelgmers, so are cespoasidlie for this 
invasion. The complaint against “tae” volced oy “sees interviewes im 34685. 
A is that the people were sot consu.tec.- *They* \apose the issigrests spo 
the people, who Secomge passive victias ‘o \ extent thet ther Seve Go Seems 
of expressing themselves or ect ing OF tefenting their own living space agsinst 
what they regarc a5 4 ©: of issgigrants. Thus “Sere is 4 feeling of towdle 
Sispossession from ‘heir *tertitory. oF “hes* ant by the iseigrests. Those 
responsible for this invasion are soget. ses tesignatet oy camer «it is Direc, 
tae sayor, the HLM, the government. 4notner -ylaination of the sense of Seing 
overrun is reached when ‘te comcep* of = strategy of territorial conquest 


supposedly pursued Sy ‘5 Laaigrents +5 a33e%. 


The sassive presence of iamigrects snalysed 45 8 menosenon sexing “oe Lerer 
complex into s “Suaping ground for ieaiarents,.” “s gerdege sity.* can oniy 
lead to tke departure of Fremcm citi sene- Ie the case of %! who are 
“captives,” that is to say Se sirete of the workeing population which Lack any 

















Tinmancial capability to leave the 
S35 & catastrophe. They Go uot see how 

oF prowoking the Geparture of the iswigrants. im aG¢ition to the sense that 
“ne territory is Deing Gespoilec, those who hol¢ this position have a sense of 
Sanger which, for both the French an¢ the i@@igrants, is inéucec by an 
uncesirec joint presence--the uncontrolled upsurge of reciss. This position 
imvolves saying that if "=hey* con*inue to impose 2 volume of iessgigrants which 
-~5 not wantec, going over the heads of the native resicents, there is the 
Ganger that they will be tipped into « raciss which for the tise being they 
are Ganaging to throttie. 


The Siamificamce of the Republican Integration Mode) 


Sy giving first priority to the prodDlems relatec to the cohabitation of 
pCpe.ation categories with different lifestyles anc belonging to ¢ifferent 
ethnic groups, anc by insisting parallel with this on the nees¢ for the 
-NE.grants to sake themselves “inwisible.” to become @S3Sifi.atec, and to erase 
thelr particularities in the social area, the lower gicéle classes thus 
Somtinue to promote the traditional model for the sntegretion of iasgigrents, 
even if, incidentally, they see that it is ewer sore Cifficult for this sodel 
to fumetion, with regard to « Bultiplicity of etmmic groups. 


So that everything will come out right, then, the igmigrents would hawe to 
Secome integratec and assigilatec anc adapt, because “those who live like 
Europeans are no trouble.” But on the whole, the lower sicéle class people 
believe that "this is not working,” that while some categories of iseigraents 
‘ry to iiwe im the Prench fashion ané to con’ure io the traditional 
amtegretion model, the fact regains “that it is Sifficult to live together," 
“that it is ¢ifficult te sake thee understanc that they should not be 
antrusive,” and that even when one would¢ like to interact with the isgigrants, 
“ome Goes not know how to go about it.* 


im aGcition to this view, which the lower Sicclie class shares with the wor*wllre 
people, there was @ gradation, when it cape tc the interviews with those in 
Sampie 5, anc often even within «a given interview, ranging fros a position of 
principle--"cme can associate with anybody"--to comments on the difficulties 
of living witnin a sulti-ethnic “community,” an¢ indeed nostalgia for a social 
iife involving native Prench citizens. “I am not « recist, dDut in the past it 
“SS @ Gatter of fully integratec French citizens with roots going way deck, 
Tirgly estebdlishec. As the years have passec,. this has changec with the 
.@@.grants, with an upset in relations among people. Decause ome must respect 
cifferent ethnic groups. Their cultures an¢ their testes are not necessarily 
ours. Thus one gust deal with: 


~-the survival of the republican model for the integration of ismigrants as a 
general reference, reflectec in the repeatec Gemands that they adapt an¢ learn 
proper gannmers, anc 


~“@ realization that this godel which still surwiwes is ever less efficient, 
or Bore precisely only functions for certain categories of ismigrants ‘the 
Portuguese, Asiatics enc families from the Maghre>D) dGefinec as "invisible.* 
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wnile overall, the working population Segins with « realisation of the fallere 
of the sodel for the integration of the immigrants aen¢ views their presence +5 
cerns of the “harmful effects” anc “Segredation” they introduce inte community 
Life. the lower sictle class, seeing vse of this socel, smalyses ‘5 
ifficulties emcounterec an¢ ‘Cistingwishes bSetweer the categories of 
immigremts who cenfors tc his model ant those who Go mot. “lL tell you we are 
being overrun. an¢ yet they Go indeed have problems, those people. fowewe™. 
some of then e¢apt wery well. . Seve enown Portuguese people who were very 
nice ant Vietnamese who Deheve very well. Ome newer bears of thee, for ther 
have learmeé bow to live. The Hest iocians, of the other banc, create «& 
trementous nupder of pro>lems--tmey Go not adapt.” 


However. if this sode. sas prowec to be ever less efficient, the existence of 
a feeling of being overrun expresuec in terms quite similar to those used Sy 
the workers interviewed seems to incicete that the social eweremess of the 
tower miééle class may change an¢ move closer to that of the workers’ siretes- 
Some of those interviewed in this sample empbesizec that if the situation 
“does not change” in the Cirection ‘hey want, they will eave. 


. Dissigent Scheme--a4r Intercultural Approec™ 


This ultraminority position was wolcec oy « wilitamt celoming to # Catholic 
association an¢ « member of politica: party. It imwolwes stressing the 
nositive aspects of the immigrants’ presence, stressing the positive setere of 
interculturel exchange anc the comtridetiom it cam geke to the people of 
france. “The probdles of the iegigrents is élLscesset solely in terms of its 
negative aspects. which are real, set et the same tige this cam truly Seer a 


eight even envy--this sort of Genuncistion is something of s two-edged swore, 
ant it serves to lack people into wen their prodless.” 


Bowever, these two in¢ivicuais ioterviewe¢ stressec thet istercelturei 
relations repain for the time Se.ng sore & plem then « reality, since teis 
attitude comes up against “Cifferences in eéucstion, is cultere, ic telie!, is 
leisure sctivities.” The Catholic cilitent eééec « pessigistic sote. The 
native Prench citizens, live the immigrants, sre uméergoing the same process 
of being uproctes anc they ‘hus set esige their questions sbowt ‘he 
intercultural approecnt to the cultural identity crisis. “Weet is causing ‘> 
éetericration of the large complex is thet there are people who mo .onger 
belong to anything. We are mot city people, en¢ some say “we are the 
population Gregs.” it is often saic thet after losing ome’s perents, ome is 
mc longer anyone's chilc. Sel. now, wher one cuts his roots, ome is so longer 
a tree, in the enc ome is no longer anything- were you are nowhere.” 


French Society Pacec With Multietmmic immigretion 


Do the attitudes of the mative French citizens we imterviewec comcerning ‘me 
sultiethnic phenomenon confronting thes foreshadow the sttitedes of ovr 
society towaré this probdles which seess ever sore inevitebdie? Yariovus 
attitudes an¢ potential conflicts were revesle¢ im commection with the four 

















“etegories of Lemgigrents fost ofter emoounterec is this large popelaticc 
~omp Les . 


\. iseriass. The treditices) sStegreticn Mode. works for this category, 
“nu 0" £8 DET COL Ved as “lLaowlsidle” Secause of its “Siseretione* is the socisai 
Space, Se promim@ity of ite culture anc its style of life. &: potestial sa jor 
SomTlict with tie awtiwe-Sorn Premct was ment lonec Berely some criticisegs 
sSowt the Ciffiewlties crested is social life Sy toe Oreeliag of the youth). 


Asiatics. This category is cefinec as potestialiy ievisible because of 
tS Giscretiog it the social spece en¢ its comformity to the rules cf cer 
i™legretion sagel. Sowever its community isclaticn ant style of life, Dae s 
"= “ae perpetastion of the traditional commer law, prevents its fell isclusice 
- Toeech clwle spece. Oe the other =enc, the recognised co@petence anc 
‘ivtees of the Asiatics pleces thee is ¢irect Competition is the jot forve 
~.t" oF lilwe-teore Pencasen. Two potemtial sources of comflict were seeticacd: 
eelr «_tedeewel Sho ttelr communities amt the intecma. strwcterel sethods of 
[hese COM@Momities, amc the competitice they introdece it te socloprofessicns. 
sector . 


s- Matives of the Magnret. This category, wilct -o@e* cO@@entators say seens 
“te pose the mais challenge to the French popelatioce of any of the varices 
“eS tegories cf immigrants” in other large complexes, iS seen Oy cur two seaples 


nesliomec. AS i= tRe case of the IDeriens, there were sose criticises 
pertaining to specific instances (alcoholiss). Other criticises referrec to 
“heir Community isolation, their inmwasion of the collective Spece anc the 
c.elerbence creste¢ in the schools by the presence of their chi lérea. 


*~ est indians. This category was clearly indicatec by cur two samplings «s 
of Dost “wisibdle” category of imeigrants, cespite te civic ané evltural 
st »,olicies) sigiierities. This VISLDILIty has to do with the pursuit of 
their style of life ie the social space, but also. as emphasizec Dy gan of 
“sose icterwiewe¢, to the fact that these people are black \sa@ple A) anc 
French (‘semple 8), which "Greeetizces* coexistence with this population 
setegory, Secause where its members are comcerned, the possibility of their 
weturm to their country of origin can be contemplated. 


Apart from @ comflict tese¢d on the difference in Lifestyles, the distinction 
nace OF those in sam,'* A an¢d to @ lesser extent those in Sample & det ween 
“wt tes” anc "Slacks" indicates that a conflict with the “colored peoples,” 
wnen tmey are highly visible in the social spece, cannot be excluded. 


Lenophodia an¢é Private Life 


The integration of the immigrant communities has often been accompanies in 
*rance by periods of increasing tension prececing assimilation (for example, 
“oe wery violemt comflicts with the Italian population between 1880 anc 1693, 
resulting in mumerous deaths). Thus we woulé be in a periodé of spass, 
‘re@citional for French society an¢ strengthenec by the econosgic crisis. 
“ithowl regarding the xenophobic reactions an¢d the conflicts associated with 
them @5 negligible, it would therefore be advisable to place thes in 


le 











perspective witmit am Loteg™e ts or srosvess, the wicleace in which Sas 4.50 
irecteéd. Ristoriceliy. st the various grows Seeing Preact toclet, 


This cotigistic isteroretetion coes Ot ‘eae isto eccoust the crisis i= of 
goéel for the integreticoe of ieeigrests, whic® Saaes « cecefisitice of tt 
relationship of the state wit® the groups Teaiang =P Preec® society amd t+ 
Leeigrests ergettiy secessery- Bote with regaré to the “sative” Frenc* 
citizens enc the lLewigrent categories, ve fie¢ owrselwes Tacec w1t® & OF 
stexe ic the cooflict comcersiag ‘5 estadlish@eent of « mew wode. Tor th 
iotegratios of Lgsigrests. le view of the possibie reseits of s change + 
Prenct socsety under the impect of the saltietamic pmenceence, the sorsers wi 
istervwiewe¢ clearly expressed their ve jectioe of it. is the fore of @ pope.ar 
~stlomlism wit® @ stromg semopmodic ming 

Paeresouicalis,. the soreat of senoptodia can Se seen as Saeed oe Tht prowess of 
in¢ivigwaligation whict proceeds “ewincibis® is Semocretic societies. <> * 
large complex, ‘te isgigrests are lonmger feces with the criterse for the 
integration of satives of Frenct territories, saergica.ly preserving “§*-” 
perticelarity, Sut ticse for intivi¢éwsls withowt territorse. effiliet ice 
which emcoereges seperetice #3 4 Life styie. Tee aythiceal cieis of 
insularity, the comcept of “ome of as” shapec SF a igectite. is emereiog ** * 
*ige when, «22 those we interviewes eéeittec, “we so licager Seiome ~* 
anything.” Sut of the fog, the image the workers in the large complies Sere of 
thenselves seems to emerge. Frog Selonging to @ professions, & coBBs™.*). 
indeet even « class, ‘here Ses Seer « tressition to segstire identification. 
Sowever, there is ome single polst i= comsoem: the Gesire to retreat #157. 
the family cell. All, Set® silitexts ent momemilitents. seree that oets. or 
orivete life, there is so ree. we __-de lms. 


Ant this foous ce pciwate life cannot simply Se reduced to the remeits of 
the social si¢ policy (‘splictering or ‘2 enduring ecomegic crisis cmss-5 -° 
pooular sociability), Set sust oe acalyeet as & Sore profouns process. * ~** 
factor in the isaginery estabdlisoment of cer society. It is thes thet ‘or 
insuler label “rative Frenct c: isen,.” SDreméistec against to “tevaesioe” >y 
the imgigrests, temus om its ful. seeming. Tt sense ic fect Freact citiset 
living seperate, encloses in ‘heir ows cells. refusing to tolerste ‘5 So. 
ané the racket of interrelatec life Seneats the seemingly tridel Logic of 
claies to emé gserking of territory ‘here are eo poeste¢ & series of Seere 
ingivideals emt the Cissclutics of tne tregitiomal reference points for ‘ 
éifference Detween Theat anc Js. “By revesling coe’s seignbor is the san we 
is ¢ifferent, sen¢ in proceeding to Cissolve the fresewors« for comm@um.ty 
existence, the modern age is enpoeing iaéivigeals to a Gowdle chal lenge. Tey 
can no longer push respomsidility for theegselwves onto # social orger whict 
establishes their place ant subjects them to its treéiticas, sor can they sty 
longer seek refuge from the Other is s system whack tes all comtacts anc 
co¢ifies interpersonal relations ins setalled 7ash3 08. 


The rise of popular senophotbia is Se.ng paralleled by the gany forms of the 
process of indéivigualiszation aut the “equality of coméitions” tn Segocrst ic 
societies impose upon *hense. ves. Weile Toceweville sew thereis 4 means of 
éimirishing conflicts ané violence, writing in “Oe Desocrecy ‘* America” that 
"f=° several centuries we here seen that soeditions neve deer equa... tin. 
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Be Ciscovering (Sal Borelity is weakening,” semopmodia 

Ringers thet advance of equality e@ict leeds te a comfuset recognition that 
tae Gifference is the Other Goer oct prewent identical sffilisticon.S sec ‘he 
be relations wit! the other = ome cape toe Gest Inglien. i: 

& Sative of the Magtret. amc eleewhere, == Asiatic) are isteasifyizg 

om For taese are indetergiaate iadiwigusls 

Seprived of any identity capable of esta>listing « ¢istamce,® lacking roots so 
coulé empress territorial incivigweiity, anc Satipelates ty “thes.” 
accept promgigity to ¢ifferencis whic® seem to thee ictoleredle. for 
those who ere “comstreined,.” the workers who bhawe come to tme end of their 
Tesiceniial course, the sagic solution is to emclede these categories froe 
society. cerming ‘hen the source of all ewlls amt Gemanting their separture. 
For the others, those who Still ewe some gaceewering room, the lower sigtle 
classes. after a last eppeal to the republican so¢el for the istegretioce of 
iS the possibility of Sepgerting tc the lancs 


: 
: 


tie social rSytae is chaerecterizet by si lence, 
Wility eat priwste fasily life. 


'. Plerre Gremion, "The Peripmeral Segiae.* Seul). Paris. "St: =. Titee- 
Cormillot, "The Challenge of Immigretioe from tie Maghres,* 
23-28% hapest "953; ant Jean Leca, “Questions of Citi senshi. 
Jamaary-Fetrwary #3}. 


2. in orger to analyze the relations of the Preach lower classes (is the 
Large complex) with the iamigracts, we estadlismec « Sow>le Samp ie. 
One wee «© wortwers’ sample (ic this Large comples, relatively unex! llec 
workers were inwolwet) amé a lower giddle class cherecterizet by 
Culteral aseets--teschers, social workers, office *Bp.cyees san>.e-. 


3. Michelle Perrot, "The Workers om Strixe.* Paris, Mowtom, 974, 5 64. 
*. Alaic Piskielarest, “The Wisdom of Love,* “eliteers, 1964, 5 0. 


5. See Marcel Geuchet, “Tocqueville, Aperice anc Us.” LIBRE, Bo 7, 1990, 
» 92. 


®. Witmowt lagsing into substactialiss, it wowlc Se well to recall, with 
Clause Levi-Strecss, thet “identity is « kin¢é of virtual center to whict 
we gust refer to explain certain things, Gespite the fact that it sewer 
really existec” (in “Identity,” PUF [French Gniversity Press), 977. 
p 332). 
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PRORLEMS. COMPLICTS Foe EDecaTIONAL SYSTE" 
Paris ESPRIT is Preece Jus 8 op **3-'>* 
‘article ty Alain Pierrot: “The Preact Schools amt Their Forela Stwtents”*. 


‘Teat) "Do the iagigrests sere + place is the schools?” “het stoulc tor 
schools Go for thes” ist so of. All of these are lLaproper «are of poems = 
ctviously crwelal prodles, thet of the students who ere sot Freact or eto are 
sot *reslis” freect. The sass setisa ¢iscuss the egucetionsl system snc 
Lotegretioe emoeasiogly. Frog the rigmt «ing to the left, & consensus %45 
almost beet reecbec: « school systes “created Tor Little Freact citizens” 


the DOM (Overseas Departments, Liae tne “tus ia Frenct@e,” 
are :2cletes- Teelr common cherecteristic is thet throwg? taeir fagi.les, 
to celteres an¢ societies whic® are cominatec, or presume so >. 
of whic® lie cetsiége Fresct- In owr attitude towertd thes, emetner 
or bostile, they reat Sot the place assigned to thes anc *5 
ieplicit standaré of what it seans to be s “real” French citioes 
eran lo 


ceeir states it cer school system sore carefully, we sf +© 
eect en increasing concere sdoct thee oe the level of the responsibie vodies, 
both politics: en pedagogical, det little tangidle evidence to coefirs it. 
Tt is sore Seerly oer general comcept of egecetion eaé the excessive 
Leportance the Barty sotice of *“etheic” identity Bes tenes of thereia whic 
create the prodles. This is why, after some Oriel specific éatea. we will Gee. 
sbovre oll wit® tne igeslogicel anc philosophical ceuses preventing =s {ros 
view of the iamigrests in this setter, who play verious roles 


bet cerely *=®ir ow. 
of 


: 
i 


1964, there were « Little over « silliom students of foreign satioma.ity ss 
the Prenct schools, sigost ai: (9S percent) of thee in the pediic edecat ioaal 
systea, where they sccountes for °° percent of the enrolisent. While ts 
perceat of the students is Frence are in private schools, omly 5 percent of 
the foreige Students are enrolies ‘here, ant they represent only 2.4 perornt 
of the total.’ The volume of foreigzers is twice as great is “special” 
legecationsl ¢ifficulties) classes 43 im general education, and the percentage 
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of sativwes of the Maghred is greater thas that of foreign students of other 
or. gic8. Generally speaking, the proportion of iemigrents fros Eerope is 
Swiecling, to the dbemefit of those froe Africa am¢ Asia. Taken all in sll. 
BOTRing Cowle Se Sore comsistest with the usual i@ege of forelgm students 


per... c Schools, while others see the i BG igraects as the victias of « systen 
“Siem Gas Talled to eGapt aemé to take their “specificity” iste account. 


Soe’: “eeseres 


'. Simcoe 1970, isitietice classes (Cir) save Seer offeres. is priscipsie,. 
ther are for students froe 7 to 12 years of age who fo mot know French oc 
arrival is Framce (“nom-French speakers* aut “first arrivals*). and they ore 
Sesigned to enable them to take their place is regular classes speedily (after 
* peer, 2° the latest). They have seen « Sedstantial drop is emrolilsent. 
*UL Om Bas Gwileclec in a few years fros 12,009 to 9,000 (of whos §,000 are 
Toreigzers am¢ 1.000 Freoct citizens). They are characterized oy greet 
cieperities in age end efecation anc istellecteal lewels. Sor is there 
sea. Tity om thelr effectiveness in the resale of Linguistic apprenticeshic, 
Seceese of the fact that these chilé¢ren, sow living im France, learn the 
-emgeege is “sateral™ fashice on « parallel Sesis. Theses ome can ungerstanc 
“Sy ‘Sese courses are comtrowersial. The criticise that they segregate 
Seec.essly Geriwes from the observation that ome too often fiadgs therein 
“ilgres who are French-speaking but who are regaréet as belonging to a seal! 
category. 


There ere also sixzth- anc fifte-fors classes of the sane type called 
scaptation classes (CLAD). In 1983 anc 1964, 180 classes acco@gsogates 2,067 
stusents. Their ligited suster, eves thowgm the capacity to learn «2 language 
Spontaneously Gecreases with age, while the level of requirements is higher, 
*Ep.ains the fact that sany young foreigners fled theaselves assignec to 
ececational strectures (prevocationsl classes for foreigners or prigsary 
sSi tiation cowrses) which fail to teke their earlier secoméary e¢ucationa! 
achievements into account. 





<- Segiamiag is 1975, Treiming am¢ Information Centers for the E@ucation of 
Chil¢res of Migrants (CEFISEM) were ested! ishes. Curremtiy there are 20 
tees is Freace. These centers are staffed by primary ant seconéary level 
teachers, an¢ are responsible for continuous training #ctivities ¢esignec for 
ail teachers who have @ high proportice of foreign stuéents in their classes. 
They also fumction is the educations) imstitetions, im perticular is the ZEP 
‘Priority somes Gefines in 1981-1982), and they saintais very regular contact 
wits tae Toreige associations an¢ teachers appointes to teach the languages 
anc cultures of the countries of orig’r in the scbools. Although they are 
affiliated with the teachers’ training schools, the role they play in the 
genera. pecagogical e@ucation of teachers rea..03 ioci¢estal, which sogewhat 
Limits their comtrifetion. This structure is erclusively Prench. 
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3. The teaching of the languages anc ecvltures of the countries of orig:s 
(LOO). While the mnowledge of their sother tongue is Serdly in dowdt for the 
"first arrival’ students in the CLIS, the same is Sot the case for those #5< 
save lived in Pramce for several years. Following tne collateral agreements 
signet by France with various “editerraneas countries between 197) anc '#°) 
(Portugal, Italy, Tunisia, Spain, Morocco, Tugosiavia, Turwey, Algeria), so0u% 
100,000 of the 700,000 foreign prisary school students have Seen pursuinég 
courses in the languages an¢ cultures of their sative Lancs, with teacters 
recruited an¢ paid by the government of each of the countries which have 
signet swoh an agreegent with France. “or nalf of the students, ‘these ‘ores 
course bowrs are incorporated is the sorgal schedule, wm: le the other Balt 
persues a “deferres” or "extracurricular’® course. The variows countries co 
mot hawe id¢entical comcepts, an¢ emrolisest varies greatiy from one 
mationality to another: fros 7 or 5 percent for the Algerians ané Moroccass 
to 25 percent for the Portuguese, anc even 50 percent for the Italians 
(including, it is trve, French students of italian origin. 


It was in the era of the North-South agreements on transfers of sanpower ane 
within the framework of the "free sovement of workers in Surope™ that these 
courses were organize¢, doth in France anc in the otner tadustrializes 
countries in Western Europe which were experiencing an itportent iafias of 
(emigrant workers. Gasically ‘ney provwicges a guarantee to ‘he parents, wi this 
the logic of temporary emigration.? Their return to their countries would 
some about “for the better” for their chiléren if, during ‘meir stay sdroec, 
they had been educated in the language and the culture of their country. 


In view of the large percentage accounted for dy wnofficial languages snc 
édialects in immigrant situations the language ‘augnt is aot secessariiy the 
same as the language of the family, whic® sany stugents so loager spes« 
fluently, moreower, ewen if they still undgerstané it. 


For those taking these courses, & Gowdle gifficulty often sevelops--ttst of 
being temporerily separate: fror the rest of their class, amé that of sot 
really knowing bow to speak the Language which eweryome seems to identity * 
their *real® ome. The reluctance of the stucents, as well os that of t™ 
yareats who so longer send their chi.icren ‘to class. showlé sot be coasicerec 
tn isolation from the position of the French teachers So, 43 4 whole, “are 
sore nearly “tolerated” these courses ‘an really approved of the principle o 
which they are Sased. Their line of tnining is that saintainiag Dilingvaliss 
hinders the learning of French, alomg with the additional fear that when t*esr 
classes are integrates, a ainth of the school tise wisl thus oe tost.* 


@ich “other Tongue? 


Among the *sonéiplosatic” jestificatioas for this egucetioasl pian, the 
argument for the seedet grounding in the sother tongue ranks Sigh. There are 
gany who thi <> that emigration, Sy Gepriving this language of its 
“tnstrumental® function (it is so longer the vehicle either of education or of 
social life in Framce), while it alome would Save « sysdolic valwe the 
mother’s, and thus the Sasic patterning, language), puts iaw@igrent chilcren ins 
a “*“semilingwal* rather thas 4 bilingwal sitwation. Language, culture anc 
persomality would *sormgallr® de inseperaedie, anc the chiléren of taeiarer* 











worters woult ties Se experiesciag “¢isseciatios.** Usless one 
w=ocméitiomsliy sccepts such « gysticeal comcept of the “mother temgee,.” it is 
PORSLSIe® to recegsize, of the Sasis of s good sany etaaples of 
“soapetSologicel® perscealities, that an ieéiviégsuel cas begis to taiasz and 
Live is ose language am¢ cam comticwe that persona. Jevelopmes. in another. 
Patterning relations, of the affective anc social level. which the “sothe-* 
isitietes in Ser own lamguage ar? sot isherest is it, Sut are op the costrary 
eése¢ to it, thus giviag rise to Lingelstic forms am¢ situations with strom 
SFBoolic velves. Seriows ¢ifficulties say indeed trouble those whose 
“persosal lanmgvages” are characterizes dy costrecictory practices aad 
Siteetions of isequslity, Set it is these coaflicts wtice sisters, set the 
Lamgeages a9 sech, stich only reflect thes. 


awareness of Lan@uage ant [ts Cultural Iaplicetions 


The poumg people liring in Premce, Sowever diverse their lingeistic origias, 
save & mastery of the orsl wariatices of ordisary French analogous to that of 
French citisems is the sewe social situation. Wits regerc to the writtes 
oe im which the comeciows representations of language play a greater 
role, it appears that interference with the family Liagvistic bese is sot 
infrequest. The question is then, whetoer they experience French as “thei-” 
samgeage of as test of the gajority, amt more “legitimate,” group. This is « 
qeestion of am afTective and ideological sature an¢ foes uot really pertain to 
linguistic competence as sect. It is in¢icative that chiléres of 10 or so 
years of age Save some ¢iJficulty in experiencing the Langwege of their 
parents as “thelr Langeage” when it is ¢ifferent from that of their comrades, 
while dy the en¢ of adolescence. the search for identity leags « certains 
sumSer of poumg people to want to learn the language of “their people,* eves 
if they are totally etfesiliar with it. Get in sect cases, it is Are® poetry, 
Spanish theater or [telies literature ant sot the *lost language’ of their 
first affective exchanges which they want to master. 


Tee low level of the younger students’ sot ivatioca clearly reflects the 
Gomirast position of fasily cultures an¢ languages, which they Save 
imtersalized ent express ttrowgh their attitude of rejectica, iscorgorsting 
their precarious status saat their cum educational ¢ifficulties. 


Is There a Specific Séuecations] Failure? 


Overall, the position of foreign students in the efucational systes is less 
favorebie thas that of Fremeh citizens. Scwever, « SIGES [BSusisess and 
Statistical Data-Processing Department) study” om the schooling completed by 
tee chil¢ren of emskille¢é workers yieléde¢ figures very close to those for 
French students is the same socioprofessional category, eves showing @ silah* 
acvantage for foreign children Sern in France. Thus it was possible to report 
im LE MONDE DE L"EDUCATION (Ho 100. p 16), that “in the same enviroasgent, the 
chilcres of immigrants are sore successful than French children.” This effort 
to reverse the stereotype serits two comments. On the ome Sand, the 
gemeralization, Sese¢d om the least favored category (12.6 percent of the 
active Fresct population as cogpered to 34.15 percent of the foreign workers) 
is Sesty., anc is soreover Sased om slight statistical ¢ifferences. Pinaily, 
anc fost igportent, precisely Secause “all other things are sot equal,” the 
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faileres rewais isportact. The sain point of interest in this study is ‘et 
St excledes am “ethnic” iaterpretation of the failures eaé¢ corrects ‘te 
Soomsaying to which there is such a ready surrender, with as its consequences 

oe tie towart orivate edvcsticn anc t+ stremgt oer 
of racist theses. Thes Soulot an¢ Fracdet could write: "Is it sot is tre 
accowsulation of poor educational comditions ame poor soc ioecosogic somdi tions 
thet the real causes of the e¢ucutional shortcosisgs of the childres of 
sought. crether ‘a0, as is esually gGome, referring to ** 
Limgaistic deficit an¢ the cultural handicap? Gere again we emooumter  r 
eriticisa, very familiar since the | 700s, of the failure of the schoo.s 
theaselres to a¢apt (“poor educational coaditicas*). is coacissios, * er 
proposed that “the schools incorporate the practices of the popular sectors ia 
their content and procedures” (p ‘9'))- 


i 
“ 
: 





Retura to Sociological Criticism of tne Schools 


Making failure the sain inéex of the functioning of an educations. institution 
is sow & commonplace. The school would tus Se Sut s sackise for selections 
based on social criteria tisguisec #5 educational activities. Tes 
*reinterpreted,” failure in school is cs longer a failure, properly spes«ing, 
peceuse om the one aod it is am inevitable reflection of the systet, while om 
the other, whatever the sudjective evaluation of the phencsesor, *5os¢ sho 
ail are in fact stigeatizet because their differences, their langueges amc 
their celteres have so proper place in the schools. In a Gesyst ified approach 

the probdles, the only real pedagogical question would de: "What socia. 
content will I give sy e¢ucational process? Towaert what social fumctiom-- 
comservatiss@ or schisa@--will it Se oriented?” 


° 


Either ome thing or the other: either there is failere decause there are 
previously ¢efinet goals, an¢ ome cansot jeédge the reality of the schoo: 
systes solely om the Sasis of the effects it bes oc Goes oot Seve in the reels 
of social sodility without first of #11 jegging it os the desis of its own 
@>2 1s. Or else coe abandons thes anc with them the sorgative assessment of 
the failures. It bes deen proposed t5at ve sebdstitete bere toe life, th 
lamg™uage amd the prectices of certain social groups. 


Fifteen pears or So ago, ‘5 study of the ¢ysze@ic elosents is the popular 
cultere with a view to changing the schools was suspencec. Ge see  * Sane 
nope reborn today with the assignment of the role of s duginated socia. group 
needing to be emancipated to toe iesigrents. Suddenly it seems easier to 
assign a comtent to this culture oppressed Sy the petit Sourgrols Preach 
educational systea--the comtent of the issigrests’ cultures ant Languages. 
with ethnologists becoming the theoreticians of tnis sew petagosy - 


The Lesson Taught oy the Etnmologists 


For the *eritical® egucators, the only true theory of education was of « 
sociclogical or political seture. Slipping into the costume worn earlier, 
some ethmologists togay feel that theirs is @ comperedle sission wit® regers 
to those azive persons who sight still Selieve is passing om genera. «mow. cer 
or encouraging activities anc apprenticeships. 4 recent srticle ia L°ECOLE 
MATESNELLE FRANCAISE? is a perfect illustratios of this. The roles 4#re 
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clesrly separated. “Becosciliag theory (ethmological ¢ata) ame practice 
\Saily sehoolworks)” (p> 25). The sursery school teechers “Sid sot mmow...that 
tmey were functioning om the Sasis of the cultural patterns of the gcosinant 
Premeh society..which they passed on without resily questioning thes” ip }!). 
Speaking of culture omly is the third person, "© the ethmologist would describe 
the fumetioniag of the schools od jectiveiy, teeing care to attach vrelue 
jeggmeents to their single sowrce--a perticular etmmic culture. it is urgent 
teat tee tescher who comceives of Sis work froe « “universalist” poist of 
view, that of a gemersl sac rations! e¢ucation. lears that be sust sot 
arOitrariiy impose ais own cultural identity, to the detriment of the varices 
oulteres whie® Se stifles in Sis om students. 


ise all of the elements is this sedy of aataropological «<mowle¢ge. the 
comeept of culture is « working Hypothesis which is subject to revisions, 
sSowe 211 whem, going Sepomd « descriptive listing, ome wants to sake of it an 
interpretive comcept. Too gaay of the leading etmmclogists save quest looed 
‘oe secessary subjective implication and its ambiguities to allow us to sccest 
the undifferentiated dogmatism «hich sets the theory of cultures in opposition 
to etmmocestric practices which are unconscious, since they are sorsativre. 
The comeept of culture in the etRmological sense cammot serve as a guide for 
pecagogy. Without strigiag a destructive Slow. the first vlictia of whic 
would De logic itself. This is what is dome in this same article ip 32), 
Since the schools are calleé upon to Sresx with their Sistoric trediticae. 


The goal proposed is in the end (p> 32) “to allow individuals and groups to & 
Simply whet they are, to live their culture in freedom and to determine thei- 
igentity themselves.” In «a confusion of what should Se, with the exception of 
‘hose who would Se comfortable within the French school tredition, committed 
te ® Dasic secrifice, it is the providential hargcay Setween individual 
liberty an¢ traditional culture which is Seing proclaised. Etaaciogical 
Seeoriting cam Se so safeguard against an imaginary Oreak Sy cur system with 
its own cultural Sesis. It can, om the other hand, selp the schools to gaic 
am awareness of which dosinent values our society invests it with, sad to 
Telate those walues to the sew value of respect for other cultures. 


Respect for Other Cultures 


Respect traditionally follows a demumeiation of the cppressice LBposet spon 
regioma. identities, popular strats ané colonized peoples subjected to forced 
*SSigilation, which is effectec dy invoking such sdstrect values as 
ratiomality, the rights of the indivigual, etc. Sut to respect « culture! 
phenogenon, for example religion, one gust have established its relative 
importance, detaching oneself from it, which presumes putting social identity 
sSove otmer valves. Sespecting the cultures of students can thus only result 
from respect for thes personally Sased om our criteria for individual rights. 
Seeh respect in so way places the various cultures on an equal footing, 
decause any “clais” dy a culture other than owr own to extension berond the 
ligits assigned by our society to the personal sphere gust be rejected. The 
rigot to Se a Muslia in France does sot sean that inheritance can be defined 
according to the rules of the Loran, and the school requirement pertains to 
all, whatever the viewpoint of the respective culture say Se. It is necessary 
to Gave the courage to recognize this. It is we place our own values 
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elsewhere--ia the sature of politica. costrol aeaé power anc the wrig>*s - 
work, sedicise, ceosfort, e¢gucatios, :aformpaticoe and free sovegert,. +. 
(wherein the written wort, ime juric¢ical systems and ‘adivicusl respomsi>: ..*) 
are ctesic) thet we cam sallow cultural forms of smother type above 4.1. ‘Soo 
of the treditiomal oral sceteties) to enter the educational systecn. Seower 
we regart these cultural forms as ctinor, this “respect” igplies o Sevelust. om. 
wr society is Sase¢ on sore adstrect social relations, wherein cultures. 
questions are possible Ssecause traeditioe is so longer the sole source 
legitisecy. The reduction of direct social comtrol, which is the somsequens« 
thereof. Sas allowed the dewelopweent of the iliusion that every indivicua. or 
group can develop thereis eccoréging to its stendarés anc as it wi e5es- 
Conversely. there is within a part of the Prench population 4 syu@etrice. or 
complementary ¢ifficulty in sccepting that sore individual freedom ices *5 
gore ¢ifferences is lifestyle. Secause soge people So cot see Tow SoOc-s. 
cohesion cam De saintained unless everyone conforgs to 4 given cultura. moor., 
participating in the same rites, the presence of other cultures seegs ‘to ‘ors 
intoleradle. 


Intercultural Activities 


Making a creek with ethmocentrissa Seginning .. childhood in order to ¢liginate 
this form of recisa is the cogson cherecteristic of rather diverse prect.oes 
which Save for the past 6 or 7 years Seen defined a3 intercultural. Somer 
people have selieved that cuisise, susic, stories, ia short ‘se rar. 
folxlores ‘sometiges overlooking French folalore), Secause ‘hey are oS. ure. 
forgs which go sot leed to cosflict ané are sccessidie to the very pouse 
“wit/tin reeck” for the perents, will allow a sore open approsch *o oteers 
respect for their ¢ifferences. There is s0 Detter example of respect em. 65 
jevalves. Aware of this tatar¢c, others Save sought to SFypess ©5-5 
“expositican” of cultural diversity acd to develop a Joint pecagogical systes. 
“Mrs Ab¢allah-?Pretceille’’ compares it to comsciousness-raising education. 
"The point of d¢eperture is the reality experienced Sy ‘the cniic in s 
sulticultural situation,” an¢ the goal is "to learn to reac cultures.” se 
fied bere the sagwe ethnological distortion as Sefore. This utopia Serc.y 
seems to be Semperec Oy the ainimal setiodological precautions requires ‘or 
such a groject. If the ¢ifficulties of a purely logical aature which chi.cres 
encounter when it comes to ¢istinguisMing 4 particular instance from 4 gemers. 
law are understood, « whole range of consequences aight Se fesret, Seeinnming 
with the reinforcement of reciss, if such « comcept were Sy chance ‘to Sf ‘rv.r 
put into prectice. 


The definition of the intercultural goal om the level of expression seeas tore 
realistic, om the ome Band Secause it is sot subject to tse sear 
sethodgoiogical requiresents, and on the other, Secause it does sot involve ‘5 
*other cultures” except to the extent that the interested parties cnoose *o 
view it thus. Sut unless cone Selieves that in « situation of theatrica., 
susical or graphic expression, all of the specific goals of the schools are 
achieved, the setho¢ds and content of education end t3eir relationsnip #.°5 
these activities of expressica re@ain to de defined. Some Tope te" + TF* 
culture will emerge from this, with the school Secoming the “workshop,” ioctees 
the testing Dench for those gusicians, association sesbders, architects anv 
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various militants who are comcernet sith Deing the protagonists in socia. anc 
cultural inmovetics. 


ipart Cros the illusion that they are thus theaselves egancipatec fros tne 
evil ctheccentrisa which Lies in wait for teschers, the greatest rise is ‘Sat 
shildren wil] de le¢ into « false sense of sautonogy anc freedos for lack of 
Deing facec with the ordinary institultional sesancés. The taterculturs: 
effort cammot be isolated from the goals of education in the scmools, or it is 
lixely te ¢issolve iste iasignificance or to Setray itself. The *open” 
culture. which can Se sodified indefinitely ss sew comgsgunities sre 
enoout tered, is soothing Sut, cor could it Se, the deepening and Sroadening of 
or own culture. 


The Ideology of cross-Sreeding 


Intercultural activities appear to constitute « turning point is tise, the 
jawn of a new era, the first Slush of the “other,” the “new™ culture. while 
eccurate ¢escriptions are lacking, ome ‘ers sometheless .s gaining accep lance: 
*cross-creediag.” In a sultiethmic anc sulticultural France, ome reads with 
increasing frequency that we are or will Se cultural crosstreeds. The forguls 
strikes ‘he target amd is provocative enough that an expert im sockery such 45 

to say that “those who believe they are French are 
wrong.” The sost direct analysis of this forsula reveals tnat it falis 

of reciss, with the difference ‘hat the one group 


other 

groups. One can presume that the former ser a social inheritance where ‘heir 
adversaries Delieve in Diclogical Reredity, Sut the comsequence they derive 
therefrom is the same. The sechanical product of coMabitation Sy communities 
gives Dirth, through cross-creeding, ‘to cultural change. Sistory proves ‘mat 
Bany oteer outcomes are possible, that some groups maintain their specificity 
at least in pert, while others lose it entirely, am¢ that the dosgisant 
inf lweences are sot proportionsl to cumders, since the determining ceasons arr 
theaselvres of a cultural sature. To date the sost profound changes Save 
affected the lawigrants themselves adove all. The “leave ay friend alone” 
ghemomenon is sot omly the reaction of the immigrants to tte exacrrbation of 
recist crises. [If so sany Prench adolescents understand this, it is permaps 
to @ grest extent Secause those who are still the victias of raciss are 
nonetheless “iategrated™ enough to demand equal rights and ‘o adopt very 
effective techniques of expressing ‘heavelves, sccorfing to 4 code which is 
that of our sedia ané our political and social systes. 


Cultural Selativiss 


There is am odviows relationship Setween the consecration of cultural 
identities and the gajor themes which have dominated French thinking for some 
gecades--cultural relativisa, Sistoricis= and irrationaliss. 4nd to search 
for the key to the persistent difficulties we Save experienced ins the 
clari“ication of pedagogical aad cultural ¢iscussions is sot, therefore, 
snreasomao le. 


22 














Jacques Pouveresse. in Sis last two dooxs,'’< analyzes these Chen 

lucidétty,. and ais criticisms ces egualiy to go with t suestions « er 
ss. “Free exzchaage sost often corresponds to an effort of unders* nding 
detween differen* traditions anc cultures, and it seeks to #5°49..5 
consensu, of a acw type” (aC. 2 39). Amt so such for the interculturs. + 
isn its soset utopian version. As to tee raticua.ist tradition, .* #0u.c oF 
“practically the only one incapadle of *ffecting free exchange, of °..-¥ 
respecting its atdverseries if¢ cee.ing <.°5 ‘thes in 4 way otcer (oan cf 
sure and siagple.“ It is indeed is terss of the sage consicers _ 
charges ‘that the French schools are sseec to sdancon thei: umirerse 
sretensions. There is bere, as J. Joureresse explains, & just lr oa 

any cultural or pmysical violence, ‘or each indgividwa. 6... sir 

the frampevcr« estadlished >y Sis culture, anc the sotion of a ’ 
Sisapeeer too along «itn the abandongent of amy concern 
what other founégatios, sowever, can the right to ¢ifference Se Sas" ‘ 
the denunciation of ‘me orincip.ies of Gur Petlceé..St Teel tlc ft sive, 
anc the sultiplication of “historic or cultura. .8CeS in cOnt.ioultr, - 
teachers have seen convinced ttat t®ey sacueGlc wot or cannot 2ae i ove 
igpose xnowledge on students Selonging *o 4 Cu.turs. sslverse %.-. ) 
taeir own. 


The Cultural Status of the Scsocls 


Pros the «itchenettes anc wasmrooags of the sursery ScmOO.S  Srouah personas 


in books, cafeteria senus anc school Solidseys coorgisates sit re-.is 
festivals, without, co>viously, cverlcoeiag Bistory, geograpay we .4aneea" 
the schools iagplicitly amd explicitly recognize Dut ome single strie of 
as legitisate--that of the French petite Sourgeoisie. These : es 


fully documented and prove that ne schools ¢o sot always ceadiiy res 
lewel of their own established values. Ome wight imagine that « realli rmetiore 
sf these values would «ema>le the schools to Se less passive “it regerme = 
existing stereotypes, and thus sore original om the Dasis of their spec: 
function, which is to alive everyone access to Dasic «now. ecee. They 
thereby linked with “scmoiarir” culture and sot only to our arditrery “e 
cultures. This lisits their range *o “Rat of the dewelupmest of stcoe. eter HO 
rationality, knowing tow to express omeseif, to read, to reason, “« mduct a 
logical discussion, etc. Family iife, leisure tise anc religious 
are well outside ‘heir scope. in a queeer of points, this amalysis coincides 
with the educational priorities set forth oy J.-?. hevenesent. 


Prench Patriotis# anc the Jniver 
The sational sinister of education was sot comtent *o proc.ais re 

schools should transait Sasic «mowledge,. going om %to say hat Fores, 
instruction and history, they should give sew vigor to “nationa. fee. ing. 
Sne cowld hardly »2e sore explicitiy etmmocentric! Sfemgesoertog © 
denounced the excessive emphasis on differences, is ‘here sti... @ piace 9 oe 
schools for recognition of son-French cultures? in entrusting the *es* oF 
studying ise@igration to J. Seque, J.-?. Chevenement e#stad.ishes an 
assizilationist orientation free of any amDiguity; Calling for “the dest 
possibie integration in * id 











It is logical and necessary to instruct all of the children living in France 
in its histery, geography anc language, precisely because they live there. 
But does understanding the history oc: a country sean sesorizing patriotic 
Symbols sore or less sechanically? in his letter to the denn of the General 
laspectorate Gate¢ December 1954, J.-?. Chevenement explained that what was 
neeGec was “a narration with Cates comprehensively representing the ma)or 
events in the history of France anc, when necessary, Europe” this is quite 
consistent with the official instructions of June 1954 rewiving the references 
fasiliar to earlier generations ("the collective segory"), from the heroic 
VYercingetorix through Charles Martel ("The Arabs will newer again advance 
north of the Pyrenees,” or in other words “Get this native of the Maghre>D out 
of wy sight!") to de Gaulle, the superd sclitary figure in the whole 20th 
century. One can see that the eagerness to encourage iocve of country 
overrides every other consicgeration. Neglecting the history of others as a4 
principle cannot help but pacify the sings of the sost chauvinistic. 


These sage instructions advise ligiting the study of prefistory to the wealth 
of material pertaining to Frauce alone. What coulé be gore logical, nowever, 
than to explain that Ho@o erectus lived not only in Tanutevel and Nice, Dut in 
Germany, Morocco end China as well? Experience has shown precisely that 
certain children frogs these countries were affectec in an entirely different 
way, the sore so gince from the scientific point of view, the forger 
presentation is riciculows, while the second for its part is formative. 


Why mot teach that writing Gewelopec 5,000 years ago in the countries of the 
Near East, whose isage is too often Drought down to ome of violence, oll and 
fanaticiss? Understanding the history of one's country seans «nowing tha’ its 
territory was for a long tigwe nothing Dut a region, or several regions, in 
largt political comgplezes in the Rowan or Germanic eras (anc therefore that 
neither Clovis nor Charlemagne was French). 


An¢é finally, does love of the fatherland require Geception dy o@ission or 
agGherence to the gost suspect conventions? Accoréing tc these sage 
instructions, the reign of Saint Louis was “the gost beautiful medieval French 
period.” Why renger honor to « notorious anti-Sesgite who was responsible for 
the annihiletion of the cultural heritage of the Jews, which hac been 
preserved an¢ enriched in Champagne anc in the rest of the kingdom over a 
period of centuries, but was reéguceé to ruin by his order in Paris? More 
generally, the total silence about sedieval anti-Semitiss in Surope anc its 
repeatec resurgence until the ‘9th century deprives students of an i=gportant 
element in an understanding of what the soral set@osphere of these eras was, 
and at the same tise the sense of emancipation brought about by the American 
anc French revolutions. With such knowledge, they woulc unterstanc where the 
Hezi prectices (which were not all born of a “Clabolical imagination") case 
fros. In this connection. the crusaders of Godefroy de Bowlllion (“se Suropean 
undertaking,” according to these sage instructions) were the precursors of the 
tren¢ when they burned 211 of the Jews they founc still alive in Jerusalem in 
1095 in @ synagogue, the first version of the “final solution.” 


It is logical to stress the value of the Declaration of the Rights of Man anc 
the Citizen, Decause it corresponds in fact to «a tise when oui country was at 
the heart of world history and was regarded as rwoh by others. Sut the linear 
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“ethnocentric” treatg@ent Goes not really allow this. For Fremenm cit sens 
themselves, the history of France can only be understood if it is seen #it%.5 
frames of reference larger than itself. If the teaching of it remains 
subordinate to the exaltation of a “powerful national feeling” <.-!. 
Chevenement, 23 October 1954), children of other origins, for *heir part, cer 
mot fail to experience « sense of exclusion ewen gore xeenly. unless ‘ee; 
persuade themselves that their ancestors too were Gauls, which cannmo! «efter 
all De regardec a5 progress in their historic comprenhens.on. 


The French Language an¢ Literature 


Rather thar perfecting new gaterials designed to “strengthen” tne practice of 
Prench agmsong the children of sigrant workers, as the “order” just giver to < 
CEFISEM instructs, again officially endorsing the concept of the linguistic 
Geficit, one might hope that the instruction given the stucy com#@issions-- 
"proager knowledge sharec by all the students will contribute to a better 
mutual understanding an¢ the development of a culture which is fore open anc 
richer” (18 December 1954)--will be applied to the teaching of history «5 we). 
as French. The existence of Prench-speaking writers on several coml.nents, —| 
Dlack Africa and in the MaghreD in particular, in fact sakes possibie 4 more 
open approach to other human realities in owr own language, with trans) sl ons 
eliginating every ligitation in a reals in which we can no .onger content 
ourselves with the segalowaniac principle according to which “it is ‘renen, 
anc thus universal.” 


Prom Close¢ to Open Ethnocentriss: 


The clarifying effect which one can perceive in the gsinisterial statements 
suffers fros a sajor ¢ifficulty: the verw pature of the popularity .* mas 
won. One sight fear in fact that this popularity Goes not Gerive entire.) 
fros the conviction that we are thus reestablishing the fore  reci= one. 
schools in teres of their content ‘except for data processing) anc t”rtr 
methods, to wit the authoritarian inculcation of knowledge. Children of even) 
origin are likely to suffer therefrom, deginning with the foreigners anc «. 
the French cit‘sens who do not feel truly at home in the schools. — 
ingeec necessary to Gevote great comcern to the knowledge ‘hey acquire. “™ 
gastery of written French is indeed an “absolute” priority for those who wer 
mot initiated in it in theic families, ané thus for sgany children of 
imegigrents. But this vigilance does not have to Go solely with Ciscip.ine an 
the direction of the effort. It is only through rether civerse ant rater 
eutonosous situations of real activity, so that doth the inciv.cwue. 
Gifficulties ané the sost original expressions will be evident ‘herein, "he" 
it cam lead to « serious assessment of intellectual gains. 


The children of iemigrents Go not require « special pedagogy, anc ‘uere is ™ 
reason to devote gore attention to their specific characteristics then *: 
those of others. When it is seen that certain eGucational activities or 
references are characterizec Dy an arbitrary cultural aspect, instrec 
“coagpensating” for thes by Gangerous references to other ethmic "ea. ities, 
would be well to go beyond the very principle of this narrow ethnocentr.st, 
other worgés saking the educational reality sore consistent #:°5  °5 
universalist sais. “Differentiaetion®™ cannot be inculcate¢ without Dorin: 
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to the new right wing, which ungentiy preaches an “authentic 
dik ‘+remtialise® (Alain Ge Benoist), in other words apertheic, a consistent 
version of cultural relativisas. 


Apart frows the fascination of the exotic or @ postcolonial guilt complex, cone 
cannot see on what Dasis other than humanism and rationalisa, the desire to €° 
beyon¢ owr own cultural ligitations (our *“ethnocentrise”) in « sore open 
approach to other cultures can teke on its meaning in the schools. it is 
therefore mot 2 question of renowncing our culture: tredition or of 
intensifying it in a so-calilec “competitive” Kint of chavvinisa, Sut ratuer 
Geepening it by bringing owr concepts an¢ our s.nowl practices closer to the 
universalist values without which they too often cissolve into inooherence. 
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POLITICAL Feaee 


Paris ESPRIT ic French Jum 85 pp 173-175 
‘article by Gilles Kepel: ‘The Muslia Population anc ‘se Islamic Commenity’. 


[Text] The Muslia population living in France to¢ay serves as the target of 
the discussions ent polemics Gealing with the presence of immigrants om our 
satioasl territory. 


According to the arguments of some, the Muslias ore, thanks to their culture, 
so to speak, incapable of assigilation. They wouldé be umabdle to share the 
to be basic to the French identity, the essential compoments of 


In regpomse to this argupest, other certainties are volced: ‘the Musligs «are 
by catere similar, indeed identical, to the rest of the population living is 


ing waee of a political cebete 

which for its part is tacking between the Scylia of “senc them beck across ‘he 

eerders” anc the Charyddis of “give them their citisenstip.” in the one 

the has the states of & pessive thine. 

Decisions will be sage comcerming these people without, apperestiy, acy 
consigeretioe of whet they themselves baeve to say shout their situation. 


ch follows bas been to listen to the 
worse This ¢esire to listen is desec of 6 
Simple postulate: whatever the Gesires of some for expulsion an¢ others for 
essieiletion way be, there is to¢ay « Muslia popelstion estigatedc at 2.5 
sillice Sedivigeals Living is Premce, who Gue to this very fact, cevelonec anc 
bellt their style of life oe Freach soil. This style represents «4 whole 
complex of social prectices which ioterrelates with the organization wits 
which the French state comcerns itself. It is these practices ve went to 








study, is teeir relationship wit® this organisation, aaé the purpose of 
is te replace en approach ceset on the franevors« of French polit si 
categories iacludéiang the Mueslizt population here ans there, with a rererse 
tread Gesignes to restructure the political categories utilised dy the Mus ios 
is Preece to comceive of their role anc thelr Jes ty. 


At the outset is the very planting of ow procedure, two questions frise. * 
place eaphasis om the “Nuslia™ sature of 4 population which Say per=ape <-> 
ect s religious icestity, Sut other «ines, for example ethnic, social. 
Linguistic, etc., sexing it inappropriate to thine is tergs of the ver 
coecept of a “Muslia popwlatios*? Shy, forecver, loom into the po.tt. =. 
aspect of social practices which, some say, have so Such aspect, see" = 
fasting. prayer or avoidance of certain types of food? 


i=] 


What is certeic is that the pedlic perceives the Tact that 5 percent of the 
populatice living is France adheres to islam ay a problems. The fact that to s 
is s eatter of opision, if you will, an¢ say possibiy be a false prod.es 
relatice te the sore syotematic comcept of the worlé, Goes cot change met*+ 
atell. Is fect, as soos as one abandons the level of prejecice to .oo* .©° 
the Muslia aspect of « population sociologically, ome is faces with so m 
éiffereat practices aaéc represectatioss whic® are tiveragent . 
coetreéictory egsoag thesse.ves, *5a*t Isles ie Freece is a0 Longer & # 
coacept ss suck, iseutedlie is its essence, Sut & Sur ject regsui 
reorganization at the comclusion of the study. 





Ané jest a8 we are questioning the Mus.ig aspect of these practice 
argeumests, we are questioning the political sapect, that 15 So Say HO 
means is terus of the Preach social system as 2 whole. Thus, Tor f8enp-©, 
prayer unéertaren withic the frasewors of private religiows pra ‘ 
Meslis slose is bis home ¢oes sot come into the fragewors« of 
isvestigsatice. Os the other bast, collective prayer, or ©58t whlom © * 
place et the labor site, is is owr view very significant, is that Seceune 
ites visibility, the Boeily which gay possidiy exteme it, amc ©5f presses 
requires for its performance, it Sas @ place in the systes of sya" 
recognizes ty society an¢ the French state. 


The empirical ¢ate on the ways of being & Mog.ia in France tocay s5oOe ar 
variety. We will sttempt first of #1. to Geee & Oroee survey of these fora 
isolating aaéd separating from thes certais pertinent characteristics ss ore 
to establis® « typology of scées of Setavior, practices an¢ represents’ 
gsaking it possible to look isto the .ises Setweer Eslesic cultere 
political attiteces segfong the Mus.it pope.ation is Prance, & i isa whi 
basic for these who want to comtegplate the changes in .48 #510" 
establisheest is frence of such « sopulation sight is the future rege.re. 


The fect is that the Freact “assigilationist” socel, cevre.opec #.°". 
frasework of 4 matlon-siate which is the foster Srotrher of Jacobdiaiss,. 
being pet to 6 barst test is t5is Lest quarter of the 20th century * sr. 
the wourge of community Gemgancs, among which to regioma. ane re..€) 
are gost comspicuces. The foreligzers assimilates anc sature..aee os 
2 ceeteries, ca the tesis of s sowement which is sot Sasiceliy cifferest 
thet which gellicise¢ the provinces an¢ provinci#. Gisiects, *aper-e 
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process 6ual, ao¢ barciy at all a community, lewel. There is 
sotMing to prove that it will always be thus, and owtsice France, without 

tee igperial sodel of the United States, wherein communities » 
are juxtaposes anc reach agreement, our Spanish, Italian and German sel g>oors 
have integrates the concept of a sonstate coggunity, estadlished on their 
territory anc is their language, in their law, from Catalonia to the upper 
Acige, anc frog the Basques to the people of Val c"hosta. 


5 
5 
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As will be seen is the articles which follow, the Islasic cossgunity 
ther clear is a certain susber of the practices and 
have attegptec to analyze. But this wery affiliation shows 
grest civersity is mature, ranging from the guri¢ sodel, for example, which is 
very open anc receptive to French society, to the Islamist sod¢el, which is 
fore closeé an¢ instrumental is its relation to French society. Although 
there is without a dowdt « community affiliation developing among certain 
Mosles protagonists in France (anc probably sore among the gultiple and 
Violently competitive spokes@an than among the Muslias at the dbase level), 
this cogegwiity seems to us to have ill-defined contours, for the time delns, 
wich represent as gany points of iapassiomec sedate. 


This ¢ifficulty im specifying the contours is sot caused by the people who are 
the focus of the study alone, dut by the research tean’ making the study as 
well. The articles presentec here are the first rowgh outlines of « phane 
Sesignec to gather together an¢ organize saterials an¢ preparation for an 
extensive sociological survey which will Se undertaken later. The pedilcatios 
of these prelisicary works, the provisional sature of which should be 
stressed, is istended to provice an opportunity for criticises and resar«s 
which will help us to define our subsequent efforts sore clearly. 


1. The research team, headed by Semy Levreau, was established within the 
framework of the Intermational Studies and Besearch Center CERI) of tne 
Bational Political Science Foundation, with the support of the Center for 
Stwéies of French Political Life (CEVIPOF), the CHURS [National Center for 
Scientific Research), ant the Ministry of Besearch and Technology. 


Guy Gerwet, the director of the CERI, tas thanks to his Gecisive support 
to bemefit, since it was established, from the 
the Center. We are wery pleased to offer him these first 








ABASIC BADIO STATIONS: CHASACTERISTICS, AUDIENCE 
Paris ESPRIT in Prench Jum 55 pp 76-155 
[article by Lec Gertulesco: ‘Aad Radic Stations in the P¥ Banc”. 


(Text) It is with the Arad radio stations in the Fm banc 
which can be beard is Paris that owr study Segics. These 
regdic stations are sot, it goes without saying, soy *>* 
less the tool, decause they are “free,” of various groups 
which gake cheagselves the spokesmen for thelr Listeners, 
ané beyoas that group, for a population the contours of 
which rewaic unclear--Airad, Muslia, ieeigrest!? Some of 
these groups could be confused by the observer with the 
popelatios whiec®, it is clisiseé. is represestec. 
Sometheless, these radio stations, insofar as they are 
nearé, respond to seeds ant semands, even while ‘hey create 
others. Is eé¢dition, « comparison of their progregs, *>eir 
wessages, their languages anc the levels of language ‘ory 
use wakes it possible to estadlish a first approxigation of 
the range of practices withic the Muslia populations is 
France. 


A survey of the Ared-Muslia role is F™ programs Seamed toward Paris soom .o8 5s 
to the realisation that, although selther sassive sor permanent, ‘his ro. +5 
sometheless very real. [It is rather ¢ifficult to establis® the exact sumorr 
of redic stations broedcasting om the FN band, since some of them spprer 
and ¢isappeer again equally suddenly, while for others reception is 4ifficuit 
f the poor technical quality or the weak power of the Sroaccast ing 
fecilities. Amother ¢ifficulty bas to Go with the criteria to de sdoptec in 
Arad radic station. If programs in Arabic slome (all of the 
cbvicesly sot s secessary cosdition, cae can rescily see “oat + 

Arabic programs, abowe all if this is linked with clearly son-séren: 
contest, sight exclude certain redic stations froe our survey, eves “ou 
part of the Mueslia populations residing is Paris sight listen to thes i on 
thinking, for example, of Bacdico-Solell amd Badio-afrique). 


: 
8 
* 
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In a first phase, anc defore going into « sore detalles ceseriptios of the 
contest of the progrags of these racic stations, we will list tnem, p.acing 
thes is se curve which will sot represest their respective frequencies for 
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they Go or can change these, since practically some of thes is legal), Sut 
retv<;r will assess the grester or lesser extent of their “Arad” sateure. This 
quality of being “Arad” is is turn sace up of elements such as the Islagic 
theme, the sdoptice of pro-diradD positions, preference for Arad classical or 
popular susic, etc. Deviously, the explicit anm¢ ammownced cesire on the part 
of the spomsors of a radio station to be viewed as Aired is also an element is 
tais Ared sateure. 


The Beergency of a Community 


Let ws say et the outset that this study showldé be placed withia a certains 
perspective, seen frog the poiat cf view of the relationship Detween these 
regio stations anc their auciences. We Selieve that the role of the radio 
stations terged “Arad” or “Wueliw-oriented” operating om the FM Dand is less 
tee expressions of a paerticuler culture, is this iastaenmce that of the 
igse@igrests (even though in fact it is wofficially recognized that they play 


the achievements of that linguistic discipline 
thet it Sas shown that any cog@umication of «4 sessage, 
whatever it wight Se, Lovolres the emergence of at least two lewels: that of 
tee origiaater aen¢ that of the recipient of the sessage. And it is sore 
precise to regerc these sore 45 creations of the word sitwation than as 
eatities which eristed prior to it. Is fact, estadlished as such by the 
¢ispatem of the sessage, these two levels are capadle of Deing changed, 
Sividces aené ciecured is various ways is the course of the cogsunication 


This model of “level-creating sessages” can De transposed from the area of 
isterpersoaal coggumications to ‘5 geass seclia. Moreover, the laportant thing 
bere Lies is the emergence, or the increasing visildility, to speak in sore 
political tergs, of sew partoers in the social game, paertaers who Like to 
represest theaselvres is these cays a3 *coggunities,* a comcept as rich anc 


interesting as it is ambiguous. 


In the renge coverec Sy this Arad-Muslia sector which is claised and 
postulated by the redic stations Selng stedie¢, we Sawe then first of all, at 
the poist of greatest cpenmess, faclo-Orient Sroedcasting om 106.5 Mhz 18 out 
of 2% bowrs a Gay), anc then Badic G--The Voice of the I[egigrant (on 98) and 
Bacio Third Worlé--£1 Sawt a1 Aradi (‘om '02.5), Sroagcastiag during soge 
evening Sours. Two other recdic stations Bacio Arete de Paris and Badio ées 
Musulseens) could be seaticned, Sut they Seve sot or sedgcast since the fall of 
19864. or if they are costiawiag to go so, it is in sporadic fashion and 
Giffiecwlt to Beer. And finally, at the other end of the range we have Badio- 
Beers (Droedcasting on 94.5, Detween 5 pm anc 2 an). 


A Single Multicolored Radio? 
Before soving ca to a study of the comtent of the progrags >croedcast dy each 


of these redic stations, we will look Oriefly at their legal status. It would 
appear frog this point of view that, Fadlo-Beurs excleded, some of these 
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stations has legal authorization to Srosdcast. In other words, they are al. 
broadcasting illegally. Howewer, this illegality is relative, simce .* is 
perfectly well-known to the public authorities, who are toleratiaog ‘toe 
sitwation. Some radio stations have preferrec to cease Srosccesting 
voluntarily, if only tesporarily, to forestall seizure. This was the case 
with @adic Arabe ¢e Paris, which >roadcast for the last titw curiag *e 
evening of 14 Sovember, at the enc of the so-called period uf tolerance. 
Since that date, however, it bas degum again to Srosdcast, Sut only 
sporadically. Se that as it say, that evening vroadcast, supposedly the ast, 
by a free pro-Muslia radio station, prowideé an opportunity for a very 
fruitful discussion with the listeners, who called the studio is .arge 
auabers. It is interesting to note, in relation to the cultural role of 
rallying the Arad-Muslis cog@umity «Mich this type of radio station say play. 
that the gajority of the listeners, entirely aware of it, were ory insistent 
about the existence of an Arad and Muslia voice in Paris, of the seec for 
which this radio station bad sade thes aware, and which they ¢i¢ sot want ‘to 
see <isappear. Some even went so far as to urge that all three “Ared-Muslia” 
radio stations then Droadcasting to Paris join together on the same frequency, 
very readily envisaging the existence of a “tricolor” radio stations (on the 
implicit model of the Parisian Jewish radio stations).’ 


This possibility, which is sot practical for the tise being Secause of the 
lack of ideological compatibility among these stations, is sot viewed asaance 
dy the government authorities, who could look favorably upon the developsgent 
of a single denoginational radio station serving the seabders of the second 
largest religious community in Freace. The sost serious candidate smonmg °° 
radio stations for this role is @a¢io-Orient, whose proposal was sub@ittes *o 
the higher authorities last autugns Dy the agdassadors of the Arad League io 
Paris. The only reason authorization was sot given was ‘oe ispossidility at 
the present time of finding 2 frequency available in the §8.-'02 FM range. 
which is extremely crowéec. 


Tt was soreover as the future "Moslem radio station” that Badio-Orient, which 
was represente¢ at the Natiomal Convention of Associations of French “eslias 
held in Paris last December,2 was Salled at that gathering. 


@adio-Orient is therefore the dest developed and also the gost professional of 
these radic stations. [t operates, as ¢o gany private radio stations is tne 
PM band, as an association. This association, which has tacen the nage 
*Radic-Orient--The Yoice of the Paris Arad and Muslia Comgm@unity™ (this 
complete designation is regularly reiterated in both Arabic and Frercnh Detween 
programs), originally a¢opte¢ as its goals, its bylaws say, “providing 
objective reporting om the Muslis world in all its diversity, serving toe 
Muslim community in the spiritual, soral and artistic resias, and encouraging 
dialogue between civilizations and cultures.” 


It showld be noted that the "Muslia community” showl¢ be taken in its Sroacest 
and sost civilizing sense, as used in the countries of the Sear East, ‘mat is 
to say including Christian Arads. Sot only are there Lebanese and Egyptians 
Christians among the 50 egployees this radio station Sas, and sot omly did it 
share its frequency for a tise with another free Christian Phalange radio 
station, La Voix éu Cedre [The Voice of the Cedar), Sut siso 4 certain sumer 
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of Christian leaders of Lebanese or French sationality were agong the 
personalities who voiced their SySpactnies with and support fur the newly 
established free radio station in 1982. This inclusion of Christians in the 
“Muslis cogaunity* \e@l-jaliya el-islagiya}) is the sore remarkable since, far 
from deing vaguely cultural, the Islamic content of this radio station's 
prograeaing is entirely specific and meligious in sany respects. 


A good sumpber of the programs, in fact, have to do with Islagic practice and 
education. The Friday prayers are often broadcast over the airwaves by Radic- 
Orient direct fros Mecca, a3 is the homily. In answer to &@ qvestion fros a 
.istemer ome day, ome o” the Station’s ammouncers said that this prograa was 
o@ing Droadcast thanks to che Saudi autOorities, with a vlew to serving the 
“jaliya islagivya™ in Paris. fovever, when the listener expresses surprise 


‘hat this was the plan. in fact, the prayers are today being rebroadcast most 
of the time from a sosque in Paris. 


A large part of the music Lidrary of the radio station, Soreover, consists of 
atts of cassettes from Saudi radio stations, idha’at el-qur’an el-xaric snd 
Sica’ el-islas.4 This Bacterial support fros Saudi Aradia, far fros seeing 
concealed, ts entirely in the open, and is also there to be read in the tudget 
of the cssociation, where it is clear saat the Sudget can be SDalanced thanks 
Se private gifts coming 2@S3ically from the Saudi royal fagily. When 
questioned om this point, « representative of the saticonal authority sai¢ he 
Sav sothing wrong in this, proviced that the rule asccordiag to which an 
imdividwal private gift must sot exceec 25 percent of the total resources is 
respected. 


Another rule provides that its ow- SPOScessts Bust represent at least #0 
percent of the total programs >roadcast, for each radio station, which nas sot 
prevented the Sroadcasting of the wecorcings supplied directly Sy the Saudi 
radio stations of which we have sposen. Among these recordings are religious 
tales (commentaries on the Koran) dy Sheikh Charawi.S who has « .aree 
following in the Sear fast. 3.3 appearance on Badio-Orient cannot help Sut 
e®Bpmasize the Egyotian cOloring which is also to be found, @oreover, ia the 


Busical prograss. 


Professing thus to >be Muslia, Racdio-Orient sight save an audience among “Muslias 
Paris listeners who are sot rads. Some indications, such as a letter 
received at the station an¢ read over the radic in which an African Listener 
expressed Sis pleasure at the existence of « racic station “heard Sy all the 
Musligs,” wight suggest that its suclence even e#rceeds the boundaries of the 
Ared-Muslig population. The fact TeSains that since silgost all of the 
Station's progrags are ins AraDic, they gust perforce be oriented gore toward 
this audience than any other. 


Very nearly all of the Programs Oroaccast Sy Sadlo-Orient are religious. A 
portion of thes which is sot B@g.igiGle can be put in the category of 
“educational and entertaingent programs,” im which the entertainment is server 
witmowt educational purposes, and the e¢ucstional programs always fall withic 
® ga@e context. Here one can see one saerecteristic, an¢ certainly act the 


34 











only ome, which Sadio-Orient Sas in common with the government radio stations 
im the drat countries ‘os the Levant. 


Program Entitlec “l Sant 4 Solution” 


Por example, « program callec "How To Win” (i'raf terdan poses puss.s for 
the listesers on various subjects taken from the reals of Arad cu.ture 
(history, geography, art, proverds which sust Se completed). There say of 4 
fragment of ausic which the listener is aske¢ to complete, also giving ‘5 
mame of the singer. The sodel established by Radio Monte-Carlo is clearly 
evicent. This does sot alter the fact that this station shows an affi.iation 
on the part of doth the announcers anc the listeners with the space of the 
*uruba,” or Arad worls, in the way Listener participation is solicited, in tHe 
comgpensation--syadolic--of the winner, + way of enhanciag, and tnheredy 


confirsging his. 


This participation by the Listeners is often requestec anc say even of the 
very essence of -ne oroaeccast. For example a Wednesday evening program ©s..¢° 
"I Want « Solution” (uri¢u allan) allows the listeners ‘to call the studio %o 
pose a problem of « social or legal sature. In the saifority of cases ‘tne 
issues ace set forth in a letter. For example, a girl fines serself subject 
to sistreatment by ber stepmother (her father’s secomc wife. mat should she 
do? Yartious answers are contriduted by the listeners anc Sy he snnouncer, 
who, generally speaking, stresses the fact that an enusual solution can Se 
fount for problems situated within a Muslia goral or juridical framewor«-- 
problems involving a second wife, paternal authority, the esancipation of 
youmg women, etc.--Deceuse the individuals are living in # society wherein the 
juridical systems is sot [Islasic. Gere there is an interesting awareness of 
the very situation in which the Sadio-Orient listeners a5 «a whole fisd 
theuselves, a situation which in turn justifies and surtures ‘oe existence of 
the -sdio station. 


Other programs too are casei on letters sent to tae studio, which the 
announcer reads into the aicrophone >efore provicing an answer. A prograa 
entitled “Greetings” (tahiyys-wa-da'¢) involves the reading of letters 
received frog prisoners. Tt is regarkable that the gajority of these .etters, 
which come from inmates in La Sante or Fresnes, ¢o sot Dy any Beans commen of 
solitude or subjective sisery, Sut Sear witaess to an sawereness--or 4” 
awakening understanding--of affiliation wits tne *Arad-[slagic coga@unity,” anc 
hardly involve any requests except ‘nose explicitly involving the Gesire ‘eo 
have this awareness curtured by receiving Socks, cassettes, ¢tc- 


Finally, structure¢ on the same principle as the preceding ¢xamp_es, cut sore 
general in scope and also sore amDitious intellectually, 2 progres entitie 
"ask and Islam Will Answer” (es"el wal-islam yujid) takes ‘ne fors of a series 
of "fatwa-s"7 provided by a sheikh--always the same ome--on problems of Gaily 
life set forth in letters. This offers an opportunity for developing the 
religious dissension of these questions and stressing the real effect #m.on 
Islam should have, a3 an ideclogy and 4 practice, om tne Life of Musiias. & 
sisilar program, ut ocroadcast in French, is offered for the benefit of son- 
Arabic-speaking .isteners. 











It is motadle that the progras sesignec to provide answers which are truly 
islamic to the questions of listeners covers a very vast area, as vast as that 
of the Muslis epistemic system itself. There is am easy transition fros 
tmeclogical problems set forth within the framework of the traditional 
controversy with the two other sonotheistic religions to an exposition, 
soustless sore succinct, of the reasons which would justify allowing the 
comsumption of snails. Sut there is also a large cumber °f questions linked 
“itm the probless of society and Sally life which \ Muslia ctving in Prance-- 
anc taving the fact that he is Muslis seriously--g@ight encounter. for 
example, to the question of whether it is legitimate to take out iife 
insurance, the sheikh, referring as always to various authorities, answers 
‘mat life insurance as it exists in the West is sot comsistent with the spirit 
of Muslia law. 


Other programs using different formulas postulate the existence of a living 
link Detween the “Arab-Muslis community in Paris and the various sectors of 
Arad space. Within the framework of a prograa callec "Dialogue" (hiwar), 
performers from various Arab countries who happen to be in Paris are invited 
to participate in a discussion with a station announcer. These celebrities 
actors, singers, painters), @ost often from the countries of the Middle East, 
tus Save «4 sgeans of strengthening the links with the "territories*” of the 
Arad world, which are explicitly presented as places of cultural reference. 
It is because of this same desire for a reference system that Badio-Orient 
often (whenever the opportumity arises) Sroadcasts special “reports” sent fros 
the territory of ome of the Arab countries in the Near fast. or even 
elsewhere, if ome of these countries is involved. For example, daily reports 
were Oroadcast direct frog Sanaa while the assembly of tne Islamic Conference 
Organization was being meld in that > ty. More recently, a @adic-Orient 
correspondent reported to the listeners on the progress of King Fand during 
Sis trip to the United States. There is here an assertion of what could be 
calle¢ a “territorial base” serving a3 4 comcrete reference (or concrete 
space) for the confirmation of an Arad-Islaszic cogpsgun’ity which is not at all 
made up solely of the religious and cultural tisensicns. 


It is permaps this, the explicit reterence to a concrete Arad space, or in 
otmer words a territorial base, which constitutes the tifference Detween 
Radio-Orient anc the other Arad radio stations in the PM band, to a greater 
extent than the use of the Arabic Language, which as we have seen, is not 
total for Radic-Orient, anc which we will see later on is far from lacking at 
the other radio stations. Im fact, the two other PM band radio stations which 
are Arab, >roperly sveaking (we will exclude fadio-Seurs for the tise deing), 
im other words La Voix de l*Iesigre ‘savt el-suhajer, or The Voice of the 
Is@igrant, Sroadcasting on 95 Mhz), and La Voix Arabe (el sawt @l-aradi, or 
The Arad Voice, broadcasting on 102.5 Mhz) sake adsolutely no reference to any 
Ara country. There can be no doubt that the language used here differs 
perceptioly from that ome hears over avdio-Orient. [t is mo longer oriental 
Arabic, Sut the dialect of the MaghreD, withowt exception, which is esployed. 
Sut this is gore nearly an ingex of the origins of the announcers than of the 
cultural references of the radio stations. 


The religious progrags on Sawt el-guhajer, which is a part of Radio-G (a 
private station financially and saterially supported by the cosgsunist 
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gunicipality of Gennevilliers), .® assigned a substantially less important 
role, and the » ogram@aing 45 4 whole also involves fewer sours. WSews reports 
are given detailed treataent, “its priority Deing given to sews pertaining to 
Arab countries. Progrags of 4 cultura. sature are broadcast on Sunday 
evening, but the trestwent given AreD culture Sere, for example oa ome g.7*n 
evening, the works of Tana Sussein,§ is characterized “y a very c.car 
sSemystification effort and critica: jucgment. In this respect, the treataent 
differs from that given the same sudjects om Radio-Orient, “herein the content 
and the style of the cultura. progrags are entirely siailar to woat is 
encountered in the countries of the Micdcie East. 


Night Programming 


On Saturday evening, 4 prograst ca..ec Mac el samiria (With These Bho kerp 
Waten) extends late into the night, offering instrumenta. Susic and songs, 2~¢ 
allowing the listeners to participate -5 4 gage oy offering answers >y 
telephone to puzzles, a3 well 4s involving song ¢edications, in igitation of 
professional radio stations such 42 adic Monte-Carlo. Generally speak.og. 
gusical programming plays 4 large role is Middle Zastern, and in particular 
Egyptian, variety shows. 


There is also a nightly susical programs om £1 sawt el-arabi, a radio strtion 
which is a part of Sadio-Tiers-Monde ‘Radio Third World), and which adopts 4 
clearer ideological-political position. Tor example the susic of Shelanh isan? 
is offered repeatedly om the signhttiae progres on this radio station callec 
layali-l-ghorda ("The Nights of ‘ne exile”). These susical segzents, ‘to speak 
the truth, are usec more for the purpose of Dreaking up 4 continuous Bono. gue 
om the part of the announcer focused on ‘he statement, sany tises reiteratec, 
of the need for tae defense of the Arad characteristics of the listeners, who 
are often addressed directly. “It is your Are> sature which you sust éefen:, 
and it is your Arab presence (wujuca« el-"arabdi) which you sust assert.” 


Moreover, the listeners are oftes invited to participate by telepmone in 
discussions on subjects of the w.icest variety, Sut always celatec to 
immigrant life: “The Muslis Pasily.” “The Arad Man anc His affective SNature-- 
Should He Discard It To Adopt the Sationa.iss of the Westerners?", “Marriage 
With a Foreigner.” The soderator of the discussion, who provides an 
introduction, also comments om ‘the sedate a3 .° develops, and he lixes ‘o gre 
a conclusive fora to his statements, “hich tend clearly to Save s pedagogi ca. 
and soral tome with regar¢d to listeners “fo are often awkward, anc above 4.. 
say speek Arabic >acly. One .istener called and sei¢ very sisply: 


"I am living with a foreign woman, outsice ‘he bonds of sarriage.” 
"Do you know that this is 4 gajor sin in ‘ne eyes of Islas?” 
"I know.” 


Wel., try to act as islam <cictates. jood-ore, ay orother, and thank you ‘or 
calling.* 











Then the ¢iscussion went om, With particular insistence on the essentially 
French phenomenon of young Muslig girls Sarrying non-Mus) iss. 


For some time now (gore or less since the beginning of February 1985), the 
eve, more frequent presentation of religious programs has been noted on this 
racio station, ‘Skiing up the greater part of the evening. There one bears, in 
particular, recorégec talks by Sheikh Kichk’0 which are notable for the 
vicletce with which he attacks the progressive Arab regimes (such as the Baas 
megi@e in irag). Is this « resumption of comtrol of the station by 
“epresentatives of Iislagiss, or would the Cistinction between Islagic 
"e Sous discourse an¢ that of the progressive Third World be secondary to 


st is perhaps. after all, his assertion of an Arab presence, incdepengen: of 
the forms it say take, which Sexes it possible to regarc Racio-Beurs ‘a 
Stétion whose announcers Say it is neither an Arab, nor « Muslia, nor an 


& POlnmt it has in comson with Racio-Orient is that the “territorial base,* 
while it is situated outsice the Levant, is nonetheless c.early designated. 
Tt is Algeria. Thus on Radio-Beurs, the whole of the evening of | Sovesber is 
Gevotec to the Algerian national holicay. 


AS to the nature of the susic dbroadgcast, it is Substantially less orienta) 
‘han that on the other radio stations. if Sheikh Imam is broadcasting (he has 
even Deen invited to broagcast live frog the station), the announcers take 
eres: care to emphasize the progressive nature of his COBpositions that 
eVensng, anc the proportion of oriental @usic (thet is to say, basically 
Egyptian) “8 mo Sore than a third of the time allocates for instrumental and 
vocal rusic. The other two-thirds are allocated to European an¢ American and 
popu.ar songs anc Berber susic. 


The Sharec Audience 


Despite the fact that it naS MOL to Gate been possible to establish any 
reliable estimates of the number vor 2ffiliation) of those sistening to each 
of these radio Stations, ome can de conficent, as the announcers and officials 
@t the various radio stations are, that the population which maxes up the 
JOLnt aucience of all of these stations is for the gost part i@eigrants fros 
the Ared countries of North africa anc the Micdle East, whose Settlement in 
France may be recent or, Quite the contrary, say 6° Deck @ generation. In 
@GCition to this central listener nucleus, some radio stations locatec at the 
ce Ow Spectrum Say seek, or rather capture, gore particular an¢ sarginal 
categ.ries, which find in the orientation or “tone” of this station or that an 
@GCitional attraction. ‘The young €irls anc boys in immigrant fasilies fros 
A.geria will be gore et hope with Recio-Beurs, which will not prevent thes 
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from telephoning Sawt ¢. suhajer *o contribute to a discussion or to Gecicate 
& song. On the other hand, Middle Sastermers in Paris temporarily or faking « 
more prolongec stay there will ft: in Radio-Orient « familiar style, which 
will howewer not prevent thes frog possibly consicering themselves as integra. 
parts, along with other categor.es of listeners, of that Parisian “Jalirye 
‘arabiya wa islasiys"’’ which is the sain target of the s.ation'’s pessage. 


This leads us to a Gefinition, dy way of @ provisional conclusion, of the 
status of this "“Arad-Muslig community in Paris.” if we compare the objective 
diversity of the components of this postulates comsunity on the one hanc 
‘neither the use of the Arabic Language mor Are@d orig.n, sor even anc above 
all the joint an¢ sassive practice of 1s.am can serve as pertinent criteria 
for such « Gefinition), amc on the other hanc the singular insistence dy all 
of the regio stations, Ra¢io-Beurs exceptec, on & single, same so-callec Arad 
an¢ Islamic community as the target of ‘heir sessages, it woulé appear ‘that 
the principle for the Gefinition anc estab..shpent of such « community ities in 
large part in this sessage itselt. 


Now the stuéy of @ given communications situation, prowiced .t Goes not 
overlook those aspects which are precise.y “situational,” cannot Dut oring 
forth the basic fact that speech, or rather the very gesture of speech, ever 
before it is investe¢ with any content whetever, saaes of the interlocutor «4 
nearer, establishing a sort of existence for his. Therefore gpeech will ipso 
facto qualify the hearer. in the present instance, this speech occurs within 
the framework of a situation characterizec by @ loss of icentity, anc also @ 
search for identity. or iet us say, sore precisely, # search for the 
redefinition of iGentity. Bacio, anc the racio st#tions, will contribute 
greatly to this redefinition, the sore so because the arrow 1m the classic 
diagras showing the Girection of the sessage is reversibie here. The hearers 
often becope speakers, anc are ever enoouragec to Go SO, in writing anc oy 
telephone. This participation by ‘he -isteners, fer frow being sSargina. anc 
purely for its entertainment va.ve 45 +5 the case with the peripheral racic 
networks, PTL |Racio-Television Luxembourg) or Radic Monte-Cario, which 
popularizec this procecure in France), is entirely functional here. The 
listeners see themselves in the image of ‘hem the racio station proposes, anc 
by this adgission of recognition, ‘ney +5 return nurture the “consciousness- 
raising” effort being wade with the aucience dy ‘nr reacio station announcers. 
This leacs gredually to ‘he emergence of @ specific growp or community within 
the population of France as a whole. 4.50, +* is known that tne gaining of « 
group’s awareness of itself, ané thus its self-definition, cannot of 
dissociated froe its crystallization as @ Gistinct group. @ho «nows whether 
in such crystallization, the role of as i@eeaterial an entity a8 racic 
broségcasting say not de as ig@portant as that playec oy Sore visibdie 
activities, those of the associations, or the truly re:igious activities of 
the prayer assemb. ies. 


FOOTNOTES 


*. -€s is known, the various sovements founc in ‘ne Jewish community of the 
Paris region, each of which is initia.iy represented by @ particular 
station (Juéaiques-PM, Radio-J-Shalos , “ave Since 1964) been Drought 
together on the same frequency. This grouping however has if "O° way 
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changec the civersity of these movements anc approeches, which retain 


3. 


5. Gmele>h Mulbemmec “Metwalli Cha’rewil (born 19''), former ginister of the 
"waal-s,” plays 2 collective pedagogical role in Egypt (anc well beyond 
it, as bas been noted) wery effectively. His lessons in religion, based 
algost exclusively om the Korean, anc thus seemingly neglecting the 
scholarly trecition of the commentaries, heve « wide influence among the 


6. It is known thet the famous redio networ 
toward 


to is ca.lec in the Jewi-.. .racition 
teshuvot, are responses provided to the beliew.r> DY * ~-..gious 
but an expert on tredition) om the widest 


5. Tahe Hussein is the great writer and philosopher on Egyptian history 
(1889-1973). His subtle an¢é complex thought was the foous of official 
rehabilitation in his country, which transformec it into an ideology. 


9. This dlinc Egyptian susician, who is nelther « sheikh nor an igas, a5 the 
Pacio-Beurs anmmouncers emphasized on the evening be was invited to 
broadcast (heavily stressing the absolutely “secular” nature of his 
message), bas become linkec with what is callec “committed” or "prog -es- 


Cc 











sive” Arad songs. Together with the poet an¢ songwriter Fousc Bege, 
he gave a recital (at the Amanciers 
of 198%) which was « great success. He sow lives in France. 


role played by his ideas in the ideology of 
G. Kepel, which follows here, “The Lessoo of Shelah Fuisal* (Bote 4). 


Tl. <Aredb-Islamic community. 

















EFFECTS OF ISLAM OB DAILY Lire 
Paris ESPRIT in Prench Jue 85 pp 166-196 
article Oy Gilles Eepel: "The Lesson of Sheikh Paisal*) 


rise inte French skies, there are Such humbler arrangements for the gathering 
of dellewers--carpets lai¢ gown is factory balls amc the dDasesents of ELM 
(low-cost housing) Dulléings an¢ workers’ clute. 


show individual adoration of God, the collective prayer on Pricey noon, which 
oréinarily takes place in the proper place, whict is the gsoeque, serves the 
purpose of reincorporating the faithful Muslia in the community of believers 
week after week. Following the ritual prostratior, the Dellevers listen to 
their imam deliver the Friday sergoc \ehetde), in which he takes up the 
probloms of the “Usea" and the best seans of resolving them, governed by the 
injunctions prowiced by God through the text of the Koran or froe the south of 
his Prophet. 


in France, the gajority of Muslims, who are factory eaployees often assigned 
to shift work, have a probdles is perticipating in the collective Friday 
prayers. if this ¢ifficulty im carrying owt « ritual requirement is systolic 
evidence that the community as such cannot gather together, thus eaphasizing 
the emigrant situstion, the Degire (hijre), the fact sometheless ressins that 
the Deliewers can seet duri 











It ie ome of these Lessons | woul like to present anc analyte bere. it was 
set forth at the beginning of 1964 im the mosque establishes in the basement 
of a workers’ club a¢ministerec by the SOMACOTRA’ in Bagnolet. ‘The isam who 
is its suthor, the Ledemese Shelad Faisal Meoulesoul, or AdDow “Agger, en joys 
some renown among bis coreligionaries is Frence. ows 
federations ané confederations of Muslia associations, an¢ is the spiriteal 
guide of the Islamic Grows of France (GIF). The lessoe 

se woice to ose of the trenés of thought which rums throwgh the issigrest 
Muslia population, withowt dy far comstiteting its sajority representation 
this year of 1985--the Islamist faction, whose sett: 
thinking of the Muslia Srothers an¢ the sister of that 
movements which earich the sews reports frog the Mice 


t 
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tn the lesson set forth here, the subject of which is “The Commandery of Good 
ané the Booting Owt of Swil.™ Smelkh Faisal ¢reftec ae isage of the world 
designet for the Muslia immigrant workers who sake up his weekend audience is 
the windowless rooe in the SOBACOTRA club. Ge set forth for thee « sodel for 
the interpretation of Isles, an¢ throwgm it, an explanation of their present 
situation and om affirmation of their igentity as combetants is a *jinat” the 
purpose of which is to Dring Gown the regige governing in viclation of the 
injumetions of Go¢, ané to Sull¢ the islamic state. 


To ungersvtanc how sucht «a sodel is set up is to identify the procedures sexing 
possible the resolution of the sost comgsfon probdlegs in the gaily life ofs 
Muslia immigrant worker through commitment to « bettle which establishes « 
communion between the social systems anc the trenscenéents! orger. An 
evaluating the ¢ynagics of this sodel, in comparison to those characteristic 
of other sowegents of thought found elsewhere in the Muslia population, leacs 
to the question as to whether the solutions it offers, with its preaching of 
“transcendental silitancy,.” cam satisfy--anc to what point--the social, 
cultural en¢ igentity requirements of this populations. 


In orger to enéerstan¢ the establishment of the Isiasist wocel, it is 
essential first of all to review the lesson of Shelan Paiseal itself. It was 
presentec as a lengthy aé¢ress, the tape recoréing of which took up a 90- 
minete cassette. The shelkh spoke in Arabic, anc eset the so-called 
remmatical® (fusha) level of language (which is & xiné of koine understood 
by literate individuals), while also having frequent recourse to the Lebanese 
dialect, particularly, for example, when he referreé to this or that trivial 
sitwation. The general powerty of vrocedulary, Gowdtless dictated dy the 
wediocre Arabic lingwistic lewel characteristic of a listener from the 
Magmre>,. ané the systematic use of redundancy and reptition Geprive « literel 
translation of the lesson, or of its gost iaportent passages, of any great 
interest. Thes we will exenine & sumeery, supplemented here anc there dy 
quotations frogs the origina: text. 


The Commandery of Good and the Booting Out of Evii 


This is the theme of this lesson, which is sot "an eacegesic or scientific 
lecture” det « series of “consicerstions on 6 subject pertaining to our 
present activity: calling the people to Go¢ anc working for the 
reestablishment of the Islamic government.” 
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The commancéery of good anc the Tooting owt of ewll are "the Dasic component 
S.¥ing structure to the personality of the Muslis and allowing the dDullding of 
the islamic society.” It is the very expression of faith ia God, its first 
anc necessary achievewent. Thus it is through the rooting owt of ewil that 
[oe Meslia is Gefined, « giniaa. St who, when be sees an evil, does sot shun 
+S in Bis Beart, at the very least, bes not the slightest lotta of faith, and 
*®cluges Sigself froe sian. Seturming its power to Islas seans Commanding 
g00¢ anc pursuing evil. Sut ome gust further know what good anc evil sean. 
For lack of « criterion to istingwish ome from the other, "the cogpsgunity of 
Se.iewers is living today in é¢issension.* 


Immovaticen and Seresy 


“any Muslias believe, for exaaple, that any “did*s,* anythiog new which 
Separts from cogma, ewer if only its Sinor aspects, is an evil. They refer to 
* Saying Sy the Propmet (hadith) to the effect that “any immowation is heresy, 
ay Seresy is perdition (¢alala), and all perditice leads to hell.” 


wow it gust be understood that there are tmree cegrees of innmowation, or 
neresy. The gost serious, the level of Goctrinal heresy (Sid's fi-)] "agida) 
eacs straignt to the flames of hell. Such neresy is cogmitted by those, like 
the philosophers, who assign attributes to Gos contrary to what the Loran 
says. The second degree, heresy in religious practice (bi¢"s fi-] "LOedat), 
mullifles the practice involve¢d, Sut does sot lead to Gehbenna unless the 
tkpress purpose of the act was to wiolate the revealed texts. The lowest 
egret, that of immowation in the resale of Customs and social relations (bic. 
fi". athlee wa-] we"asalat), swllifies only the work affected, without 
imwalicating faith, unless the explicit purpose was to vlolate the terts. 


There are however Muslieas whe regarc everything new as heretical and evil 
sucm as, for example, the wearing of “European costumes (thiyad ifranjiyya)-- 
‘rowsers, wests an¢ ties.” and who sey: “A tie? Geresy, perdition, cagnstioe 
"ere anc mow!" Wow “these garments are betie- Sultec to # cold cligate than 
‘me ¢jelladen, which was ¢esigne¢ for heat ane the cesert.... The Prophet 
nimself wore a Byzantine costume when one as given hig as « gift.” and can 
ome .@agine soldiers waging war today in ¢jellabens? (laughter). 


wooting Hassan al Ganma, the founder anc Supreme guice of the Association of 
“us.in Brothers, Shelxh Faisal expressec the view that wearing such clothing 
<3 mot @ repremensible immowation, insofar as modesty is respected (garments 
showlc comceal the form of the body), and so Lomg #3 the purpose is mot to 
imitate the Jews or the Christiens. If ‘ois were the purpose, heresy would be 
imwolved and would te an evil to te persvet. 


Jnly ome who has "ile," ome who is verse i" Canon law and the jurisprudence 
of islam, can fudge whether this or that ectice .3 “eretical. Sow very often, 
delievers come to blows aboet this, B-tce..¥ accusing each other of heresy 
witmowt understanding what it is a1! sbowt. “ecm, arriving in « village one 
cay, Say that the Musligs were divided into two factions which were tearing 
each other to pleces. Ome group insisted that « prayer g@ust de said to the 
Prophet when the suezzin’s call rang out, while to the others this was heresy. 
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They put themselves is the Sands of the suprese guide, who tolé thes tc 
eliginate doth the prayer to the Propmet anc the euezzin’s call. Sanna 
explaises to Sis listesers, wio were astonished dy this cecision, ‘5s* 
sissensioe in the ranks of the dellevers is 4 worse evil than the Seresy 
iawolwed in this instance. 


Another example of am ignorant charge of Seresy is this: a Muslia Grotmoer. 
adolescent of between 16 and 16, read in the prayer sanual of Shelah Aldesi~ 
that in performing ome’s Gewotions, ome gust arrange ome"s Sands in & certesn 
fashion. The next Gay be went to see a veneradle shelan of 70, the Leeder of 
a Muslia association, to whoe be sai¢: “Tow showlé sot place your hancs as 
you ¢o ia praying. Your prayer is iewaligateé. It is heresy, peréitios, 
hell.” Laughing, Sheish Faisal recalles that Sis weneredDle colleague cetortec 
as follows to the aé¢olescest: ‘Then we an¢ all owr ancestors, who bere alwers 
prayed in this way, wili Surs is the flases of bell, ané you ané you s.one, 
because you read three lines of Arabic text yestercay, will go to peredise?” 


The Greatest ivi. 


There are degrees of heresy anc cegrees of evil. Being aware of this Baers 1° 
possible to avoid aissing the gark, sistexing the tree for the forest, 20 that 
ome can concentrate all his efforts om « single goal, chasing out the worst of 
evils (al gunker al akder). "Master Sayyic™ (Sayyic Guts) defined that evi. 
thus: it is the exercise of power in violation of the injunctions of God ial 
nuke Of ghayr ga ancala Allah). The favored tools for casting owt this evil. 
that is to say the overthrow of an ungodly regise (al aeke al jaehiil?. 
followed by the estadlishment of the islamic government, are tne jined (holy 
war) and exhortation throwgh sergonms («hutde). 


This is the single theme which shoulc de preached in oréger to raiiy te 
believers who are wasting their energies on the pursuit of sore trifiinag 
evils. “There are people who say: ‘Too dad (ga*alich), let Safes ee. Assac 
govern, let his wresk wnat “Seroc of will, althowgh it is emown that Se 15 @ 
Alawite, an inficel, an¢d let us concern ourselves wits casting owt sogeome wh 
prays to the Propmet when the suezzin's call soundés’.” 


This is a solemn gsog@ent: all of the energies of the cogsge@unity smouic te 
éevroted to chasing owt the worst evil, and one gust presume that the interna. 
éispetes among the Muslias are secondary, given this perspective. By maxing 
too such of thes, ome plays ia... the hands of the enesies of Iisias. This is 
the case for example in commection with the prodles of intercession (tawas- 
sul), which is practiced in particular by the followers of the dSrotherhoods, 
who appeal to God to give thes creatures to intercede with hia in their favor 
--Marebdouts, ¢ervishes, living or dead, saints anc prophets, and others. Many 
Muslias wage @ serciless Dattle against those who sake such appeals, since 
intercession Kills the spirit of Islas, according to which God has 20 
associates. But Shelkh Faisal dDelieves, with regard to the disputes which 
give rise to the polegic sgfong ‘he believers abdowt the legitiaecy of 
intercession (an¢ on that dasis, the debate for and against the drotherfoods), 
that as long a3 ome addresses Got hiaself, it satters Little how. 
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t of the greatest evil, involving overtarowing an ungodly regime, 
tee unifying goal around which the community should rally, it is necessary 
maxe <nowledgeadle use of the variows means which can provide 
tais effort with «2 comerete expression. 
rt 


iS to the sultaeDdility of their use that Sheikh Paisal devotes the third and 
last part of Bis lesson, deginming it with a reference to th celetrated 
“hadits." "If you see an evil, let your hand reject it. If vow cannot do 
tis, ese your tongue, and if you cannot ¢o that, reject it is your heart.” 
Sere again, Islam estadlishes degrees. if ome fails to unégerstand and respect 
tmis, ome is ligely to achiewe « result opposite to that sought. It is this 
rise which is rum Sy gore thar ome Muslia when, in his enthusiase ani passion 
\higasa), be wants to use his hand, or force, to eliginate each evil he sees, 
our sheish explains, illustrating Sis statement with as eZaaple sarratec in 
Ledemese dialect very characteristic of the people. “Well. yow are in «a 
Muslin neighborhood, there is « mosque there, all very oeet maecdif). and bere 
comes 4 Guy VDO wants to open a govie house or a bar. Then the neighborhood 
people juep on hie: ‘What? Tow want to open « gowle house, a dar? This is « 
clean seighdorhood, sothing (repremensible) here, and evil is ao'ag to cose 
in? Ané...and...em¢...we got to force his out, that’s all!’ Then they toss 
im ¢ysasite an¢ Slow up the dar.... Am¢ why? Because "if you see an evil, 
let your band reject it’.* 


This is sot the seaning of the "hadith." according to Shei«h Faisal. The only 
ones in & position to chase owt evil physically, oy force, are those who have 
author.ty im their own domain (sanhid al sultan fi sultanihi)--the prince ial 
Pacis) in bis cowntry, the father in his howse. Others aust abstain. *You 
are the Soss of a factory with e Suntred workers. Tow see an evll among then: 
you can eliminate it physically or in any way you choose, because you are the 
soes of the plant. Sow thea, if | see an evil in your factory--what if I want 
to eliminate it dy force? This would Se entirely senseless.” 


Sut even ome who Sas suthority showl¢ sot use force without comtegplating its 
Sultedility. Let os take the example of a Brother living bere in the present. 
Se is « father anc he wants bis 20-yrer-clé son to pray. Se uses force. "He 
mits Mis (Siensel fin). So the som prays, Sut without maxing Sis aDlutions, 
if be cam avoid it, ang be is the friend neither of his father ser his God. 
hoc the cay be leaves the paternal Some. be will cease to pray and will de 
lest to Isias. 


Ome gust slways Sear in sind that we live in as wumgociy society (jenmill), and 
it serves so purpose to be too harsh with ceilléres to Baece thee prey, when 
tmey see that few of their comrades around thes pray. And here again, one 
must Se careful lest the isopportume use of force Dring sdoet « result 


opposite frome what is sought. 


Today, then, it is wits the toagve, tarough exhortation, tat we showl¢, is 
99.99 perceat of the cases, esderk upon the rooting owt of ewil. This is a 
tease which falls to the preacher. par excellence. 














Strategy for a Time of Seaxness 


What does eliminating evil “in one’s Seart”™ sean, Smeian Paisal sseec Sis 
audience, in concluding his lesson. it seans withdrawing (aueata’s) fros te 
society in which ome lives, if ome cannot eligiasate the evil ome sees, they 
answered. Wrong interpretation: we are in fact in @ tise of weakness agt 
al gu’f), there are few of us, and sinners a50unc. "The countries of Europe 
are wholly evil (kullu®a sunkarat): <¢rins, women anc everything! And if we 
éeciége to withdraw, where will we go? Seturn to our countries’ Secsuse “oe, 
would be free of all evil? Om the contrary! Shall we go tnhen to tae 
mountaintops? And what would we co there?*™ So, ome Sust reesels smong +5 
sinners to preach to them. And in such # situation, 5 pursuit of ewil “is 
(he heart® involves saintaining one’s sisiaal Islagisa in one’s Sears of 
hearts, sever forgetting its goral and doctrinal criteria, #hicn ‘oe oressures 
of the corrupt society (fassad) in which we live tareaten to ¢isso.¥e-. Ths. 
for example, if a Muslia sees his oudile daughter going out wi thous & veil. 
and if at the very least, Sis heart does sot suffer pangs of sorrow, then 
there is nothing of Islam left in Dis. 


The Meaning of ime Lesuon 


If we in turn were required to “classify” tnis gorse. of |S. amie, ©. quem, 
it would have to de placed somewhere in Setween the sermons of the great 
international preachers, the stars of the hutdba.* of which Smelan 456 &. 
@ami¢ EKicnk of Cairo is the sost Srilliant.* an¢ the little Sowilies of a 
whole crowd of ordinary preachers celiverec in the Sasegents of 4L™M Swildinas 
or adapted factory presises. The Suncrecs of cassettes of *ape-recortee 
serzons by Sheikh Kichk are om sale in all of the dest Islagic Soomstores Ln 
France, where, as in Egypt, in the Gulf region or in tne Magnred, ‘ory are as 
integral part of the auditory environment of the Muslia population. Shelah 
Paisal does not enjoy this popularity. While Sis words anc 51s Sessegr _are 
been recorded on cassettes, they Save sot a3 yet enjoyed anytoing but private 
éistridetion in some dookstores of @ cleariy defined type. As cosperec ‘to 5 
stentorian oratory of the Cairo preacher, Sis colleague io Bagnolet can omiy 
offer a thin voice. Where fiche taxes successive use of a thousand 
setaphorical notes, plunges Sis listeners into scatological jomwes *%o prope. 
thea into the theory of international relations, loses thea in cog@sgentarie*s on 
the Koran an¢d in surgical jargon is order to lead thea to the threshold of 
unjust government, Shelxh Faisal, for 515 part, eaploys caly a vocadulary poor 
in images and a pedagogical metnoc w5ich relies om constant repeitition of 
some key ideas, illustrated by examples ‘acen froa an ordinary world anc froe 
among the most oft-repeated episodes in ‘he Life of the Propnet. 


Our ig@ee is sot very likely to have great success om ‘he radio or cassettes, 
but in the very effort he puts into persuasion, in 15 patient and scrupulous 
4idactics, he reveals the undeniadle virtue of clarity end a very «een 
political sense, which assure his of s seasure of estees within the ian.arent 
Muslia population, with which he can comgmgumicate in 4 language which is sot 
without eloquence and which is anchored ins gaily experience. 

To analyze the lesson of Sheixh Faisal Sere seans Sacing 2° effort to 
geterzine what procedures have Seen used to e#st45.195m an Islamist ig@age of the 








Musilia ia@igrants in France anc Sow a sodel bas Deen developed which, dy 
coding ‘he events of real life, transports thes into « sew semantic universe 
soc takes them through « trenecendental reala which dictates a forse of 
@ilitamey the goal of which is the transformation of the social systes. 


The strveture of the seaming which informs our lesson is topped by a keystone 
at which the lises of force sade clear by Sheikh Faisal converge. This 
seystone, om which Sayyid Qutd’s coat of ares is inscribed, is the 
identification of "the greatest of all evils” in the characteristics of the 


ungodly regiae. 


At this geometric poiat, located at the center of the lesson, the curve of 
heresy and the curwe of pursuit intersect like two rids of a vault. By 
rejecting the former, Shelah Paisal sinimizes the dissension in a community he 
wants to rally im the identification of the greatest of evils. By rejecting 
tme second, be creates the ideal political attitude for this cosgagunity to 


adopt in its present iamigrant situation. 


im its sultiple variations, is Sut ome of the Muslis 
subcultures which share the field of Islamic culture. It is adjacent there to 
oteer subcultures which gay slso include associative life in various forus, 
@ultiple Orotherfoed semberships, and individual piety--all «ings of ways and 
2eans in which Muslias experience anc develop their Islamic nature. These 
subcultures have in part a life which is particular to each ome, dut in 
@ocition, they all develop and are defined in relation to the others, and they 
fumetion within an owersll cultural structure of which the very dynamics is 
ensurec Oy the effects of the clashes among the sudcogplezes. Through its 
practices and its discourse, the Islagist sovement is thus developing a 
particular image of Islas which is in comtradiction with the sodels proposed 
oy the Maraedowt faction, for exaspile. 


The profession of the preacher is judged, from this point of view, dy the 
manner in which be is able to defend and illustrate his systea of isages, 
taming inte scovownt the sociopolitical comtexzt within which he delivers his 
sermon or lesson. 


shen Se addresses the Muslia iamigrant workers gathered to listen to hia in 
the Desement of a SOMACOTRA clud in Bagnolet, Sheikh Paisal does not dy any 
Beans eaploy the incendiary tome used in a whole Wahhadite tradition (of which 
it is, Goreower, the Beir) im the sandy deserts of Arabia against systics and 
Sufls they were eager to charge with “associationism” (chirk) and godlessness. 
The truth is that the tise and place do sot in fact lend theaselves to the 
extreme ¢octrinal Sarshmess which, upless it were isaplemented by the sword of 
the prince, could only give rise to dissension within the cogsunity. For the 
Sellevers who are igmigrants are in « situation of weakness. fverything aust 
be gome. first of all, to rally thes, and to that end. sophistry aust be used 
with @ view to integration, and sot segregation. Therefore Shelkh Paisal has 
very sootming ‘things to say adout those who have recourse to the intercession 
of a “creature” in appealing to God, while one is accustomed to hearing 
Islamist discourse of such greater vigor in the Muslia countries theaselves 














when it comes to the brotherhoods often sccused of having “suffocated islas” 
under the ¢ervish rubbish. However, this very strategic tolerance of the 
4ifferences among Ddelievers sever segenerates into laxiss. This is one of the 
thresholds the 4uslias coul¢é never cross, om pain of adDandoning Islas. if 
intercession is tolerated, it is om the express condition that the intercessor 
is not confused with God. 


The lesson of Sheia«h Fuisal is used to sake a clear and attractive concept of 
an Islamic community space from which the little trivial tensions arising is 
conmection with heresies of the second order, sinor evils, Save Seen resovec. 
Sut its clarity is subject to two prior conditions which establish doundaries: 
the lower lig@it, already described, creates in principle a ainigal sector of 
Islam outside which one aust sot step. Doing so would involve doctrinal 
neresy. which as set forth by the sheikh is attributed to a single exampie-- 
the "philosophers* (of sedieval Islaa), in whom we would wager Sis listeners 
would hardly be likely to see anything of theaselves. This is the point at 
which "not the slightesc iota of faith remains,“ deing the situation of those 
hose hearts are oo longer stadded at the sight of an unveiled Muslia woman. 
The other prior condition establishing the Islamic community space of which 
Sheikh Paisal wants to be the architect is the culg@ination of the Dattle of 
the Musligs in a single goal, the pursuit of the greatest evil, that is to say 
the overthrow of the ungodly regise. 


The Islamist sudculture is characterized precisely Sy ‘he adsolute prigacy it 
assigns to this goal, but the original aspect introduced dy Sheixh Faisal is 
that be sakes of this priority « condition which in sogwe way suffices to 
establish the Islamise of tis ismigrant audience. Amy rooting out of an evil 
of lesser importance is seen sot only a3 secondary, Sut even superflucus. 
This is, I Delieve, what characterizes the seaning of timeliness as set forth 
by our preacher. In an igmigrant situation, the Muslisa population should 
first of all be rallied in ome cogm@unity and, according to Shei«h Faisal, 
there is ao better unifying theme than that of this elisisation of the 
greatest evil, as defined by Sayyid Quto, that is to say the overthrow of the 


ungodly regise. 
The Curve of Pursuit 


Such is the basic theory of the Islamist discourse. Adapted to it there is 4 
practice, a political strategy, wherein the reference is transcendental out 
the ais is terrestrial. While Sheikh Paisal urges reconciliation of the 
social system and the celestial order, the coincidence of the forwger with tne 
latter involves the pursuit of the jimad, the holy war. This jinad, provided 
that society is its framework, comes up against resistance the importance of 
which the Islamist sovement sust be able to assess, if it hopes to avoid Deing 
swept away as of its first public appearance. 


In describing the curve of pursul. and specifying the conditions under which 
one should use “the hand,” "the tongue” and “the heart,” Sheian Faisal taxes + 
position in a dedate which causes constant turbulence in the [slagist sovegent 
and gives rise to discussions and factions within it. 








The sajor obstacle which the Muslia Srothers and their followers have always 
20Ge¢ Up 4g@ainst involves the strategy for seizing power. Secause of its 
failure to set forth a clear doctrine here, the leadership of the Association 
of Grothers found itseif seriously challenged in Egypt, beginning at the end 
of the 1940s. Since then, differing schools, giving priority to the use of 
force or to the use of persuasion for bringing down the ungodly regisge, have 
opposed each other. in Sasser'’s Egypt of the 1960s, Sayyi¢ Qutd developed a 
whole dialectic concerning the use of each sethod, as a function of the 
“weakness” or the “strength” of the Islamist sovement as cosgpared to the 
detersination of the ungodly state. According to hia, the stronger the state 
is, the sore dangerous 4 viclent open struggle against it will de. Soge of 
the young readers of QutS concluded therefrom that it wes secessary to 
withdraw from society to Suild a pure countersociety, in order later, when the 
numer anc the detergination of the silitants had reached their peak, to 
return to the rotting Baby on to conquer it. Others believed that such 
isclation was futile and dowsed to failure, and gave their approval to an 
ig@mediate putschist strategy, like that whi.” culsginated in the assassination 
of Sadat in October of 1961. Still others, finally, deliewed that the tise 
was right neither for a coup d’etat sor for « new hegirsa, out for exhortation 
anc preaching to the Muslia gasses, in order to persuade thes of the validity 
of the Islamist sodel. 


It is as an arbiter agong the various voices in this dedDate that Sheikh 
Paisal, for his part, served. In his view, and he does not allow the 
slightest doudt, the Selievers (that is to say, and by setonysy,. the Islasist 
sovement), when they are igeigrants, are in «4 situation of weakness par 
excellence: evil is everywhere. Under such circugstances, the ill-considered 
use of violence to comdat an ungodly regise would de truly suicidal. 
@itn¢crawal frogs the ungodly society, urged by the young listener, would be 
futile. For unless ome set out for the sountain summit, toward what Medina 
would the hijra proceed? (The ters hijra, in AradSic, seans hegira--the 
political flight of the Prophet from Mecca to Medina, as well as the 
eaigration of the workers.) Evil is present in the countries of origin just 
as it is im the Soest countries: the ungodly regise prevails everywhere. 


= should be noted that at no point in the lesson we have studied did Sheikh 
Faisal designate the location of the ungodly regise with any precision which 
would justify identifying i= with the French authorities. The only esmbodisent 
of the greatest of evils sentioned Dy name is the person of Syrian President 
Assad, an “Alawite and (afidel.” Should one see in this vaguewess, in which 
only the characteristics of the "Machiavelli of Dagascus” are described, a 
tactical comcern for the caution which would safeguard our prescher froe any 
future expulsion from the territory, thus spoiling his preaching, for a tise? 
Witmout the seed to reject this hypothesis totally as an adeurdity, 4 priori 
one could sot reduce the clarification of the prodles to it exclusively 
either. 


I believe that, sore SDasically, the Islamist silitants see their iasigrant 
status io France as a period and a locality for training and retreat. In this 
country. they enjoy a freedoms of assembly, ‘to publish and to organize vastly 
broader than is to be found in the nations froe which they case. This isa 
rather igportant stage in their overall strategy. and the risk which would be 
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involved in designating the French state a3 the adsolute evil to De Srougn® 
down iamediately would very speedily put the very existence of tne govement in 
danger. Therefore a destadilization effort within the frasework of French 
society, whatever form it sight take, is sot includec among the tactica. 
hypotheses suggested by Sheikh Faisal in his lesson. it is sore igportant, 
for hia and his friends, to >roaden the Dase of their recruiting #it5.5 the 
immigrant population and to propagate ‘the Islamist sodel than to run the ©. s« 
of a comfrontation with the French ruthorities frogs which they wou d prods. 
emerge the losers. from this point of view, we should sote the thesis of © 
preacher in assigning the factory Doss alone ‘the authority to chase ou. e¥.. 
there by force. Here we see ome of the famous “integrists,” eagerly o“arers 
with responsibdility for the strikes dy certain politicians ane newsazen,° 
surprised while preaching social peace, in AraDic anc in the sage of Allah, to 
his audience of issigrant workers. The reality does sot siways corresponm:, 45 
one can see, with the phantasas which appear so clearly Sefore one’s eyes. 


These are the elesents in an atwlysis of the Islagist igage of policy fiom, 
in a first attempt, one can derive from a lesson taugnmt in ‘the Dasement of an 
igsigrant workers’ club. Let us recall that the voice of Sheizh Faisal is sot 
by any seans at all that which sakes itself sost clearly Deard agong the 
Muslia population in France. 3ut in fis discourse, he grafts 4 sode. of 
Islagic culture which is structured and consistent, and which is situated at 
one of the extreses of the spectrua of iagigrant Muslia subcultures. oy 
emphasizing the pursuit of the greatest evil and exalting preaching #5 (oe 
geans of this pursuit par excellence, Se tends to isolate ‘hose “fo wer Ts 
within « community rallied for future silitancy. Here, Secause + +5 
intellectually oriented toward a transcendental reais, te ‘terrestris. 
reflection of which has erupted all around the Mediterranean, ‘“¢ po icy does 
not involve a priority return toward the French social syste@ sor does 1° set 
to revive its contradictions. Shei«h Faisal puts tactics in ‘ve service of 
strategy, and is working to transfors <se Musiis population of France, over 
the long ters, into an Islamic cogsunity which will ome Gay Saxe ‘or return 
trip to other Meccas, from which to find and cast out idolatry amc iniquity. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. SOMACOTRA (Mational Workers’ Housing Construction Cospany., 4 Sody wien 
ganages a large cumbder of ‘ousing umits for the iamigrant workers 9 
France. 


2. “The Commandery of Good and the ‘oting Out of Evil” (al amr ol". aa’rul 
wal-l nahi ‘an «1 gunkar), sccord)@ to the translation Sy “assignon se 
Berque,. is the “coat of arus” of [sias. 


3. Sheikh al din al Aldani is a personality in the [slamist sovement in “or 
Middle Bast. Known for his virulent Somllies, wich put tio in  e 
“extremist” fringe of the awement, De is also the autnor of 2 prayer 
sanual rather widely carried in the Muslia Soomstores in France. ‘ow- 
ever, the rival work, the Ta’lim al Salat Soy “Manmmoud Sawwaf ‘leader of “he 
Iraqi Muslim Brothers) is such sore widely avalladie. 











s. Por @ comparison of « sermon by Eichk anc che lesson of Sheikh Faisal, 
| take the liberty of referring to the chapter “The Preaching of Sheikh 
Paisal™ in “The Prophet anc the Pharaon"--Islamist Movements in Contes- 
porary Egypt.” by G. Kepel, Paris, La Decowverte, 1954, pp 165-162. 


5S. 1 hewe to a wery great extent sperec the reader the innumerable repeti- 
tions characteristic of the pedagogy of Sheikh Faisal. 


>. See the article by Jecqves Baerow farther on. 
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ACTIVITY, ROLE OF MURID ASSOCIATIONS 
Paris ESPRIT in Prench Jum 85 pp 197-206 
[article by A. Moustaphe Diop) 


(Text) Among the Senegalese sigrants, the prectice of Islas was for long 
years clandges*ine, sgarginal anc pletistic. Ligitec as it was to the 
imeigrants’ centers in certain neighborhoods’ with a heavy concentration of 
African Muslias, the religious phenomenon ¢ic not dDegin to ewmerge from its 
cccoon until the r ‘977. The agdherents of a Senegalese brotherhood, the 
Muric Brotherhooc,< were the gain artisans of this process. 


Muric preaching, which was Degun by the Senegalese students anc apprentices is 
Paris, revealec an Islagic prectice within the lemgigrent population which 
approached the aspects of the sociocultural environment in which it was 
Geveloping in an original fashion. Following « phase of explanation Gesignec 
te combat the prejudices anc stereotypes which existec comcerning the 
brotherhood within the Senegalese student population, Muriciss then openec 
itself to other circles and serve¢ as the wector of « certain nugber of 


conversions. 


The process of popularizing this Goctrine, inspirec by the sessage of its 
founger, Sheikh Ahmadou Bamba, whos the adherents of Muridis# also call Serign 
Toudba, cape about in «a nusber of fields of socialization, through two 
associations, one Senegalese an¢é the other international. This study treces 
the origins of these associations, following « brief summary of the Muric 
Goctrine. Froese an Islas lived in « vacuum dy itinerant serchants, ‘here was + 
transition to an Islas which hes been rethought anc reworkec dy socia: 
protagonists (students anc apprentices) who, qualified to Gecode the mysteries 
of the sociocultural structures in the surrounding environgent, were abie to 
provice the national, etnnic anc religious group to which they belong with 
intellectual Gynagiss. But the Gevelopment of the Muric weltenschauumg within 
the iesigrant Islegic culture, far fros seeking to confine the Musiisa 
population in s fized comssunity, turnec in upon itself, proposes to it anc 
preperes for it bridges toward French society, into the sectors of which it 


put oew life. 
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Qutline of Muric Doctrine? 


Born in the Baol, in the heart of Senegal, the Muric sovement was subject to 
humerous exactions during the colonial period. Perceived in tergs of the 
ideologies of the tise as an “Islagic Geviation,” a sect “peddling paradise,” 
a fraternal an¢ soncethnic Wolof* “infernel sachine," Muridisa, according to 
the precepts of its founder, Ahwadow Bamba (18527-1927), falls within the 
spiritual area of the Prophet. 


The Muric cGoctrine is based on « structure with a triple disension: the 
“bala.” or pect of allegiance, which estabdDlishes the relations between saster 
anc cGisciple; the “ireda,” the will to progress toward God; and *h “khidsa,” 
or labor. 


This last concept, which constitutes the keystone of the doctrine, can be 
ungerstooc om three lLewels: 


~-the reletion of gan te Goo follows anc laplesents the Koran verse which says 
"lL nhewe createc gen and the jinns to adore ge.” Man is 
in Bis relations with God. 


--the relation of wan to hieself. The in¢divicgwal showld engage in constant 
introspection and gelf-criticis# “in order to detect his own shortcogings anc 
lacks, the DdDetter to combat thes.” The in¢ividual shouwl¢ cosbet his “nafs* 
\Soul, ego) throwgh Dumility anc perseverance. 


~-the relation of gan to society. The individual incorporates all of his 
actions im the framework of community life. Me must work for the good of the 
co@pe@unity with the goal of being in hargony with God. Faith anc labor sust 
gvice all of the ections of the true Muric. 


Prom #ithorewal to Proselytiss in France 


¥ith the exception of the @uri¢c solc¢lers who cage as 4 part of the “war 
effort” between 1974 and 1916, the establisheent of the Muric population in 
France really Degen just after the former colonies gainec independence. 
Swering the Premom attrection to things exotic, the Muric peasants, sbendoning 
an unfertile lanc, Decame serchants of “oDjets cart” (easks, Orecelets) anc 
Swermec into the warlows provinces of France. To this gigretory sovesent was 
acddec that of the students and apprentices frome Senegal. Withowt cenying its 
ecosomic and cultural aspects, the Murids view their exodus to Europe froe « 
mystical perspective. in his writings, the founder of the sovement, Ahmedow 
Baste, predicted the popularization of the Muri¢ sovesent. “I will carry the 
message to all the somes of Adas beyond the seas anc the continents.” 
ex.stec 


Until ‘977, the Muric sovesent in am enclosed spece. It was turned in 
wpor itself im the Towbe> era. ‘The itinerant Muri¢ merchants, who hed chosen 
to settle in the Chalom quarter in Paris, organised thesselves in seal 
groups, recreating the original pattern of community life. Under the 
leaecgership of am inflwential sember, the representative of the caliph, ther 
organized “Ga"iras” (religious circles with 20-30 sembers) in order to collect 
the gues to be semt to Towba, to provide gutwal aic, and to gather once «4 week 
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te reas the Koran and sing the “gassicga® (in this instence, he poess oF 
Aneacgouw BSasbda). ‘The Muric sovement was alg@ost invisitie., sine ine 
prerogative of specializec practitioners little inclined or asi: 
popularize the ‘thinking of thrir sheixh (spiritual guide). 


This attitude sees: justified on several levels. in their development, the 
merchants gave priority to one of the azes of the “xhidga,* to wit labor. for 
cultural and situational reasons, they were not equipped to interpret the 
Signs anc symbols of the ost society, anc within the Senegalese comaunity 
iteelf, whether in Marseilles or Paris, any effort at pepularitation was 
imitially Goomec to failure, since the split Detweer the brotherhoods--Ti jan® 
and Murid--as wery Gefinite. Each sector defends its own spiritual Sestion. 
The Murid intellectuals capable of popularizing the doctrine are confined oy 
the yoke of political-union degands within the students’ associations. 


The year !977?--let us remember that Anhgadgow Bagbda ciec in '92)--markec « 
turning point in the process of porularizing an¢ dissesinating huricisa is 
Prance. It should be noted that in Senegal, in that same era, a resurgence of 
interest in the Muri¢c Guctrine was seen, rumming throughout the socia. ‘2>r° 

in the urban centers: "iras* were establishes an¢c sultiplies .a the 
various seighborhoocs in Dakar, anéd, in a wholly syagptogatic phenomenos, 
Muricise effectec a penetration which was not negligidie in the university 
cogplexz is Dakar, the age-ol¢ site of dinpute and the stronghold of the 
political opposition. 


In Paris, this “call of Islas” developed at the dDeginning in an endogesous 
environsest, st the Golden Gate in the '2th Precinct. Ponmia, the 4frican 
Students" clud, located on Pomiatows«i Bowleward, was the fief of the strongly 
political students, the veterans of “comsclousness raising” who were nostalgic 
for May 1966. It was in this veritable sine fielé that a gsinority of Muric¢ 
followers an¢d sympethizers, uncer tr2 iron rule of a Senegalese apprentice who 
nec just arrived froe Dekar, satteaptec to popularize the thinking o” Sheikh 
Anmaco. Bamba. 


The process of popularization was ¢civicec into two phases. be “ghase u 
weakness*® cccurreé within a context of sistrust., ironic cwuriocsitr, 
contradictory debate an¢ research work. Later, in ‘377, in the “phase of 
strength,” the Muri<c sissionaries estadlishec a structure, the Association of 
Muric Studgents anc Apprentices in Ewrope (AESME), which Decage the islasic 
Muri¢d Movement in Europe (MIME) in ‘1963, and then esbderkec on finding 
international foruss. This was the “Murid boow” within end outside the 
boundaries of France. Cells or “Ga*iras” were estabdlishec in the wiversity 
towns, an¢d conversions gace and report-<¢ in the association's journal, 
HW"DIGEL (The Muric¢ Voice). 


The Period of Suspicion 


Within the framework of bilateral cooperation, Senegal sent an official, the 
assistant to « prefect who was forgwerly a territorial Gevelop@ent inspector, 
for a period of study anc apprenticeship as an architect an¢ landscaper. When 
he arrived in Paris with his family, Addouwlaye Dieye, the “aissionery,.”” was 
houses in a student roos st the Ponia. Wearing the iraditionai gard, he 








Comtiqwed the rhytae of life be bec pwreved in Senegal. It showld Se stressed 
that, a8 @ Cisciple of « Mawritesian Muric, Sheikh Si¢dy Ab@en, be was an 
adherent of the spiritual school? of Seimt-Lowis who remained faithful to and 
tee jeslows guardian of the Goctrine of Anmagow Bamba. Om the other hand, the 
other resicents at the Pomia took celight in cultivating the “narcissisa of 
petty cifferences” in ideology. It was the position o” all of thea, soreover, 
to support the entireligiouws Senmer. The axice “Beligion is the opium of the 


Im thelr eyes, the presence of Addowlaye Dieye was Gowdly suspect: some saw 
hig a8 a0 agent of Sengbor, whose sission would be to infiltrate the 
Associection of Senegalese Stucents and Apprentices in France (AESF), while 
others saw Dia as « sefencer of the Senegalese consumer bSowrgecisic, 
comgprogising with religiows fewdsality. He was taggec with « sickmame both 
iromical enc pe jorative--Serign Dowdou, which leplies doth quackery and 


nypocr i sy. 
Tae Period of Confrontation 


The AES? meetings became 4 veritable bettlefiel¢ on which the wariows social 
protagonists eyec each other, challenged each other anc seasurTet each other 
the yarégstick of ideological references. The confrontation spread into 
reals of the political: the socioecomogic situation in Senegal provided 
for the batties. To the theoretical ané rhetorical discourse of the AESF 
mesbders, the Muric sinority anc their syapethizers opposed comcrete facts 
Grewn from the fielé--the experience scquired by the bead of the Murid¢ ranks 
Gealt bareh anc casaging blows to the student structure. “I hed grasped the 
@comegic an¢ social problems of Senegal which they hed mot sastered,” A. Diere 
tole us, “because I had already served in the flel¢. As « former Gevrelopsent 
worker in the Delta Development anc Exploitation Cogpeny (‘SAED), | was 
fasiliar with all of the tricks and forces an¢d weaknesses in owr econoey. 
Gere | fount young people sasturbdating with « Marazise which was sot supported 
by comerete facts. Soge ieaders ¢i¢ sot even know whet the annwal income of 
Senegalese peasant was, Sut they were screaging "The peasants «are 
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Facec with these concrete arguments, the theoretical constructions of the 
Stucents showed crecks in certain pleces. Although so grest comversion could 
be seen, the Muric sinority nometheless began to win sose volume of sympathy. 
Its leacer, washed clean of the sin of collaboration, was sow recognised as an 
authentic nationslist, despite the Murid label, which costinvued to be 
trowdlesoge decause, A. Dieye says: “They saw Muridise as « religious 
practice favoring obscurantisa. I explained that the teaching of Ahgadou 
Bamba is dbut the ertension of thet found in the city of Medina in the days of 
the Prophet. I dGenounced the prectices of all the obecuraentist Marebouts." 


The Period of Besearch and Popularization 


The Muri¢c group realized the seed to go beyond student discussions. This 
comsicersetion inwolwed the education of the semgbers, who were unfamiliar with 
the writings of Angadow Bamba anc Wolof litereture. In am initial stage, the 
stress was placed on the basic practices of Islas, and then on systical 
teachings. <Accorédiag to owr isaforgants, A. Dieye gave of hiseself 


Pad 














wmstiatingly. “Ge seglected his family to teach us Aredic, the foram anc ‘5 
thieking of the sheich. Every day, fros Monégay through Sunday, there vas 
always someone at his house. The room was very s@e.l, Sut ome coult always 
find a place. The atfoephere was wars.” 


Isitiaelly iaforsgal, the group thes becase a “Ga*ira.” On the initiative of 
A. Dieve, two goals were set: to undertake research in the archives is orter 
to estetlie® the truth abdowt Aheadow BSasbdea, and to dSegian the process of 
popularization of a sationsl scale. Relying of the “xhi¢aga* (lador. 
Adécowlaye Dieye assigned varlows tasks to the Muric students. Some vere 
entrustes with reading the reports anc sinutes of the colonial scministrators 
Gealing with An@acgow Gagdea. To others fell the task of wudertaking 4&4 Survey 
of the reports, theses and other works cealing with Muric¢ise. This wor« of 
*reestadlishing the truth" enabled the group to sake use of & Dew argument: 
Anmacow Gamba, « religiows gan, was also a resister, a gan of protest. This 
Gisension coulé sot fail to attract the revolutionary students. Accordin;s to 
Adgowlaye Dieye, “this search gave us Sore arguments ‘to comdat the 
istellectwals trained in Western culture, who could sot selliewe in the verses 
quoted to thes. Their Eoras was docusentation. With the documents, going 
beyood the relations (Setween) Serign Toube (A. Bagda) anc the French, ve 
unravelec the gyths abdout certain Senegalese ‘saints’ who in vact were 
collaboretors anc slanderers. These students came to uwoterstenc why Ser la 
Towa was seen a5 “the enemy to be cefeated,” Secause be wad & Gaetlomel.st, « 
rallyer of gen. Owdinot Street where the Owerseas Archives Documents are 


wept) provided grist for our silis.* 


This period coincided with the first conversions and rally to the Murid cause. 
"Brilliant students cGeciged to join us, dSecause they were avic for mowledse 
ane respectful of it." The group, which still regaiseé a ginority one, 
Gecideé to expand its base dy populating various sectors of life wit 
Senegalese: cluds, university complexes anc even the streets. These were 
sosents which were ¢ifficult anc special at the sage tise. “This was te 
first tise ome could see students ome considered rationalists going into th 
streeta to talk of religion. It was ¢ifficult and it required faith anc « 
cogsdetive attitude, and above all the real training they hac received fros 
AD¢Gowlaye Dieye, which hed Gevelopec « sincere faith in Ahmwadow Bamde, So ‘hat 
they coulé go beyond the criticises, beyond the sneering laughter, to se* 
forth for the first tige the religious thinking of an African, so longer 
choosing agsong the ideclogies offered, dut instead contriduting an idea, « 
body of thought proposed for sankiné,” A. D., «= disciple and comerede-in-arns 
of A. Dieye, stressed. 


The probdleas of popularization lec to further reflection, aad 4 sew strates) 
was established. In the sonth of September ‘977, the Muric followers decides 
to form am association, the AESME. financial comtridbwtions were left to th 
éiscretion of esch sesber. To fill the coffers of the sew organization, tr 
Pomiatowski student “Ga"ire” paid a visit every Thursday evening *o the Towbe- 
Paris “de*ire”® in the Chalom quarter (sainly sade up of peddlers). The «rour 
participates in an¢ enriched the evening seetings with “gassica” poems Dy 
Sheikh BGesde) and sermons, and received in exchange “eciya” (charity ¢ifts. 
Thanks to this systes, the “Ga*ire” recreated a community life frog which an) 
concept of perisitise was exclude¢. Having ewerget from the period of initia. 
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Gevelopwent, the segbers of the association sgaintained comtact with spiritual 
organizations, participated in debates, and, using these forums a5 their case, 
provided wariouws audiences with the teachings of the founder of the doctrine, 
setting forth both the orthodoxy and the universality of the thinking of the 
shelah. 


In 1976, the sissionsaries added a graphic coatriduetios to the oral 
popularization effort. The first issue of the periodical W’DIGEL (The Muri< 
Toice) was published. Printed in 100 copies, it was distributed to all of the 
wniversity towns in France, Belgium anc Senegal. The single isswe received 
was reproéducec in photocopies. The goal sought was to “Sriag things up to 
cate.” using Gocuments frog the archives to show the developg@ent of Ahmadou 
Basdea, a somviclent gan sisumnderstood dy the public authorities is his tise, 
but also to present his as a pious san, faithful to the Koran ané the Sunna. 
Articles om Wolof literature were designed to Gemonmstrate to the Senegalese 
intellectwals the wealth of their cultural beritage. To these various themes 
were adédec the articles in the category of testigony, in which converts 
explainec the patnm of their development. 


In wlew of the success of the periodical, the association Segan to gGevelop sew 
cells. The gsegbders of the association traveled throughout France, saking 
contact with sygpathizers an¢ organizing discussions on the life of Serign 
Towde. The Muri¢d sowement emerged froa semiclandestinity anc became a social 
phenogsencn. It challenged and disturbed the students, who could sot regain 
indifferent. As of the fourth issue, the periodical was printed in 1,000 
copies, an¢ beginning with the fifth, it adéressec the audience with «4 
basically Wolof culture dy presenting a sum@ary of the various articles in 
that language. Comtridutions on the conceptualization of the Muri¢ doctrine, 
on Islam and the dialogue between cultures an¢ om the various “Ga*ira” began 
to enrich the Digonmthly isswes of the periodical in three languages--French, 
Wolof (using Arabic characters) an¢ Arabic. S"DIGEL became the link among aii 
the Muri¢ adherents in Africa ané Europe. Seginning in '979, the AESME 
undertook to win for itself international forums. The UNESCO opened its doors 
to it in 1979 and 1961, and the EEC Gid so in 1962, after participation in the 
international comferenmce to celeDrate the '500th anniversary of the hegira, 
hel¢ in Kwala-Lueper in SNovesder and Deceader 1961. Om each of these 
occasions, the Murid perticipents spoke on subjects pertaining to the life of 
Ahg@acou Baede anc the orthodoxy and universality of Muri¢é thought. 


In 1963, the AESME cied¢, rising again froe its ashes under the sage Muric 
Islagic Mowesent in Surope (MIME), with the goal “not of ligiting sesbership 
to the students and apprentices, Sut witing us all to work together without 
any distinctions dbesed on social or professional, such less brotherhood, 
category.” The sage is sot seutral in significance: it has the double 
coamotation of wmiwersality (Islagic) an¢ esotericiss (Murid, referring deck 
to the charecter "“#ia* (spelled “sige” in French), the 24th letter of the 
Arabic alpmabdet, which has a strong systical commotation). This last aspect 
appears to have been an invitation ad¢resse¢ to those individuals enamored of 
spiritual satters. 


Be that os it way, it is clear that in 1963 anc 1964, the activities of the 
MIME were dDasically cultural. The pudlic relations aspect seesgs to ave 
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receives pricrity. Contact was sade with the various islagic associations, 
Alawit im particular.’ In addition, the MIME made its, contribution tc the 
ecumenical efforts, Sased on the ¢i2 logue amomg cultures. 


For lack of financial resources--tnre sovegsent is supported by dues ranging 
between 20 and 100 francs, depending om the vocational status of the sembers-- 
the N"DIGEL showed a deficit of 30,000 francs, and the MIME did sot sees able 
to breathe sew ¢ynaesisa into its provincial celis which, with the exception of 
teat in Bowen, hac sumk into a state of lethargy. This (tegporary) exhaustion 
cannot be lained solely in teres of reasons of a gaterial sature. The trve 
cause Gust Se sought elsewhere. ADdDdouwlaye Dieye, the founder and sponsor of 
the association, had returned to Senegal, Sut he regained homorary president 
of the sovement and contriduted editorials to N"DIGEL. The sovegent was 
structured is appearance only. Ind¢dividwal persomalities esergec anc 
challenges arose. The MIME appeared to De experiencing a growth crisis, and « 
certain sumber of its senders were seen to go over to another Murid body, sore 
recestiy estadlished--the International Association for Ald to and the 
Popularization of the Muridiss (AIADM). 


The AIADM an¢ the Voltaire "Deara’’¢ 


Imitially, the effort to estadlish the AIADM was dictated by twe sajor 
concerns. The nee¢ was felt to rescue the non-Senegalese Murid adherents, 
ill-eccustoged to Senegalese community life, frogs their sarginal status, and 
thus to estadlish a structure to accogsodate thea which would be Detter 
adaptes to their culture, ilifestyle and level of religious traininzg. 
Organized im September 1953, the AIADM, the “eldest daughter of the MIME,” bad 
as its goal “estadlishing a ¢lalogue azong cultures, aiding and assisting 
those in distress, helping thes to reestadlish theaselves anc resume their 
trve role in their environment; clarifying the example and the teachings of 
the great humanists of the earth--Gandhi, Shelkxh Ahgadouw Sanda." The 
association includes sysgpathizers, the sajority of thea women working in the 
social sector, and segbers who, for their part, are students fros the “Gaara” 
on Voltaire Street in the !!th Paris precinct. 


The president of the association is also the guide of the “daara.” A West 
Indian with «a Christian bdbackgroun¢d, Ansmadou-Guy Pepin encountered the 
teachings of ADdowlaye Dieye after '° years of spiritwal searching and decane 
Bis disciple. A teacher of physical education, an athletic chagpion and a 
performer (he is a comedian ond susician), he Degan to popularize the thinking 
of Anmacow Bamba within his own entowrage while he continued to learn frog his 
waster. “I have had the opportunity to reach «a nuaber of people. I spoke 
abdowt Serignm Towde and tried to awaken people to the spiritual realities, to 
religion. People noticed the change in sy behavior. Little by little, I 
created a ginisociety in which everyone valued and respected the others. 
There was am ataosphere of peace and friendship there.” 


The school has 4 regular seabders representing a veritadle kaleidoscope of 
nationalities, a dozen or so, including Europeans (French, Gersgan, Italian and 
Polish), Africans (lairians anc Senegalese), West Indians, natives of the 
Maghre>, Syrians and Lebanese, a5 well a3 a number of [Iranian syapathizers anc 
a Dowinican nun.'3 The age range is frome 25 to 30, and the “rw is 50. 


+9 











These adepts fall isto various socloprofessional categories There is an 
ecososist, a PTT (Postal anc Telecoseunications A¢sziristration, engineer. 
laborers, office employees anc students. There are sDou' «5.41 combers of tr 
ant wooen. 


Tae association seeks to be «2 community. Owes are left to the discretion of 
the imdividwal. Accordiag to Angadou-Guy Pepin, “the seogle Sriag their 
purchases,’* out there is so obligstion. Here sothing belongs to say 
ingivicual. Everything Selongs to everyone, our goods are Seld in common. Se 
must change society, so¢ thus we gust change ourselves, developing ovr 
virtues. In other worgs each isdividwal can contribute sosethiag to the 
others, a3 his Seans an¢ opportumities allow, without this Seing desandec.” 


The “Gaara” is « sicrosociety, falling within the frameworks of the aissios 
sesigoec by the founder, Anwadow Sasde. Throwgh the institution of sarrlage 
\there are five gize¢ garriages--two Senegalese sen sarried to Italian women, 
a Prencm@an sarrie¢ to « West Indian, « Moroccan sarried to « French woman, 
anc a West Indian gerried to an Algerian woman), the seaders of the “taore” 
are oot oply saintaining the purity of the wit, which serves Soth as « school 
anc religious preaises, Sut are also laying Gown “tootming stomes” with « view 
to the Suilding of a sew society “Seyomd considerations of rece, culture and 
religion, in which sen and women will Se uited in the search for truth and is 
waging ‘De g70at Doly war of the s0ui,°"*> Anmwadcou-Guy Pepi s*ressec. 


The e¢ucationsl progres has several levels. The Aradic language is taught 
(with c! sses given Sy « Moroccan), as is islag--the stress is placed om “Cog 
five pillars,” in the double dissension of the visible and the hidden. 
Religious iaw ("*figh") anc systicise (*tasssouf") are taught. The 
“ideological training™ is linked with Murid¢disa and is divided into sevens 
chapters, on the history of Muridiss; Muridise an¢ colomizatice; Muridisa sand 
the treditional regise; Muridise an¢ sodern ideology (capitaliss,. Maraisn, 
socialism); the exile of the sheizh; the “khidwa,.” in its triple digension as 
@ systical doctrine, ecomogic doctrine end social orofect; sed “uridise and 
the sajor systical schcools--Ghazali, aradi.'® the purpose of this 
training is “to show in what way Serign Towde surpasses these people, amt *o 
reveal the contegporary aspect and Grpth of the thinking of the sheixh.” 


Whatever the level of the a*herents, «= large role is assigned to meditation. 
Every Thursday night, frog sidmight util dewn, the sdepts seet for « session 
of *zier,*'? followed the next day or in the course of the week by a tay of 
fasting. “Our goal is to cause the light in us to grow, to develop purity ia 
ourselves, and to create this communication amon: Dearts.* 


The school does sot have « prescribed schedule, although the sajority of the 
classes are held in the evening on a2 very flexible Sasis. Conmviviality goes 


along with learning. 
Proselyt.izing in Beaubourg 
@itm some doten senders, sen and women, the saster of the Voltaire “Geara”™ is 


waging @ continuing casgpaign to popularize Islam. Every Sunday for a year 
now, Tain, wind or smow, the group has gone to Seaudourg, after spiritual 
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preparation. “We always pray together Sefore starting out." At the deginning 
of the wenture, the group bel¢ forth with the aid of @ aicrophome on ‘5 
esplanade in Seaudorg. The saster of the “taara”™ gave an introduction om ‘oe 
problems of society, and then introduced Anmadow Samde. Once the attention of 
the people had deen secured, small groups Segan to fors. Each adept. «ith 5 
stack of copies of S*DIGEL under Sis ars, then joined the Listesers ane 
encouraged discussion, while the women proceeded to sing songs about the 
Prophet and to chant “qassida,” quietly. The police soon put an end to t5.s 
activity, and the Voltaire Street school nad to change its strategy- Since 
then, the group has helé forth from 5 to 7 pa at @ site om the Sain street 
opening out onto the sain entrance to the esplanade. The scenario 45 
undergone some changes: deprived of the gicrophone, the group gatners So 5.58 
before deginming its work. 


The questions inevitadly have to ¢o with the violence of Islas anc its 
fanaticisa, Khomweyni, the sects and politics. The sost sggressive challengers 
are found among the population from the Magnmred, which has lec Angadou-Guy 
Pepin to say: “Our Arad oOrothers Selieve that Islas belongs to thes decause 
they speak Arabic. Serign Towda provides an answer to this, Sut we Save noted 
that when the thinking of Serign Towda is explained to thes, ‘hey ‘hen come ©» 
apologize." How sany people Save Seen reached Sy ‘his preaching? According 
to Sheikh Ahmadou-Guy, sumerous syupathizers come to tai« to the Seaoers rer, 
Sunday, and during one sonth there hac Seen one conversion per wees. On 
Sunday (7 February 1985), we bad a conversion, a French woman who was given 
the sage Badia. A week ago, it was a Hindu gan. The Bost surprisisg ©5.5¢8 
about hie was that be bad lived in Arad countries for 8 years, dut Sad sever 
wanted to comwert to Islas.” 


Before concluding, the group gethers to sing agsin. Om the way Sack © 
Yoltaive Street, each deacribes the difficulties be encountered anc repor’s o© 
the sudjects umresolved, which become tne foous of iamediate discussion or 4 
study to be undertaxen. 


The sission in Seaudourg is of a heuristic nature for the “Gaara” semoers. 
The contects sade develop self-sastery in the acdepts, 4s well as a sense oF 
introspection and self-criticisa, and also esulation. The sission is 
Beaubourg is viewed as & practical application of the “xhidesa." In eslgéent 
territory, Muridisa has come out of its cocoon. By ewdarking upon the patns 
of popularization and conversion, it Sas found a sew, adapted field of 


discussion by returning to the initial teachings of its founder. 


Islam, which for a long tise was isdued with the hue of the Magnre®, Sas -© 
forsaking a single path oSranched owt in sew directions. Muridisa is gac«ing 
its contribution to the organization of the Islagic cogmunity, tespite © 
rents developing within the comgsunity fabric, since the Srotmerfoods Save not 
won the favor of certain religiows associations (World islamic League. The 
Senegalese seabers of the Muri¢ sovement, Saving passed on the ‘orem, seen” 
be seeking a second wind. The iaplementation of short- and sedivua-ters 
projects (comstruction, restoration) will certainly succeed in injecting 
éynasisa. For the tise Ddeing, it is the spiritual axis of the “khidma™ whicn 
prevails, while the Voltaire “Gaara” is studying the “road signe” with «© lew 
to building a sew society. 
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7. 


13. 


POOTHOTES 


neighborhood in Paris, which has recently scquired a reputation 
a3 an area of ¢rug peddlers, remains the fief of Murid peddlers. 


Por the spelling of the words Murid and Muridiss, we have followed the 
See Ph. Couty, Doctrine of Labor Among the Murids,” in Copans, Couty, 
Boch and Rocheteau, “Social Maintenance and Economic Change--Econcmic 
Doctrine and Labor Practice Among the Murids,” Paris, ORSTOM (Bureau of 
Overseas Scientific and Technical Research), 1972, pp 67-83. 


Wolofs are the ethnic group with a sumerical majority in Senegal. 


g i 


in Senegal where the caliph general of the Murids lives, and where 
granc “eagal" (gatPering of Murids to commemorate the banishment of 
founder om 15 September 1895) is held each year. 


was ‘oumnded by Abu "ADDas Anmed (1737-1615), who 
Madi, in horoceo. It decame widespread chiefly in 

- ADun-Hasr, “The Ti janiyya--A Sufi Order in the 
Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1965. 
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“advice” in the Wolof language. 


According to our interlocutors, the path pursued by Addoulaye Dieye was 
tme same as that trodden earlier by Sheikh Ahmadou Sande. while passing 
Saint-Louis, the founder of Muridise predicted that a native of 
the ancient capital of Senegal would carry his message to the “countries 
of the Whites.* 


D. C. O'Brien, "Marxist Theory Against the Infernal Murid Machine ,* 
POLITIQUE APRICAINE, I, (4), Nowember 1981, p 115. O'Brien speaks of 
“academic Muridism” which he compares to “popular Muridiss.* 


The ‘Alawiya order, established in Mostaganes in 1920, is @ branch of the 
Ti janiyea. The Alawis, whose headquarters is in Drancy, have achieved a 


A special section of N"DIGEL is deroted to this subject. 


Concerning the “daara” (spiritsal training school), see, among others, 
D. C. O'Brien, “The Murids of Senegal--Political and Economic 
Organization,” Clarendon /ress, Oxford, 1971, pp 163-187, and also 
S*DIGEL, Ho 12, p 10. 


The association is open to son-Musilias, who may participate in the "slxer” 
(invocation of the sage of Allah) sessions. 
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The sembers go on shopping trips and oring their purchases Sack to “5 
"“daara.* 


This refers to the “jinad,” which is above all a perpetual strugs-« 
against the self. 


Profession of faith, prayer, fasting, tithing and pilgrimage. 

These two expressions--visibdle ("*zahir") and hidden (*batin™)--play 

@ great role in the exegesis of the Koran. Ome of the names of Allan is 
*al-Batin.* 

Ghazali (1056-1085), Islamic thinker and theologian, and [dm Aradi .''o>- 
1240), called al-Shaikh al-Akber dy nis disciples, a celebrated syst:c 
gystic of “pantheistic doctrine.” 


The “sikr” is a prayer in which the participants invoke anc chant tne 
nage of Allah. 
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ROLE OF ISLAM IN LABOR-MANAGEMENT 2ELATIONS 
Paris ESPRIT in French Jum 95 pp 207-215 
(article dy Jacquie Barou: “Islam as a Factor in Social Regulation") 


(Text) With the following articles, the result of surveys 
gade in the automobile industry in the Paris region, we 
leave the lewel of representation and sodels for that of 
practice and experience. isilas is an isgportant factor in 
industry and in the social relations which are egerging in 
the lador world. Some Susiness leaders see Islas as 4 
possible factor in social regulation which could de used to 
shape the trade union influence on workers (let us sote 
that this way of comceiving of Islas characterizes only « 
@inority of leaders, Sut sot the sass of small and average 
cusiness owners). whilc conversely, some trade unions see 
control of the Islamic phenomenon, indeed the Muslis 
upsurge, a3 @ good sethod of countering sanagesent . 


Where the Muslia workers are concerned, while some are 
Gelighted by the presence of sosques in the labor place, 
whether social peace or challenge is preached to thes 
there, others refuse to pray in « Dasically iapure place, 
refusing, 30 to speak, to make God « "foreman." 


This article comes within the context of a survey currently deing sade of the 
igeigrant OS (skilled workers) in the autogotive industry, and sore 
specifically the role Islae@ plays in industry. This is a question which, 
Deginning # short tige ago, %#S provoked a certain suabder of polegic 
¢iscussions which the Muslisa workers in France still regeeder with such 
bitterness and irritation. 


While we do not claia@ to be able to establish definitive conclusions, it is 
mow possible for us to set forth «a certain number of elements which alter the 
naive view which developed following the report om the sediation of the 
conflicts which occurred in the automodile industry dDetween 194! and 1964, 
which generally represented Islam as 4 disturbing element in industry. While 
Islam in the Dusiness world is often associated with clashes, it wes present 
for some tise prior to the conflicts in the '980s without creating any gajor 
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probless for the enterprises involved. They were able to dea. with tre 
phenomenon with great flexidDility and pragmatise such 45 ‘to Gace of it, rather 
quickly, an element which could de integrated in tne discipline govern.sg 
social relations within the production context. 


This possibility of using Islam in industry as a factor in socia- regulation 
is not surprising if one considers the continuity in tne efforts sade >y 
thinkers and technicians in the field of labor organization, from ‘he utoplans 
of the 19th century to our day, to create in the workers affective adherence 
to the order in the factory which is required for saking productivity optiaal. 


The ezergence of [slaa in industry, through the deganc ‘nat “uslia workers 
nave premises and tise for their religion, is sigultameously ®# sign of crisis 
in the Ford systes of production and a seans of partially overcoging ©5.5 
crisis. These cultural and religious demands are far less factors in conflict 
than an opportunity to estadlish contractual relations Setween sanagezen® anc 
labor. They can serve as a transition from a “sachine”™ fors of discipline 
based essentially on time-scheduling liaitations to a form of comtrectua. 
discipline which is not ligited to a sere alliance Detween sanagesent anc 
labor, but which, as Jean-Paul ¢e Gaudemar’ stressed, “is designed to create « 
basis in organizational sethods for a collective cuDjectivity om tne part of 
the workers such that productive service is so longer the sya@do. of 
alienation, dut on the contrary, ome of support for «a cogesgon project.” 


Even though at the present stage Islaa is sot functioning 45 4 ideo Logy 
entirely integrated in production discipline, ‘* already is appeering *5 4n 
undeniable social regulation factor capable of being developed in ‘nr future. 


This situation and these prospects are the cause of differences agong *5* 
various protagonists concerned. for exagple, ‘he position of the trade unions 
undeniably reflects a fear of seeing an iaportant portion of the worxers 
escape the unions to decome tacitly and informgal.y direct interlocutors with 
@anagesent. This fear is evidenced in 4 desire "to occupy the field” Sy 
taking over tne demands conmmected with Islam and sponsoring ‘he emergence of 
Muslis trade union leaders, which sometiaes gives cise to an overreacting seen 
by the workers at the Oase a5 demagogy- 


These base-level workers are far from unanimous on the serit of an official 
presence for Islam in industry and its recognition by the trade unions. The 
workers who coge froe Muslia countries, whether they are Selilevers anc 
practice religion, or seither, often voice very conservative positions on 
these satters, based equally on references to secular ideologies amc on 
interpretations of the Koran and the “hadith.” 


The enterprise is, for the Muslias, « special place where ‘ney aust consicer 
the social and political role of their religion. The questions ‘ney «are led 
to ask themselves in relation to this place say Save repercussions “mich are 
not lisited to the life of I[slaa@ in the “dar el hard,” Sut siso affect the 
"dar el islagm,* with the frontier between the two Secoging gore soc tore 
difficult to determine, soreover., in the course of the sigratory **perlence-. 














This article, which Goes mot clais tc report tae full Giversity of the points 
of view we have @lreacy motec, will be li itec to eStadlishing the gain trends 
perceives both in terns of ~he usage which -DGustry can gake of Islas and in 
teras of Isias as Skperiencec by the workers ‘hegselves. These are the two 
S¥estions we wil) now Sttegpt to deal with, after analyzing the conditions 
under which Islam appearec on the -ador scene. 


isles has been present in .nGustry for as .OME a5 Muslis woreers have been 
e@pioyec. A historian's tex: 2 refers to the presence of an imam in the 
Renault factories ir Billancourt in commection with the buris) of am Algerian 
woreer who was killed in an ©X>losion in 1933. The presence © Muslies was 
&r@cually recogn tec tarlugn warious Seasures, smVOlving in particular the 
cafeteria senus @nc vacation Cates, which had to taeke the sonth of Ramacar 
-mtoO account. But this phenowenon was sever the foous of any particula, 
attention on the part of social ooservers. 


emat is new and Spectacular is the es°a5.ishwent of prayer halls o- worasho; 
“Bosques” in « certain nusber of Large enterprises where the igeigrants fron 
Muslis countries ere very numerous. It is not Only @ question of the 
e@ergence of a visible islam here, because the practicing workers nhac earlier 
mac the habit of Praying inp the worashops, using sections of cardboard, but of 
official recognition of this VASiClLlity, which at the Safe tise garks the 
beginning of enterprise control of the phenowenon. This phase is sore 
i@por’ant than al) of the previous Ones im the recognition of the presence of 
islas in France, because it represents « Violation of the Legisiation in 
effect Concerning labor sites, where ** 23 clearly specifies une the pursuli 
of religious Sctivities is not allowed. ome wight wonder «not Lec @ number of 
officials to unGertake such a distortior of the lew. 


There was indeec e* the outset «2 denanc oF the workers and the Sevelopment of 
® Dalance of forces i- ‘heir faror. but #.50, on the part of the enterprises, 
there was « Pr@geaetic attitude wni-: enmaDlec them to evaluate the ac vantages 
anc Cisa¢wantages of tne pheno@enor very Tapiciy. If they were QUlck to agree 
© Satisfy this «cinc of Gemand, it was -nGeec because they became aware that 
it W@S no threat to the production order. DSut Right even comtribute tw it. 


One cannot unGerstanc the upsurge of cGemands for the Provision of religious 
facilities in the enterprises without [@£img into account the Struggles which 
Gevelopec ezrlier in toe workers’ centers. 


The conflict in the workers’ centers Seger in sporadic fashion -m 1973 anc 
‘978 anc spreac bet weer ‘97S anc 1979 to the whole of the Paris region anc 
certain sectors of the fast anc the Rhone-Alpes regson. It constituted one of 
tne largest Organitec urber Struggle movements in France an¢ the firs: 
Bovecent cherecterizesc oy Cemancs in which the i@gigrants were the gain 
protagonists. While the anfluence of various seftist factions was Gecisive in 
the Sodilizgation an< “oorcination effort, « certain “lesigrant power* 
expressec itself here ir @.808* autonomous fashion. One of the Bost forcefu! 
SCe@wencs was for the @lgsost routine establishment of prayer halls in the 
centers. It was wolced beginning with the first Struggles which preceded the 











sovesent in the ‘970s, an¢ seems to have reflectec the cesire of the 
iesigrants to win dack contro! of living spece which they rare.y chose of 
their own accord ané which they nac fwlt had broken Gown their organication- 


Im the ol¢ neighborhoods anc the shanitytowns in which they settied in the 
1960s, the immigrants living withowt their families hac reestad.isnec mutua. 
ai¢ networks om ethnic anc fasily bases, Geveloping whole uncergrounc 
econogsy. When urban renewal operations affecte¢ them, they were often 
relocateé in centers which ¢i¢ not take the organization with which they Sac 
provicec themselves earlier into account. This fore of housing tencec *o 
inédividwalise people Dy cresting coliective or sezicollective areas umusabd.e 
because of their tiny ¢isensions en¢ nonfunctional rature. Tais 
¢isorganization of the community structure pace it necessary to turn to an 
external authority whose actions very often took # Bost coercive éirect ion. 
Naturally, «es the living space away from tm labor site bdbecase +00 
Gepersonalizing anc ligiting, anc deceuse of ill-tiged increases in rents, 
conflicts broke owt, taking the fora of collective refusals ‘to pay, but also 
of a Gesire to resume autonomous control of housing. This was seen in the 
establisteent of committees of tenants Gesirouws of acquiring ‘he capacity *o 
participate in the management of the framework for tneir life. The Gemand for 
the establishment of religious premises also took om the aspect of & symdo- of 
reconquest of autonomous collective space, since religion regains the .ast 
ferment of community life. Generally the prayer halls in the centers are 
waintainec by the resicgents themselves, anc are entirely removed from the 
control of the administrators. 


In the course of the conflict, the estabdlisheent of preyer halls was often 
accompaniec by « trent toward establishing islamic orter in the resicentia. 
centers. The sale of alcohol, gsesmdling ané visits dy prostitutes were often 
forbdiéégen by committees of resicents who teaporarily took ower, anc ‘hey 
tenéeé to be such sore Draconian in ¢iscipiinary setters than the 
institutional saéainistretors. 
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thes or 
be allowe¢. They are only wery rarely face aveilebdlie to guests. Certeir 
officials hol¢ the keys to thee anc open thes only for the hours of prayer, #5 
is also the case in the workshop sosques. They have Decose basically the 
symbol of a Muslia icgentity which was re¢iscoverec anc igposec or the 
institutional SpOscesmers. 


It gust howewer be sotec that the acgeinistretors very soon se thet the 
satisfaction of this Geman¢ coulé Gefuse conflict ané introduce « beginning of 
order in the resicential centers. As & result, ‘hey generally tolc those who 
frequent the prayer halls in hig? estees, ané sake an effort to sponsor ‘hes 
as representative »>o&esmes. 


In the enterprises, the Gemanc for the provisions of reiigious presises 
oceurrec if about the same perio¢t as in the centers, beceuse the ‘iret prerer 














hall was estadlishec at the Renault plants in Billencourt in 1976, and set 
Taldot in Poissy in 1978. Sut unlike what happened in the resicgential 
centers, chese Genands almost never occurred within a framework of conflict. 
on. St the beginning, they were free of the intervention of the trade unions 
These unions were Seyons any Goudt very hostile to this phenogsenon at the 
beginning, anc they only began to support it when it hac taaen on such scope 
that it could not be awoided with risk of losing their influence. 


At one autogsobdile enterprise, a petition for the provision of « prayer hall 
sSitiated by @ few Senegalese workers was signec by more than 600 individuals 
252 & Single afternoon. im this connection it can be noted that the 


Amitially Gemancec dy Africans frow the Sahel, before this Gemand was taken up 
oy natives of tne Maghreb. This may possibly be cue to the effect of the sore 
worshipful concept of the Bosque in African Islas, and above all, the such 
greater force of community ¢ynasise among the Africans than among the natives 
of the Maghreb. 


in connection with this type of Gemanc, sanagesent semerally reacted sore 
Quickly tham the trade vhions, which sore frequently followed the acvancing 
“fend, adding their support after the fact to = demanc already granted. 


But abowe all. for the factories, this type of cGemand provicec the opportunity 
for discowering Isles. tI- fect, the need to provide « preyer ha. «+ 
#ccorgance with Islagic prescriptions lec certain cadres to sake costect wi. 
Muslis officials in the sosques in Paris or elsewhere. Im some cases it even 


better to control the religious sector within tne plant. 


in Gifferent forms, the trade wmioms reactec sigilarly, seeking ‘through the 
-nterpediary of precticing wilitants, who mige® have links with gore or less 
“official” representatives of Islas in France or in their coumtries of origin, 
tO penetrate the sector ir orcer to lgpose their countersigns there sore 
effectively. 


In certais enterprises, there were competing efforts by the FO _#@orkers 
Porce)], tne CGT [General Confeceration of Labor) ané the CSL to costro! the 
religious sector, anc ans avalanche of cemancs for the estaedlish@ent of sew 
prayer halls which the workers at ihe base, in geny instences, had sot 
requestec. in this fielé, the CPDT [Prence Democratic Confederation of Labor . 
.3 the trege union with the .eest *“<“lerica]* behavior, which without « Sowd? 
allows it, as happenec Guring the 1963 anc 1964 strikes ic the autosobdile 
.nGustry, to become more effectively integratec ic the comflicts seveloping at 
the base, since the too oOvlowsly pro-islagwic actions of the other trace 
wLOns pri voke @ Gegree of sistrust. 


Since inéustry ¢iscoveres islegw, it thes seees that mome of the principal 
protagonists usually involved Owners, trace unions) have wantec to take the 
rise of seeing those precticing this religion join together against it, such 
that each gakes an effort to obtain if mot am alliance with the Musligs. at 
-@@st their neutrality. 

















Leadership of the Beligiows Sector 


The flexibility which the management of very differently organised enterprises 
seeas to be showing with regaré to islagic Gemancs is @ pert of a very ol 
tradition of using of religious ideologies Sy ‘he owners. 


There was indeec a aajor time lag between the perioé when the workers in the 
spinning mills in the North were required to begin the working Gay dy rwciting 
prayers? an¢ the current era in which a sational workers class which is is 
great part Ge-Christianizec casts « sistrustful eye at those who practice 
religion an¢ have come from elsewhere to Gemané and obtain the rignt to such 
practice in the workplace. The “aodern” owners of the automobile industry of 
today Go mot have such in comggon, sSoreove;r, with the paternalistic owners of 
the textile or coal-gining industries of yesterday anc earlier. 


The fact nonetheless remains that the upsurge of me. igious consicgerations ir 
the progéuction sector can in soge way provice an opportunity, if mot to 
recreate affective comcerm on the part of the worsers with the ligitations of 
proguction, at least to Gewelop # type of tacit comtrectwal relations with 
thes saking it possible to #voic conflict and, dy means of a certain sumber of 
judicious concessions, to exten « production systes the sberrent effects of 
which, howewer, eweryone agrees .5 denouncing. Having deen adle to prowice 
religious space enables the enterprises to avoid any effect om what is for 
thes still tesic todgey, that is to sey inéustrial tise conceived of anc 
Givicgeé uw as @ function of the cictsies of production. There is so challenge 
on the part of the workers who are religious of the tise given to inéustry, to 
the benefit of Islamic tise, dvt rather an acaptetios of the latter to the 
forwr . 


As Robert Linhert describec it very wel. in the report om his experience st « 
worxbencn at Citroen,* with aseem>dly line work one can “outwit” tise. me can 
step wp the chaic is order to allow some sé¢itional subsequent free sinutes. 
Arrangements can be made between workers or can be the subject cf segotiations 
with the lower supervisory echelons comoerning these “speedups.” This #..0w8 
the pious Muslias tc gain the & or 10 einutes they seed to go to the Sosque oF 
to say their prayers on « rectangle of cardboard im the workshop itself. 


Thus esseetly line tise is sot subject ‘to challenge, enc Dy eGapting it, 
workers remaic owerell gowernec Dy .*, which unger the present coméitions 
remains the final guarantee of productivity. The search for these few extre 
sinutes of free tise thus decoses for the Mueslies « fore of “jinec,” « 
consecrution of effort, because it enables thes to satisfy dasic religiows 
obligations. Accoréing *o ovr present information, while it tas sot Seer 
proven that “he wore .s better Gone thanks to this system, .* - in amy cast 
acknowledges that it is sot suffering therefroe. This search for tige gsins, 
goreover, becomes so obsessive that 1° can sobdilise the tela of the workers’ 
energy anc thus civert thes froe the cagpeigns of claigs in which they are 
regularly aske¢ ‘to participate. Certain treége wmlonists cogplais that since 
the preyer balls were prowicec anc religious prectice has Cevelopec is the 
enterprises, Bodilization om sationa. slogans is becoming ever fore éifficult, 
since the workers often spend sost of their free tise in prayer. 
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The fumetioning of Islam in inéustry has epperentiy created little conflict, 
even thowgh saenagespent has sot comcermed itself with providing close 
leacership through certain istersediaries. While swoh « prectice was to be 
founc at Taldot seweral years ago, it appears that it ¢i¢ sot yielc good 
results, Decause the igaes unéer the control of the CSL were unable to slow 
the strike gowement in 1962 an¢ were ewen forcec, at « given moment, to 
participate in it theaselwes. It is guch sore nearly an effort to ensure « 


Generally speaking, tae workers who practice religion anc frequent the sosque 
are incivicwals uminclined to agitation, an¢ those who fast ¢uring Ramadan are 
often the focus of « certain sot entirely unselfish respect, to the extent 
taat ‘his practice shows abowe all an ascetic capacity which coul¢ profita>iy 
be pet to use is proguction. Moreover, the infrequency of conflicts éuring 
the Bolly gonmth is soticesbdle. 


The image of Islam is less positive when it comes to the lower-level 
Supervisors who Gust see to the Gally ganagement of relations with the OS and 
negotiate the allocation of tise, which can hardly proceed without sose 
friction. It is cm this sileost inédividusal lewel that « challenge to 
incustria. tige say Gevelop anéd sight seriously ¢isturt production. However, 
(ae cases reportes are rather rare, because these gatters can be resolved by 
‘me reassier@ent of jobe and arrangement to whi 

Wisidility of Islem in infustry, it Goes im fact reise some problems because 
of the Clecomtent it seems to create among son-Muslias. A French enterprise 
official complained that the other religions represented at 

given the religious facilities accorded the Muslias. But se iemediately added 
that Be Clic sot uncgerstanc why the lesigraents have 6 weeks’ paid vracetion 
insteec of 4 like eweryome «lse, either, an¢ be sentioned that their bonuses 
oe Cle@issel are twice those given Prench citisens. 


it is mot the wisibllity of Islas as swoh which seems to create « prodles, tut 
rather the objective special treat@ent the iegigrants have been given, to 
whic® (mis wisidllity gay be related. This would explain why the lower-level 
Supervisors #t am enterprise often heave @ segative view of the prayer halls, 
even when their relations with the workers who practice religion may be good. 
The fact remains that on the somewhat higher levels of the hierarchy, the 
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image of Islee is very positive, ané a certain valve as a factor im socia. 
regulation is often attributes to it. 


Tee Workers an¢ Their Various Views of isias 


The practice of Islam in business anc the official recognition of its presence 
with the provision of prayer Salis are very éifferentiy assessec by the 
workers froe the various Muslia countries, whether they practice religion or 
not. The attitudes on this level lenc themselves very poorly to typology- 
There is hostility to the practice of islam in the enterprise doth afwomg those 
who practice religion an¢ those who ¢o sot, anc sometiaes for the sane 
reasons. There are also doth practicing an¢ sonmpracticing Muslias who are is 
favor of it. 


Those who Go mot practice religion owt favor the provision of preyer halls anc 
the arrangement of work tise to sccommocate certain lisitations dictatec oy 
the religiows life are generally trace unionists. In their wiew, the 
religiows requiresents shouwlé de taken into account 43 4 ¢emanc for 
recognition of a specific cultural icentity. It is « Gemand to be cealt wits 
in termes of the specific situation of the ianigrants, like the requirement for 
longer wacation tise or reguced prices om tickets for travel to the country of 
origin. This recognition cam only be ligites by the fear of eventual ¢ivisios 
among the workers as 4 whole. Their arguments stress abowe all the “umity” of 
the workers class an¢ cinigizse the specific religious an¢ national aspects, 
while their practical actions often tea¢ to sake use of thes for purposes of 
mobilization. The position bere can harciy oe distinguished in this 
commection frog that of the French trede umice leaders. 


Among the trece unionists, ome also findgs « certain number of individuals who 
practice religion an¢ whose sttituce is often orientec towarc the sore 
explicit use of Islas in the efforts to mobilise the workers. One then sees « 
juxtaposition of the two lines of argument. Some pamphlets degia with the 
usral parese froe the Loran: "In the seme of God, the all-serciful, the very 
serciful, etc.” ané end with the trecitional “Allatow Akbar,” det the text is 
between is very often written in the prevailing trade unica jargon os the 
subject, with exclusively anc extregely secular ané¢ prosaic costent. The 
mobilizing effects of the use of religious formulas in treége wmice ¢lscourse 
oes ont always sees to have Seen rery efficient, enc sometiaes creates 
aistryust. 


one often finds the same arguments among those who practice religion and those 
who 60 oot when it comes to hostility toward providing religious pres:ses. 
Soth groups think that there are gore iaportant ¢emands to be set first, anc 
taking @ positions thes is the resale of class struggle, they cevelop tre 
comeept that management is using this Gemganc, whice costs it little, to svoic 
those which are sore of a prodles. Mowing then to the resale of isles, dot® 
groups mote that ome can pray even if = meardy pri *er hall is sot avalladic. 


Many of those who prectice religion refuse to go to ‘he Sosque, preferring 4 
rectangle of caréboarc in s corser of the workshop. Others go only to hear 
the Frigay sergon. On the whole, the use of the enterprise sosque i* 
Billamcoert remains lisitec, involving litt.e gore ‘nan s fifth of the workers 
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who come frog Muslia countries. Some sote that the very fact of having to 
megotiate tige for visiting the soeque say create a relationship of dependence 
om the lower-level supervisors which say lead to favoring certain individuals, 
who would of allowed to go to prayers in exchange for services rendered. Some 
say ‘that such services could even extend to spying. Others have recourse to 
arguments of a religious sort against the practice of Islam in the enterprise. 
They sote that workers are often too dirty and “impure” to pray, and cannot 
respect the requiresent of prior ablutions, adding that there is sot enougy 
tige anc that praying Goes mot consist solely of carrying owt the *raks’st,* 


Swt requires entering into a holy state. 


It showlé be soted that it is sot always a question of individuals demanding 
strict Islagic rigor, dut also those sho put forth ideas which could be called 
secular or “sodernist,” if not srareligious, as to the interpretation of 
isles. Claiging an excellent k.sowledge of the Loran anc the “hadith,” they 
readily refer to these texts to justify interpretations whict stress the 
Spirit of religion sore than the letter. In these individuals, one sees « 
substantial integration of the values of the labor worlé which sust be 
respectes anc Gevelopec, and it is srownd these theses that their oppositioce 
to the Islagist silitants crystallizes. 


& reference to the constraints on issigrant life in an ia¢gustrial society 
enters heavily into their wery liberal interpretations of Islamic obligations. 
In their view, labor bas the walue of prayer. One of owr interlocutors, who 
fully espouses this “sodernist* position with regar¢ to Islam, quotes « 
“nacith” in which the Prophet, surprised to see a man spending almost a1! his 
tige in prayer, ioquireé adout his resources and learned that the san was 
Supportes oy Bis Srother who worked wery hard a3 a woodcutter. Critical then 
of the attitude of the plows gan, be saic that the woo¢cutter was such sore 
obedient to the cogganés of God than his orother who prayed. The sccusation 
of latiness an¢ parasitism against the so-called integrist silitants is also 
fowune wery frequently among those who put forth this type of argument. 
Sowever, Sellewers who are DSecoging secularize’ sake a great point of 
participating is the “hignm points” of Muslia life, very often fasting strictly 
Curing the sonth of Bagadan, Gespite the ligitations they point cut elsewhere 
to ligutes their other odligsticas. 


Participation in the inéustrial society in this particularly redical fors of 
factory labor bas thus hed rather profouwnt repercussions in teres of the 
emergence of secular an¢ sodernist isterpretations of Islas. If ome cannot 
Say that those who take this positions sake up the sajority of the workers 
inwolwed, the fection they Go represent seegs likely to Gewelop because of its 
capecity to adapt to the comorete coméitions of life in tamigrest societies. 
It t®us seegs that Susiness bas little to fear froe Isles is teres of « 
wetical challenge, an¢ that withowt even having to intervene extensively, it 
meet only let islam play its role as « social regulator. 
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The *reka’a”™ (the plural is *reaka*at), in the sore restrictes sense, sears 
the inclination of the upper body, hands co the cnees- This, wits 
prostration, is = part of the gestures accompanying “uslis prayer. is 
the broader sense it is a component element in thst prayer. The lengt® 
of each prayer, depending on the hour of the day, is seasured by the 
eucber of *raka’at™ involvec. 
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POLITICAL FPANCE 


EFFECT OF MUSLIM UNION WORKERS IN IuDOSTSY 
Paris ESPRIT in French Jum 85 pp 216-221 
(Article dy Toma Subai) 


(Text) Se are presenting here a portion of « study is progress based on « 
series of group and indivicwal interviews with the staffing personnel and the 
Wuslis OS (skilled workers) in the automobile industry. These interviews 
coméucted at the work sites and housing units, in both French and Arabic. 


sere 

These workers have sot succeeded in their search for an identity in the host 

country. Treated as temporary resicents, they are ligited to a sarginal life 

anc thelr specific characteristics hay 

political and trade union hiersrchics. The ecomomic crisis and technological 

changes have raised the issue of their presence in France and strengthened the 
never Deer 


sore s in the 
asseazdly lines on which they have worked for nearly 20 years, Going difficult 
proguction jobs without the hope of career a¢vancesent. the 
socernization further reduces their 
limited skills they are acknowledged to have. 
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The greater part of thes, of peasant origin and illiterate, kmow Islam only is 
teras of the popular practices, which they have had to perpetuate in housing 
centers. These are places where various comsunities are concentrated 


stage in our study, that islam as @ religious belief and practice has always 
Seen presen. in industry in various forss, seen a3 a factor in sodilization by 
soge, 2 spiritual refuge by others, or again as a revolutioeary ideology. it 
offers to each individual what he expects of it. With low wisibility prior to 
1975, Islam has never ceased to assert its presence through the specific 
religious pregises won through struggle by the Muslis workers, who have 
attegpted to adapt their practices to the requirements of technological 
production. ! 


Although these workers are ali aware of belonging to the "Umma," the community 
of Deliewers, we found different attitudes as to the Gaily experience of Islas 
in industry which, classified in three groups, we will try to describe. 














The Trade Unionists’ isla 


In the automobile plant in the Paris region in which we pursued our study 
Muslia ieaigraents are beavily represented iv all of the trede unica 
organizations, in particular the CGT (General Confederation of Labor) and the 
CPDT (French Democratic Confederation of Labor). They occupy isportant posts 
therein, «3 personne. and/or trade union representatives and sembers of thg 
enterprise committee, and some have won fame beyood the gates of the factory. 


we fount a certain cumber of COT sembers who ¢i¢ sot practice religion. They 
supported the specific demands of the Muslia workers, i.e, the provision of 
prayer balls, replacegent om the asseably line of those who go to pray, 
facilitation of the sche¢ules an¢ labor sites of isass, sac recognition of 
religiows hbolic¢ays. These ‘rece unionists who ¢o sot pursue religious 
practices were sotivated by time desire to sane of the sosques a focus for 
mobilization capable of strengthening cosm@unity comesion, aac througm it 
cultural igentity, om the ome hand, and the legitiaacy of trade union activity 
in the eres of the Muslias, om the otner. 


x 
t 
f 
8 
: 
Q 
is 
3 
. 
i 
8 
+ 


semant in & workshop with sore than 2,000 workers, the sajority ° 
Mus liss. For these trade uniumists who ¢o sot prectice their religion, Islas 


trege umionist propaganda. 


In this commection, in the plant where we pursued our study, the CGT Sas 
established a “mosque group” sade up of isags dDelonging to or syapathiziag 
with the Cor, supervised by leaders who practice their religions, is order to 
safeguar< the mosques from any “deviation.” The trade unionists volced tneir 
bitterness om noting that the workers prefer prayer to trade union seetings. 
Some fear that the Muslia workers say organize themselves a3 an sutonosous 
force. Sut this will sot happen overnight, given ‘he presence of powerful 
trede union organizations in this industry. 


The trade unionists who ¢o sot practice religion believe that they have 
satisified their obligations to Islam dy their silitant attitude as defenders 
of the specific cemands of the community. The same is cot the case with the 
nonunion meabers who ¢o sot practice religion, whose secular Semavicr say Se 
interpreted by the practicing group of Musiias ss failure to show solidarity 
with the rules of the "Umma." Sometiaes they even feel guilty of a fore of 
violation of their community ob. igstioas. 








Tae [slag of Those Who Practice Their Seligion 


im the eyes of some of these, since the prayer Gall is @ special and holy 
place remowed frog the profane world of the workshop, it canmot be used at the 
center for disseminating trade union information and aust not slide toward 
automogy with regard to the political and trade union issues. The Muslias 
wegarc the prayer area as a spiritual place reserved for religious practices. 
Sowever, 'O years after the estadlisnhment of the first enterprise sosques, 
oteers who practice religion still comtinue to say their prayers at the labor 
Sites, witmowt feeling the seed for a special religious place. They even say 
teat tme Muslias should sot segotiate with the enterprise for the 
estadlishment of sosque sites in the plant, because it is an illicit act for a 
“uslig to 43k 4 son-Muslia for permission to pray. 


it seegs that one can classify the various nationalities according to the 
Lewel of their religious practice in the following decreasing order: Africans 
from south of the Sahara, Moroccans, Tunisians and Algerians. But because of 
tee large sumbder of Moroccans employed in the autosobdile ingustry, they 
represent the gost “visidle™ group practicing religion. Prior to the 
*sta0lismm@ent of areas reserved for religion, they used their free tise to 
pray sear the asseadly lines. Depending on teas mzeaocership, they have two 
oreaacs of 10-15 @inutes each distributed during the labor Gay, and one 40- 
Sinute Oreak af soom. At certain jobs on the assembly line, 810 additional 
S.inutes can de gained if the rhytha is speeded up a little. Sut sost of the 
production workers (the sew same for the OS) are tied to the line and cannot 
leave it without affecting production, in particular those in some of the «ey 
posts where any adsence requires a replacement. 


The gajority of the Muslia workers are thus content to continue their habitual 
prect.ces a3 they pursued thes in their hose countries, while they also try as 
¥@.. &3 they can to observe the prayer requirements and to respect Ragadan. 
For the sost pert, tmey Save only very limited knowledge of the Koran and the 
“hacitnh,” and they show particular respect for and attention to the "lLiterate” 
“Musiigas, who can thus rather quickly assume a leading role. In fact, the 
provision of prayer halls allowed the institutionalization of the leadership 
of & certain sumber of igams chosen by the community to deliver sersgons and 


Leas prayer. 


in the workshop where we pursued our study, the prayer room provided several 
years ag° 13 usec by & goodly sumber of workers, particularly the older ones. 


Management "aS 150 allowed those practicing religion to use a training roos 
a¢jacest to the sosque, which enables the faithful to attend collective 


prayers and the Priday sermon in rather large numbers.’ The isas at this 
prayer Sal. is an OS who has worked om the assembly line for "5 years. Since 
1962, following a aumbder of requests from the trade union, sanagesent 
transferred his to a perswanent post enabling hia to carry out his religious 
respons. bilities. 


This .g@am degins Sis sergon at 1:45 pa, while in the prayer hall of another 
SOrasnop, the sergon Segins at 3:55 pa. Tis tige difference allows those 
practicing religion to attend the sosque they prefer to hear the serson of 
thelr choice, lasting dDetween a quarter of an hour and «a half an hour. A 
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certain number of workshop sags obtain written “khutba*® (sergsons) fros 
Islagic associations. The imam to whom we listened said that for Sis part 
prepares his sersons by compiling suras from the Koran and the “haditn” of the 
Prophet. In his speeches we sotec tne following themes: the hope of tne 
afterlife, a description of the Musli= paradise, the value of lator, cogsun. ty 
cohesion, solidarity, good works and the role of the “zakat™ (legal 4ias--one 
of the five pillars of Islas). The stress was placed above all on patience 
anc courage to owercome daily difficulties while awaiting a better world. 


sermons are not however the unanimous preference of the Musligs practicing 
in his workshop. Some prefer to visit the religious areas of 
workshops where ‘the sergons are clearly sore politically oriented anc 


The Islamist Militants 


At the present stage of this study, we cannot as yet assess the dreadtn of 
this faction precisely. However, the fears expressed by the representatives 
of varlews groups, whether or sot they are trade union seabders or practice 
their religion, confirm that the religious revival and certain disappointaents 
with the trade unions have sade a portion of the lagigrants gore sensitive ‘eo 
the arguments of the Islamist silitants. 


One of thes tolé us of his religious conéuct since joining the enterprise. 
"arriving in France in 1960 a3 & packer in the autogsobdile industry, -* 
practiced ay religion first of ali on the basis of sy experience in ‘ne 
village, without strict oOservance of the requirements, for lack of 4 deeper 
knowledge of Islas. i prayec where I was, once or twice a day, isolating 
syself as dest I could. At the center, everyone did the same at that ‘ise. 
In 1968, I experienced a revelation. Muslias came to see Be and they 
explained to se the meaning of the “pillars of Islas” anc the requirements of 
strict practice. They aske¢d for anc got an allocation of scsque space at ‘he 
center where I lived, and they even covered tne cost of furnishing it. Then 
they invited us there to pray. + saic to asyself these are real Mus.ias! 
Since then I have trusted thea, fol lowed thes and listened to thea. I Save 
reviewed ay knowledge of religious practice, learned Aredic, and when ‘they 
asked we to join their association, | agreed. My determination to respect ‘ne 
five orayers and to serve as an example to sy colleagues at work Sas given ae 
quite a bit of trouble with the nierarchy. In the end, [| undertook an 
individual 3-day strike, and thanks to the support of a French trade union 
menber, I was able to pray without deing disturbed. Around adout 1975, when 
the demands of those practicing religion Decase sassive, we collected 
signatures for a petition for the provision of a sosque at the factory, and we 
won. Finally, thanks to sy édetersination, I was transferred to an easier joo 
which allowed se to be free for an hour and a half on Friday afternoon so that 
I can go and listen to the serson of ay choice. I have Secose 4 "nad j* 
(pilgria), and I have wade the trip to Mecea six tises.” 


The *conversion” of this worker to ailitancy i> tae typice. result of the 
activities of the sovements close to ‘he Muslis Brothers in leadership of the 


7? 








i@eigrants. One of their sesbders, whos we set in an ig@igrant center, 
explainec their procedure to us. They go frog center to center in sultiethnic 
groups om campaigns lasting several days to talk with Musligs and lead thes 
toward the “true practices." According to this silitant, "there are Musiis 
Srothers gore or less everywhere today, and it is thanks to our sincerity and 
our dedication that we nave achieved such success, for we apply what we say. 
Se all work to return the comsunity to the right path. se have our sethods 
for attracting Musligs into our ranks. Our guides recommend that we never try 
im any way to igpose om people. Patience is seeded. They suggest to us that 
we estaDlisn friendly relations, pay visits to Muslims, anc if they .ive with 
tmeir families, offer them gifts and invite thes to our hogwes. And when we 
see “hat they are Seginning to listen to us, we invite thes to coge to prayer 
with ut in our sosques. When an ladividual becoses truly sotivated, we 
Suggest that Se go with us to seet new adherents. I am satisfied with ay 
actions, Decause [ Selieve that God created us for his adoration.” 


The Islamist sgilitants criticize the trade unions for their iack of 
COmDSti¥Vity, arguing that it is necessary to be courageous anc show solidarity 
anc have faith in order to struggle efficiently. Soge of thea, in order to 
separate themselves Setter from the trade unionis.s, pretend to be Shiites and 
prociaiz that Islam should reject secular political debate and ara itsel! with 
faith in order better to serve the Muslis cause. Although such groups sees 
currentiy to de guch in the sinority in the industrial context, the 
possibility that the iamigrants sight be won Sack by an autonomous Islas is a 
source of worry to the trade unions, and to a lesser extent, tc the 


supervisory staff. 
Relations Setween Musligs and Non-Musli s 


Due to the distribution of nationalities dy vocational categories, these 
relations 2zre superimposed in practice on the relations dDetweuen workers and 
Sanagesent personnel. It is from this point of view that we will discuss thes 
nere 


Im some plants, sanagement saw it as necessary, DSeginaing in ‘S75, to 
encourage celigious practices, understending that the legitigacy derived fros 
tme Muslia religion represented ar igportant force. In soge cases, 
comsclousness-raising courses concerning [slam and the Arad-Muslis culture 
were organizec. Management also agreed to provide Bosque space in sany 
places, and to facilitate the work shedules of the OS who had decose isass. 
Its desire was in fact to create intersgediaries between Sanagesent anc the 
Nuslis community, and the imams seemed to provide the best links for doing 30. 


With thet as « Dasis, the trade unions and BSanagesent proceeded to vie for 
comtrol of the religious sector. Apart fror this *“policy® of control, 
comecelvec anc organized by higher sanagement, there are the Gaily relations 
Detween the cadres, supervisory personnel who are not Muslias, and the Muslis 
workers. The latter have 4 view of Islam which does not reflect the sane 
serenity a3 the concepts formulated by the thinkers in sanagement. The views 
of these "field" supervisors, who are in Gaily comtact with the Muslias, 
reveal 4 certain seasure of respect in some cases, and definite irritation in 
others. 








Some regard [Islam a5 4 civilization, jus 4s Judac-Christianity i= & 
civilization, sccording it 4 cogsunity spiritual valve which emphasizes “oe 
spirit of soiicarity. In their eyes, the sajority of those “ho pract.ce 
religion are honest workers, Dut there is 4 Ginority using religious practices 
to escape assemgdly line work. They call the latter false delievers, anc 
believe that their behavior does nara to the image of Islas. They woule .iae 
to be consoled by the idyllic comcept ‘ney cave uf the precticing Musliia ss & 
gGocile worker. 


Others are content to hope that the Musiis practice of the workers in 
enterprises will comtinue to cause 45 Little fisturtence a5 tossSiDle, anc “Sey 
therefore try to represent themselves a3 plural) sts respectful of differences. 
Sut while they avoid saking 4 ‘alvue judgment acd all of thes express concern 
for the welfare of their OS, they cannot help Sut see the Mus.is religion as 
too ligiting, and they delieve ‘nat practicing Musligs smould adapt to the 
conditions and the realities in the Sost country. 


And finally others, in particular shop foregen, “mo are girectiy in contac® 
with practicing Muslias, have <ifficulty in getting their teags to work anc 
are constantly required to sake srrangements enabling the practicing Mus..ss 
to go to prayer, while saintaining production on the assemDly ine. 


FOCTNCTES 
1. See preceding article by Jacques Sarcu. 


2. an immigrant leader is chosen dy ‘he union on ‘he asi5 of these criteria: 
ne gust be respected and courageous anc sust Spee French and, i: 

possible, be able to read and write. Sut at the same “ime, responsibil. ty 

is given iamigrents “fo sfhow 4 talent for sobdilization or hare charisma... 


personalities. 


3. At ome Priday prayer session, we estimatec ‘ne number of the faitnh’ul at 
about 150. Others were turned away for lack of space. 
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POLITICAL PRANCE 


POLITICAL EFFECT OF MJSLIM LABOR PRESENCE 

Paris ESPRIT in French Jun 85 pp 222-231 

(article by Catherine Wintol Ge Wengen: “Is 2 Political Force Smerging?*) 
(Text) Muslis Immigrant Conflicts in Business 


The ig@gigrants, who still in gany respects lack legitigacy in the French 
political space, are nonetheless an integra] component of our society. This 
phenomenon, which has become algost irrewersible, upsets the classic rules of 
tme politica. game anc the cultural and ideological consensus which underlies 
it. The igmigrant population, as it Civwersifies (there are ever fewer workers 
anc “oreigners, in the strict sense, within it), gust regefine its place in 
French society ~hile sisultaneously contributing to the Gevelopment of the 
aireacy somewhat erogec underlying myths of the national community, in order 
to be accepted. 


This is a difficult task, for as it has settled perganently in France, the 
imgigrant population has substantially plurealizec its forms of expression in 
cme cities, without however being willing to pay the price of inclusion in the 
political community, that is to say adoption of the Gominant cultural sode! 
anc tne relegation of the religious beliefs dictating its mode of living to 
the reais of priwate life. The religious factor, which, as experienced, 
Cistinguishes the current ig@igrant population fros all of the waves which 
prececec it, is one of the stumbling blocks. In France, Isles was not 
exteriorizec in the gsigrant environsent until such tise es the iseigrants 
became persuacec that they were going to remain. Previously, the Muslias 
experiencec islas in a sheepish way which had nothing (or little) to do with 
the French social, culturs] or political space. 


Tne Musiie i@e@igrant conflicts in incustry gay perhaps in this regard 
represent @ prige area for the clash between an aging component mace up of 
-Beigraents ceriving * e legitigacy for their existence anc expression in 
France frog their lasor anc the factory, an¢ the esergence of Islas as «@ 
factor in sobilizetion, which comes up against the French political sodel, 
although islam has been wery little expressed Guring the conflicts. 








The Political Positice 


1. Tris is, if appears, am original form of “tramsitice to politics,” falling 
both within the ol¢ order ané¢ within the new forms of the foreign presence in 
France. The comflicts of the Muslia ieasigrants in Susiness, anc sore 
specifically in the sutogodile industry, retain froe the ol¢ order the Labor 
aspect (although the sajority of tne first generations ieeigrents io France 
from the Maghret, 2: is the case Sere, are mot the progéec* “f the workers 
class). Despite the Gecline seen in certain sectors, iagigrants still sccount 
for sore than $ percent of all the wage earners in France. Of the lamigren* 
workers, 84% percent are laborers (34 percent of thes being OS (skililec 
workers), according to the 1952 census, as compares to “0 percent in the 1975 
census, ané 27 percent OG [semiprofeasional workers) in ‘952, as compares ‘to 
26 percent in 1975). This is « somewhat older labor force, wow in the process 
of aging (63 percent of the immigrant manpower is concentrated in tme <>->* 
age category, ss comperec to 75 percent of the total French anc fore.:gs 
manpower), anc is a work force #t grips with the problems of receployment anc 
owerenployment in sectors with particular wisidility in the tredcitiona. 
aythology of worser egploypent (‘25 percent of the isgigrent wage carvers worse 
in the autosodile industry). 


The conflicts in inéustry in which the immigrants are protagonists either 
initiating or participating ic thes) also retains fros the ol¢é order the 
parenthetical status of the iamigrent icgentity. fithougn tne recent striaes 
at Talbdot-Poissy anc Citroen showec the public that the woraers class in 
France is now largely sixzec, many of the struggles cic not appear to be 
‘apigrant struggles, dSecause Soth French anc ieelgrent workers were 
interginglec therein. The Gemwancs cesire for dignity, oppcsition to the Of 
living conditions. jod security), sopetipes interpreted as an assertion of 
wenbership in the workers class, are gore typice: of the OS situation than any 
gpecific immigrant status with the exception perhaps of annual vacations... 


What appesars tc be new, on the otner hanc, is the atypical nature of the 
cvunflicts as comp.red to others in which the 'meigrents playe¢c @ ga)ority 
role: “sewage” struggles with regarc to Cai-y Life (against expulsion fros 
their housing anc against the clancestine stetus), sectorial cagpelens 
(strikes by the occupants of housing centers, subway workers anc street 
sweepers), struggles characteritec oy the “politicization of nonpolitica. 
aspects,” linkec to « great extent wits the internalization of the politica. 
neutrality requiresent igposec on foreigners, anc struggles of protest anc 
challenge in which any reference to “se religious aspect #@5 .aceing, anc 
which ¢i¢ mot inwolwe the areas of Gemanc charecteristically usec by French 
citisens--the trece wumloe anc .abor sectors. 


ere the worker status seems to owerrice that of the foreigner, although this 
is mot to say owe can reduce the conflicts in the auto@obdile industry to class 
conflicts. Because of their breadth, they have expandec Seyous the Sergina. 
eres to which the first conflicts were ligitec, anc in teres of scope, they 
Gevelopec as wore than enterprise conflicts, to the extent that the laegilgrents 
seen to neve gainec some autonomy in Bobi izatica, partially escaping from ‘he 
control of their countries of origin in teras of political perticipation, anc 











mo longer relying wholly os the trede wmions for the hendling of treir affairs 
anc the wolcing of their interests. 


The reference to Islas in industry, ewen if it Goes mot create comflict and is 
mot sentioned on the list of demanégs put forth is the course of struggies, 
seegs to suggest a dbroacger Gisensios thar that of the labor sector recently 
affectec Dy the autogotive cisputes. hile at the present stage in our study, 
we reject the integrist wersion of these conflicts, saic to de “sanipulatesc 
froe abroad,” which the gowerneert spokessen put forth in '953, the very fac: 
that the struggles cewelopec as no longer exclusively class conflicts’ sor 
sectorial conflicts involving foreign workers has to Go with the issue of the 
political regulation of the iasigrant presence in France. Thus the esergence 
of islam in inéustry,. the traditional area for worker expression, which is sot 
howewer limited to it, has disturbded the political interplay is France. 


2. Thes the appearance of islas is inéustry, perhaps iess, sorecver, a3 4 
systolic or instrumental factor in sobdilization than as the expression of «s 
mew form of the tegigrent presence in French society, is a8 s result situatec 
in the political fielé. It would be well them to anmaiyse the sethods of 
transition to politics illustrat’é dy these sew forss of issigrest 
modilitation. Are they political? 4re they serely within political reach? 
Bow Go they fit into the development. or rather the range of the itasigrants’ 
gsethocs, of political expression (since they Go sot follow a costinuvous 
progression in their process of politicization)? How Go they sodify the 
political space of the iesgigrents is France an¢ French political space? 


This question about the political aspect of the social practices ocdenrvedc in 
enterprise comflicts also leaés to 4 question adout how the igsigrants in 
inégustry structure their political action as a fumction of a Sody of thought 
in which religicos plays « role. 


For a long tise, the political attitudes of t i@eaigrents were analyzec 
without any reference to the Musliis reiigion. Does the ‘idea, quite 
wicespreac, that the conflicts inwolving the lesigrants in the autosobile 
inégustry were is part devond the control of the trade unions anc enterprise 
management suggest that the Muslia igeeigrants have setho¢s of politica: 
representation anéd ways of Gesling leacing to their own forges of challenge, 
anc resietent to tae estabdlisheent of political anc social order in the host 
country? Or. on the contrary, showlé this be seen as a tale full of fantasies 
which are nothing Sut sttaecks on the iegigrants, with the popular secularizec 
Islam of the MaghreD, ebowe a1] in an igm@igrant situation, veing nothing Sut « 
kiné of “quiet force,” the “easy-going Islaw™ practiced by the older workers, 
worm owt Oy ieeigretion, who seek to odtein religious pregises anc, through 4 
return tc preyer,. to retreset into « community which tenés to recreate «4 
fesily. clan ané willage stecsphere in a universe of anonymity, exclucing the 
outer social sector and the attacks which cerive froe it. 


More broadly. can ome assume that islag is today, for the inpigrents, « set 
of entering into politics, anc thet secause of their quasi-definitive 
settlement. we are seeing the negotiation of « new forse of relations defining 
be walvuer with which the Muslis iesigrest cogmgumities will enter into the 
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3. Iseues leading to the question as to Sow religious practices of a 
collective ¢igsension ané political in scope gay de incorporates in the sew 
foras of releatices with the secular state. Goth in dusiness anc in the state 
apparatus, the strategies of evasion an¢ autonomy pertaining *» the 
subordinate social groups ané incgivicwals is their “transition to politics® 
are not infinite, either in space or in tise.) This is even sore true since 
the symbolic trump which control of iamigration represents “or 4 sation-state 
is crisis leaés it to try to show the public wery speecily thet if this 
commection it retains control of the Gefinition of its politica: space. The 
Islas “transplantec™ into our secularizes techmical an¢ industrial society, 
which bas freed itself froe « certain secret aspect is order to ex.s) a5 Suc, 
challenges the state secularity which has Seen regarded a5 progress anc Sas 
inwoclwe¢ giving the religious, political an¢ social reales « juric¢ica. anc 
political form. Seligiows wisidility is « Binérance, sbowe all when religioa, 
culture an¢ politics are ¢ifferentiatec. There is here, for the French state, 
e culture] production to be reworaec, e mew comsensus to be Gefinec with the 
emergence of the cally tenigrent Isles, o8 am apprenticeship for “living 
together." This is ome of the future truaps for owr sation-state, even if 
Islam is being secularisec in the Lamigrest situst.on. 


Swillec lamigrant Wormer Conflicts at Heneu.t 


These questions were taken up in the flel¢ om the basis of & Gowble approecn, 
political amé anthropological, to the conflicts iewolving iasigrest OS which 
nave Gevelopec since '98' at the Renault plants is Billescourt. With this 
study helf-completes, it is sot yet possibile to qrecent Gefinitive results, 
but only to propose sowe guicelines for reflection. 


Fifty or so interviews in Gepth were bel¢c with sanagesent personnel,” the 
staff of Departe@ent 74 (management, supervisory staff and workshop foremes) at 
lle Seguis. sesbers of trecge umions anc impigraent Leaders who playec 4 sotab.e 
pert in the conflicts. These interviews were preceded Sy Gocumentation wore 
with the “social environsent™ cell of the DCPRS (Central Fersomme! anc Socia! 
Relations Office for the Bensult Factories) (files, internal reports). 


The choice of Department 74 at tne Billancowrt plant was Sesec om its position 
as a nerve center with regarc to the conflicts imwolwing .seigrest os. 
Because of its nearness to the heacquarters, representing @m iaportent 
manpower sass for the central trede union representatives active there, and 
the mythical aspect of Ile Seguin, anc sore broadly, Sillancourt itself, “tne 
ieesicraents’ fa tory” serves as & gauge of the heat of coeflict (*whes 
Billamcourt sneezes, France catches colc"). Separtsent 74, which inc.uces « 
number of workshops (leather work, sechanics, painting, fisishiag anc 
¢elivery) was chosen because of its heavy Lasigrant component (66 percent, 
with a gajority from the Maghred, owt of « total recently reduced from 4,000 
to 2,600 individuals), decause of its combetivity, Sots latent anc evicent 
(conflict is regaeréec as perganent there), Seceuse of its history preceding 
that of other sectors in Islamic practice (the first prayer ball was provicec 
in Departe@ent 74 in 1977), ant Seceuse of ites coebdinmstice of ol¢ ant new 
sxthoés of proéuction aa¢ labor orgenization (sose OS “backed iato® the 
exterprise in 1974, >eing transerrec from sachiae or irdividual ‘obs tc finde 


83 











thegselves “chalced” to the assembly line on the “Island of the Dewill"; semi- 
avtomogous workshops were established for the sealing process in !'979; anc 
conversions to robots is rather well slong for the paistiag process, and is 


reising the question of owerstaffing and conversion). 


The peloting workshop, where we sade a sore cetallec study, represents « 
strategic site here, one oftes choses dy the trace union leacgers when “they 
want to go something spectacular,” for this sector is crucial to proéuction 
’oO wemicles lLeawe Departeent 74 ewery Gey) anc hes often been at the source 
of comflicts dgeweloping in the other workshops or Geparteents. The painters 
are ‘the Gost copbetive workers, in particular those working with sprey gums 
.100 owt of $00 peisters). They are a «iad of “state within a state” 
comstituting @ Sloc with great solicarity which is relatively cohesive in the 
event of cosflict (their work riythe is different fros that of the others, 
with ome half-hour work cession ewery bowr anc a half). There is @ certain 
professionslisse ic that sector ("Ome cannot substitute just anyone for « 
paister*). Is the peiat shop, the “P2° is a traditional demand, the trade 
union representatives (of the COT in particular’) are wery active, an¢ a sense 
of pelomging to a body develops. Finally, the combdetive sature of the 
painters is set forth here, doth is the arguments of the cadres and those of 
the trede umicas, as the explanstion for the increasing use of robots is this 
sector. 


'. @et is meant oy lLamigrant conflicts at Benault? 


a) The gefinitios of coeflict ia itself is rather flexible. Conaflict is 
reacily isterpretec, dy the various interlocutors, «3 4s cogpoment elesent in 
the Gynmagics of the enterprise, <separteent or workshop. There are conflicts 
every Gay, coe strize after another, anc ome is always in conflict, just about 
to be or just having been. In view of this accepting attitude toward conflict 
against this dDeckgroundé of central and constant segotiations, it sosetises 
seems difficult to establish whether one is in conflict or between conflicts, 
Decause: 


--There are ¢ifferent criteria for asserting that coeflict exists. A work 
stoppage is mo’ secessarily the criterion, sor is the sature of the deganc or 
whether it is negotiable or mot. Even when there is a consensus as to the 
existence of conflict, estedlishing its beginning or end say sosetises de 
costrovwersial; anc 


--There are coeflicts which are discussed an¢é those which are sot. At 
Renault, the berceeter for the social ateosphere in French industry and the 
@ythical sodel of excellent cvuordination with the organizations representing 
the persoanel, this is e political gsatter. Sose conflicts in “the leading 
theater is France,” as Pierre Dreyfus put it, are settled through the 
intersed¢iary of the sinisterial cabinet (war of commumiques), and it is often 
the wecisa aené the external politicel situation which detergine whether «4 
conflict exists, depending on whether the interests of the various perties 
Sanagesent, unions, press, governgent) are served by ciscussion of the 
coeflict or sot. Politics and the sedia are two factors in the cefinition of 
compflict ané the wey is which it is perceived outside the sector which are not 


negligible. 














More generally, a Gefimition ins estadlishec by the owners and the wions, 4 
interlocutors, os the basis of the extent of the cosflict. They <cistiaguiss 
between gajor conflicts, reported dy the sedia, an¢ sgall omes, which occur in 
everyday life. Sut this approach is in itself only approziagate, Secause 
Gefinitiona, the scope, the duration and the intensity of conflicts are 
modulated by the picture of Benault ome wants to present to the outsice wor .c. 
If a strike is knows to exist, it is the reputation of the “house which is 
Gealt a Slow, and those who Geciége to ammounce that conflict exists or sot «re 
“ften convinced that telling the truth Goes sot pey. 


>) It is amother satter to establish what is seant by iaaigrant conflicts. 
Can ome speak of specificity? Seginning in 1981, the press has focused 
attestion on conflicts is the autosctive industry, using the phrases “anotner 
May 1968 in the factories,” and “a test for the governsest,” inflating tre 
specific igamigrant aspect and presenting these struggles a5 4&4 Sew gemeretion 
of conflicts which, as compared to the earlier sectorial struggles, «re 
accogpanies by 2 sore general oriented direct’ » against the owners, 
with specific aspirations (*dignity®”). 


Is there specificity ia the fores of sobilization? In the sedia, there has 
been talk of comspicuous, atypical struggles, sore in the nature of 4 resection 
than assertion, indeed of savage, wilawful, splinteres ané viclent conflicts 
éuring the spring of 1982 involving unions overrun by the igsigranst >es- 
(Plians, 1962), dut sot depending solely on thes, in the general context of » 
reéuction is the teadency toward conflict? ‘= the enterprises. Others ser 
éiffverences in the Gevelopeent of the sigratory structure, Selleving “™"" ve 
are Gealing with new iesgigrants, sore combative in inclination anc gore 
involved than was the case in the pest in the life of the enterprise, 
resulting in the upsurge of a Dase which was present Dut silent heret ofore, 
anc which serely looke¢ om when the plants were occupied. 


Is there specificity because iasgigrants are involved? This other thesis, 
which defines issigrant conflicts as those in which the gajority of the 
workers invwolwe¢ are immigrants, relies on the contrary om 4&2 sogewhat catec 
view of the waves of iemigrants, delieved to have come for strictly eccmomic 
reasons, to be uninaclined towar4 integration and oriented toward their 
countries of origin. Emphasis is place¢ on the sagic of the spoken 4s 
compared to the written word for this often illiterate population, on its 
excessive vulnerability to possible racis# om the part cf the “Dosses,” co th 
factors involving individual developwgent (persomal sense of injustice) rather 
than collective demands (‘wages anc classificatiouw), om the fatalisn, pass vity 
anc relative ease of influencing the ltasigrants when gsodilizing ‘hen is 
certain degree of abdsenteeisa is noted by the supervisors before « clash 
develops, as if the workers desire to avoid it or escape possidie pressure 
froe work coeredes), on the sore lisited attachsent to and integration in tn 
enterprise when foreigners are involved, on the fact that their purpose in 
cogging was to earn soney, so that they are thus iess concernec s5out 
qualitative iagprovements (labor tise and conditions), and finally, om the fact 
that the iasigrents can “holé out” longer to extend a comfiict, because ‘hey 
do not always have to support «a fasily iocally, and are characterizec 5} 
greater solicarity among thease!ves than the French workers. 
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is there specificity Decause the egplopees involved are OS? Those who support 
Sis isterpretation stress a iad of specificity exacerbated Dy the 
ecoeleretion of Gepriwation related to the intensification of the timekeeping 
systes, an weocertais future, lack of career opportunities, very lisited 
training proepects (resulting is the gesire for dignity and recogmitice of the 
knowledge anc capability of the OS), so that for lack of vocational 
ecvancegent, the iamigrents cegand somey. To the general probdleas of the O5, 
the igaigraents also ae¢¢ soge special cemsands (fifth week of paid vacation 
linked with the bolidays, ai¢ is returniag to and reintegration is their 
societies, housing provided dy the enterprise). 


Finally an¢ gost important, specificity has Seen represented as linkec with 
the emergence of Islam in SOusiness, a sort of “social comfusion” characterized 
by trade umiom-religious leadership phenomena. Beligion is aystified, it is 
the pretext, amc an effort is gade (by the government or the press) to suggest 
a foreign plot whereby the trade umion, owners and public authorities would be 
excluded or would sot have cogplete control. This is the official version 
provided by the prise sinister’? and the sinister of labor’’ for the 
— characterizing the iggigrast conflicts in January and February 
1983. 


Is their specificity in the stakes involved and the sethods of settlement? 
Some see it is the “tools for resolving conflicts” the iesigrants favor: 
training, return to the boselan¢d, Sousing (#2 sonmegotiabdle desanc where 
Susisess is comcerseé, Sut one often put forth by the iasigransts) or the 
“lLovention” of mew segotiation structures (such as the strike committee which 
was a partmer in the negotiations during the April 1962 comflicts in Flins). 
In the view of others, this specificity would lie in the sharing of roles (the 
ieuigrants Go mot sake specific ¢degands unless there is 4 uwilon which endorses 
these segancs). 


But the specific aspect is sot found in the comflicts alome. Specific desands 
may be formulated when there is so comflict, and the enterprise gay grent the 
igsigrants specific benefits when there is so comflict. The sosques are 
perhaps the Sest exagple of this, for the practice of Islag is favored dy 
inégustry, which sees therein a seans of pacification, and to an even greater 
extent, a factor which can regulate workshop operation (sore regular hours for 
prayer is an appropriate place, avoidance of iabor accidents, unexpected 
interruptions or the ridicule of nson-Muslias, and th- presumption that “those 
sosque guys are pretty straight"). The unions, sosetises after internal 
¢iscussion, have for their part deen willing to take religious dGegands (prayer 
halls, slowdows during Rasadan) isto saccount, in the sase «i respect for 
freecos of thought. 


2. Are there political conflicts? 


After looking into the nature of these conflicts (are they different fros 
those is wiuich French citizens are in the sajor ty or for which they are 
essentially the inspiretico., in the comditions of their esergence, sethods of 
Sevelopment or settlegment?), ome can examine the strategies and their sethods 


of ircorgoretion in e political dynamic. 
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a) The strategies sees *o ce of rather sodest Sreact® anc to be ‘oe 5 act 
a kind of comsensus on « freeze involving sanagesent, caices anc (a5 .4re 
so that satters will regain the same, thus saking of conflict 4 conservative 
element is the developsent of industrial inamovation (one sees _ittie 
costeaplaticon of working condit.ions, the qualitative and sonmgonetary sspec*™s, 
or eves coeflicts linked with the esploysent probdies or changes is ‘5 
autosodile industry in commection with the tagsigraent conflicts). 


Pragestiss dominates, doth on the sanmagesent and union sides, in the wethod of 
handling these conflicts, Sut there is always reference to the puececing 
coeflicts in the way they are settled. The feeling that ome “proceeds S.ow oF 
blow is these conflicts,” as a function of local resiities, aac tmat « 
coaflict “is bors, lives ans dies” such that it is therefore secessary “ 

avoid its birth, and then to let it live without letting it go Sec, dominates. 


Tae local sature of conflicts. For several years, sSajor collective 
scodilizations have seen followed Sy sisor cosflicts, corresponding to greater 
tactical efficiency, although the expressive capecity of comflicts has yielded 
to their instrumental ¢isensions (all that is seeded to Salt an assem>iy Line 
is ope work bench, a nandful of sen) and to the gesire of the cadres ‘to avolc 
the “oil spill’ phenmosence (“the sore often things can Se settled localiy, tse 
better”). 


The strategy of little stepe--"otner seans of payment.” A consensus sharec » 
sanagement and the strikers om the satisfaction of lamediate cemants, firect. 


expresses in teres of somey, can Se seen. The trade wuions Selieve ‘hat “we 


know we cannot delay on the soney. When it comes to segotiation, os.) \ 
language of soney counts. Then we stonewall.” The threstenec sect : tc 
obtain the highest pay possible, committed tc sass trace uiicaist whicon sens 


froe the outside to be oriented sDove all toward struggle. from the po.s' 
view of the cad¢dres, an effort is sade to “divide to conquer” by egreeing ° 
“other seans of paysent* through an sccusulation of Sonuses which cos 4 
challenge the classification schegule. The truck Domus estadiis rec OF 
msanagesent during the clash with the painters in Departeent 7s in Janvery of 
1983 serves as an example. It is DdDasically @ question of having exchange 
currency at the end of negotiations (recourse to law: court orcers for 
affidavits dy process servers can vr used as a DSlackmail factor, serving ‘5.5 
purpose), within a context in which the saneuvering roos is ligitec¢c anc th 


rules of the game are <mown in advance. 


db) The decisive turning point seeags to have Seen around 1975, rather thas ‘75° 
(the year of heavy recruiting anc transition to the 2 « &), for 1955 sic. 
garks the end of the rapi¢ turnover in iasigrant workers (after the suspensions 
of the sigratory flow which began in '975), -he freezing of these workers in 
the sase jobds, the increase in this population until 977 in the automotive 
industry (for as of this date, the crisis had sot as yet touched this sector), 
greater attention on the part of the trade union sovement to the specif: 
probdless of issmigrants, anc finally an increase in awareness agong *5es¢ 
workers that their settlement in Srance would de pergwanent. The year 75° 
serked the beginning of an explosion of conflicts which went deyons the 


business context ané browght « rather cal@ period om the social level '¥/>- 
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1980) to an ead. These conflicts, which were political, appesarec 23 such 
right away dSecause of their scope. is commection with the changes they 
represented in the isgsgigrants’ foras of political expression (the enterprises 
are agong the few places they can legitigately express theaselves , thelr 
isciusion as 4 political trusp isn the French political debate (the soisy 
penetration of integrist Islas in the conflicts in the autogotive iadustry 
aroused keen concern in the pudlic, which envisiomed « comspiracy plotted 
acroec), as well as the questions these comflicts raised a5 to the » satus of 
the imgmigraents (including the fact ‘hat they are precticing Muslias and of «4 
relatively older age) in French society.’ 


Thus the political sature of the conflicts involving the Musliia itasigrents is 
ingustry sees to Se of «a mature other than that which was very wide.y 
presented to the public. It is hardly from the istegrist approach very 
Limited is its influence, it apoears, in itasigrent circles, in particular is 
Billanmcourt) that Isles has arrived on "+ political scene. Wor ‘s it during 
the conflicts that it DdDecage political, DSeceause Islas ins the enterprises 
stands aside froe conflict. It is, om the contrary and paredoxzically, in its 
Cally, peaceful dimension, umrelated to comflict, tmat it maxes itself felt in 
the workshops an¢d raises the isswe right there as ‘to the role of the 
immigrants in society and in the French and secular sation state. 


At Bemault in Billamcourt, Islas is not a demand factor “leading to conflict” 
(which does sot however sean that it cannot de used a3 & sobdilizing factor). 
lt serves sore searly a5 & regulatory element. respectful of the law of the 
owners a25¢ seccepted as such by thes. Sut ome sdould sot envision here «4 sew 
version of encouragement dy the owners of religious prectice like that in the 
19th century, for here samagement (like the trade unions) does sot have total 
control of the religious factor. Islas in the enterprises is one of the paths 
for the advance of the issigrants toward politics “at the Sottos,”* to the 
extent that it isposes an acceptance of the political space of the iaaigrants 
in Prence on the Prench political space. 
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Moroccans (5,547), Algerians (1,619), Tumistans (839), Spaniards (536), 
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Italians (576), sac Tugoslavs (497). The foreign employees work s50ve 
all im the establishments in Sillanmcourt and Flins (adowt 7,000 in each), 
are older, om the average, than the French employees (Algerians anc 
Spaniards, 43; Moroccans and Tumisians, 42; Portuguese, ower 40) anc 
wave work dome on average sDout the same length of time as the French 
employees ‘3.7 years). 


The DCPRS [Central Persomme!l and Social Selations Office for the Senault 
Pactories). 


In the last elections for representatives of the persommel, Seld om |” 

January 1985, the CGT gained in seats Sut lost in votes: 77 percent of 
the votes, as compared to 65 percent in 1964, or 39 COT personme!l repre- 
sentatives as compared to six from the CFDT (French Democratic Confecere- 
tion of Labor) for Departaent 74. 


See Floriane Benoit, “The Springtime of Dignity,” Eéitions Sociales, 
Paris, 1962. 


Om the dGecline in the level of comflict in industry, see DOSSIESS 
STATISTIQUES DU TRAVAIL ET OE L*EMPLOI, Sos 3 and 4, Jume 1964, Studies 
and Statistics Departawent, Ministry of Social Affairs, and also the 1954 
Report of the ILO [International Labor Organization). 


See LE MONDE, |! Fetruary “963. Om the subject of tne conflicts at 
Renault, Pierre Mauroy stated om 27 January that the lamigrent workers 
"are being educated Dy religious smd politica. growps which adopt 
positions om the basis of criteria having little to do with the socia! 
realities in France.” 


Ibid. Jean Aurouwx said: “There is obviously a religious anc integrist 
factor in the conflicts we have experience¢, which gives them an aspec* 
which is sot exclusively *rede wmiocnist. That having Seen saic, we are 
sitwated in « secular state, and we go indeed intend that things smou.c 
regain this wey. I would oppose the institutionmalization of any 
religion whatscewer within the workplace. I am opposed to religion is 
business enterprise just as | am opposed to politics there.” 


See Catherine de Wenden, *The Iamigrents, a Political Pactor,* LES TEMPS 
MODERNES, Special Isswe om Immigration frog the Maghred, March/April /May 
1984, and "Making Good Political Use of the [amigrants,* PROJET, January 
1965. 
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COMMENTARY ON INDUSTRIAL STUDIES 
Paris ESPRIT in French Jum & pp 232-236 
(article: ‘Islamic Time and Industrial Tise*®) 


(Text) Alain Lamcelot: First of all, it clearly appears that the phenomenon 
we are discussing today did not Segis in 1962-83, dut should “e placed ins 
longer historic sequence, an understanding of wiich Bight oe very 
enlightening. Whether it is a question of housing, workers’ centers or the 
enterprises, historical analysis represents an indispensable prelisinary. 


Secondly, the phenogeron we are studying today provides an opportunity to 
evaluate the interplay of the sajorities and the minorities, a2 always is 
politics. In the view of Catherine ¢de Wenden, the phenomenon ¢oes sot have 
sainly to do vith Muslia integrisa. Sut other writers have, om ‘the contrary, 
stressed the role the ginorities (related to the Muslia Srothers), whose 
strategy cannot be ignored, say play bere or there. It would de well to keep 
in wird both of these aspects of the prodles, each of which contains its 
truth. 


My last comsent has to do with cultural cross-dreediug. The Islas of the 
immigrants falls within a wery distinctive cultural environment. [t comes up 
against the workers culture, the industrial cu ture and the French culture. 
And even when the Islagic desend is very forceful, it will de necessary to 
deal with the surroundizg culture, to find a certain point of Salance Setween 
the assertion or safeguarding of an identity and sixture with a very Limiting 
foreign culture. We have very clearly seen this in discussing the attitudes 
toward work, industrial tige and the consecration of labor. This cross- 
vreeding cammot fail to have repercussions on the political attitudes of the 
imeigrants in France, and gowdtless in their countries of origin. 


Jacqueline Costa-Lascouz: The data which are Seginning .o Se gathered on 
[slag in industry, the Islam of the “Dasement sosques,” requires contesplation 
frog vwerious viewpoints. Seligion in the workshops and the HLM (low-cost 
housing) units, with the diversity of its cultural and political aspects, is 4 
far cry from the Islas of the distinguished Islagologists, and assuredly sore 





® These are oral statements sade subsequent to the preceding three articles. 
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complex than silitant Islas. Shen one odserves what is Yeppening .5 te 
autosobile industry, a dasic question comes to the fore: is isiaz in “he 
labor sector intrinsically a facter in sodilization, or is ‘* rather a form of 
expression, a different language with which to support the decants wric™ oF 
@ singular resemDlance to those of the other workers? 


There is so approach possible to this first level without questioning the 
meaning of the emergence of the religious aspect in the Sdusinesa worid. 
Sesearch has provided the factors for interpretation, which the society in the 
residential sector, the trade umions and the owners groups Dave sot in ail 
cases wanted to consider. For example, .slagm is represented 45 ‘the reconquest 
of autonogy and dignity Sy certain iasigrant cogsgunities. [It cannot de 
comceived without considering the wealth of community practices wherein the 
cultural and theological aspects are cultural vehicles and vectors of 
identity. Islas, decause of its sysbdolic and holy sature, Legitiaizes 
Leaigration for work purposes, which is regarded as 4 jinad. A return ‘to the 
law, to values one dares assert and affirs, so that the residential society 
will recognize thea as such, is occurring. Through Islas, exile anc sigration 
for work purposes are legitiaized and lead to demands. Gut is it solely the 
desire for a certain dignity and opportunity for community practice, or is :t, 
going beyond that, a religious sovement with a renewal of spiritual anc 
theological life to the point of creating separate institutions? Would the 
trade umions and political parties then find thesaselves overwhe.sec Dy 4 
religious sovesent which would s0t end with political anc vocational, indeed 
corporatist, discourse? 


This second level of analysis leads to a third question, concerning the use of 
religious demands. is Islam a seans of eliminating ‘he ¢isturdances within 
the enterprises and allowing sew leaders to egwerge’ A very interest: 
phenomenon has deen descrided, Daving to do with the designation of imags, 
with the agreement of certain trade unions, and their role a5 intergediaries, 
intercessors and spokesmen. Sut where does the role of partmer or ‘rade union 
militant begin? Will the use of religious desgands extend as far 45 
integration in the production order, saintaining the division of industrial 
time and the industrial hierarchies? Let us recall the stategent oy Jacques 
BSarou: “Islagic tise adapts to production tise." Beyond the negotiations 
with the trade wmiicon leaders to odtaia support for certain strikes, ‘there is 4 
certain respect for industrial organization which Islam facilitates dy 
adapting to the schedules and hierarchies of Susiness. An isgportant factor in 
the "recovery® of workers demands Dy Islas is the use of the value assignec 
labor, the first duty of the Muslis. Thus through religious desands, “sodel” 
workers are developed, who respect asseadly line rhytnas Secause “work is 
sacred.” 


Does Islam fit within the workers’ sesory as it has developec in the 
industrialized countries of Europe? Some see therein, on the contrary, 4% <ind 
of “betrayal” appearing as segotiation with the owners, what nas Seen tereec 
the “purchasing of Islas." Or is Islas DSecoming another partner, in another 
workers’ history, which would explain the paradoxical attitude of the trade 
unions, the COT [General Confed--ation of Labor) in particular, which nave 4 
tradition of long struggle against the power of the church, Sut which Save sox 
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estaDlished a “sosque collective’? The tendency toward the “Islamic Dic” to 
sponsor leaders can omly surprise anc sometimes create comflict, Oecause “Sere 
has even deen talk of “Islagic revisioniss.” 

At this level of questioning the use of Islas, involving Goudle or tr.p.e 
languages, which sorecve™ was 4150 the case in ‘he luropean workers sovemen-, 
it is necessary to clarify the juxtaposition of the debates. is it 4 question 
of sitwation=: tactics or rather the seeting of a sew interpenetration >%y 
Islas and « certain type of workers’ desands? 


A fourth level of amalysis emerges, involving the devclopgwent of islam in 
cusiness. Without a cGowdt we are seeing a development in Islas, correlatec 
with an already visidle sistrust dy the workers, of the trace unions, mics 
are perhaps somewhat overegphasizing the role of segotiation with religion. 
Conversely, the precticing Muslias’ fear of a perversion of ‘slag, througnm its 
politicization and “trade unionization,” is visicle. There say Se 4 sew 
integrisa bere outsige the enterprises, which are regardec as an iapure site. 
Will Islase gain a place in industry which the other religions have lost? #i.. 
business allow the eg@ergence of a secular islam, itm its own Leaders, mle 
will reforsulate certain dogmas as a function of the socloecomogic reality so 
the industrial worl¢d? It is resgarkabdle shat 211 of the factions in [slam are 
currently to be found in industry, and that it Sas DSecoge a “inc of 
apprenticeship area for a new culture, the crucidle in which sew forgs of 
cogagunity life, other «kinds of solitarity and conflicts, are developing. 


The range of possibilities is Sroad, Sut what then will the repercussions on 
Islam in the countries of origin be? Would there Se there an extension anc 
strengthening of the “um@a islasyya,” or subversion and schism in « complex 
Decomwe too vast and too heterogeneous? Conversely, won't an assertion of a 
cultural and religious identity give rise to rejection and opposition within 
the residential society? There is a redefinition Sotn of the Links sit ‘she 
countries of origin and those with the country of residence, in particular 
involving the sor-Muslia workers in enterprises. who are daily witnessing 
practices increasingly taken up dy the worers ‘rom the Maghred. Evidence of 
irritation on *he part of the supervisors or certain enterprise cacres is 
beginning to be seen. Forms of rejection or lack of wderstanding are .ixe.y 
to arise when this cultural and religious renewal Secoses evident. OF the one 
hand, ¢ivisions involving individuals or groups can De seen, while on the 
other, there is behavioral adaptation with a “sanipulation of codes” which is 
entirely regarkabdle, from the point of view of a jurist. Ome can get out of 
bed an integrist, de a CGT silitant at '0 ag and a sovel worker at '!. Gut 
the historic digension sust sot be overlooked. This ability to adapt ‘o cf 
fores of enterprise life (while at the sage tise seeking *o saintain one’s 
origins and to respect one’s culture, or what one delieves to Se Sis culture) 
develops in individuals who, 25 or 30 years ago, cage frog rural environsents 
in which superstition sometiges prevailed over revealed religion, or wherein 
one di. not always know exactly how sany prayers were required or what ‘he 
Lit egy teant. 


Jean Lecsa: Would it sot be desirabdbie to envision « comparison with what we 


wave classical.v known «3 the workers sovement in a colomial situation? < as 
thinking above «ll of Algeria and Tunisia. There are in fact & certain sumer 
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of points in comgon. First of all & strugs-e of the sodern classes in 
industry is involved. It is a strugg-e involving wages and working ~“omeéiti 
being pursued by peop.¢ “mo are sot alike. and who do act Selong to the sage 
national collective. 


In Algeria, the Muslis Algerian owners in sodern Ous.icesse9 “were & 228.. 
minority in cogparison to the Algerian sorsers. The class struggle developed 
between the French owners amd Algerian workers. There were sisilar aspects in 
Tunisia. Another polsat of convergence: individuals who sre sot “Musiiss 
monopolize the political systes. Sut song wits this there is « series of 
Lfferences, including that pertaining to territoriality aac tae nistoric 
4ifference, since things Save changed consicersd.y in nearly SO years. Thus 
there would ge 3 path to follow, invo.ving «a comgparison of the trace vulocn 
govesents in a colonial situation anc the activities of the worters io the 
enterprises in France at the present ‘se. 


Remy Leveau: Just ome oOservation. ‘the conflicts in the MagnreS cevelcpec 
above all in the sajor public services, since the trede unions is Moroccse 
established their roots in the raliroac sys*es, 45 well as the sunicipe-. 
administrations and the postal service. This “a5 4 Beans of opposiag the 
solonial state, of joining im the sationalist sovement, am¢ sot opposition to 
tne Buropean owners. [It appears that there were Sewer strises apc less trece 
ynion action in the textile industry, 4 ratner .aportant private sector, than 
in the phosphate industry anc the sajor public services. 


ADdelxader Iignal: Throughout © am struck oy She prayer Semants in industry. 
In the whole Sistory of the trade union sovegent in ‘He Maghre>, “here was © 
such desand. There have Seen deaancs for sosques in °F siversities, ou! 


this is still rere in enterpr'ses. 


Felice Dassetto: I am wondering first of all if isiam in Susiness anhst (Fe 
wnderstood a5 & phase in the Bligratory process of the Muslia populations, ‘he 
shase of stabilization and settlement, wheter it oe .n Prance, Sel4iua or 
sther countries of Surope. This seans two things: it “equires negotiation on 
the part of the institutions ‘Dusinesses, ‘race unions which sanage peopie, 
and this involves a redefinition of ‘ir presence on the part of the 
populations themselves. -. Selieve ‘nat 5-5 effort *.> reinterpret Labor in 
teras of Islam is the sign cf a settlegent io ‘oe worker’s status, sheress 4 
to the present the isaigrant worter “a5 5 trensition to this situstion. Sou 
ne lt cifies with this status and reinterprets .* io ‘eres of sis own valves, 
just as the rural Christian supulations of Ltaly sevelopec 4 ¢iscourse anc «4 
Christi interpretation of lador at 4 certain t.a¢, Secsuse \t “ae Secessery 
to adapt to thls ree..ty- 


Seconés cosgent: rom the point of view of [slam in Susiness, isn’t shat <e 
are noting a new development of iaportance ‘o Tslas. in otter words the fect 
that it sust ceforth see ~O .tS werticulation wits ‘oe “1435 society? . sm 
not speaking of the theological islas, smich 13 persaps lagging. Sut of the 
oractical Islam which is e#staSlisming ve.at.oms todwy with the ciass 


societies, ao longer seg@zen*ary, snc redefining itself om the Des.5 of its 
role in WwSisess. 














To this can be acGe¢ a more specifi: comment. in fect. this instrumental use 
of religion is nothing new. The Ministry of taploysent anc Lavor in Selgiur 
wade its first Ducget allocation for cultwrel agents im '953. In thet 
amstance, it was 42 question of Catholic chaplains asket to geal with Italias 
anc Spanish img igrants. 


Towa Subdhi: The Muslin members of tne CGT would be greatly pleased if the 
Muslig workers sere to develop & levor mowement of their own. They say: “We 
are in the CGT for lack of am alternative. If there were « trege wnioce to 
represent the specifically islamic issues, it would be « goo¢ thing.” 


Francoise Gasparé: <= would li«e first of all ts Say & wors sdowt the way ic 
which the government has spoker aDowt the recent ocosflicts. The surprising 
statement dy Pierre Mauroy at the time of the conflict ir Poissy om the 
humcling of the strike will be rememDeres. I wonGeret sbowt the origia of 
this statement, anc | even met with the secretary of state end the ~rige 
Sinister to ask them how they hac Seen able to summarize « conflict whict sec 
@ whole Gifferent ¢imension in this way. It seems thet this both hes to é« 
with the gajority *radition of the French socialist sovesest, whict is 
profoun¢iy secular, anc is part of « red¢icel rejectiog of tme religious 
pheno@enon, particularily within dDusiness, which is the prieery site of th. 
class struggle, an¢ mot @ space in which one car wage Dattles comcerning 
religious @atters. “Moreover, I hawe the feeling that the trede enlons 
experiencec sucht panic curing is striae that they wert tc cosplsaia tr the 
Sinistries that they couwl¢ mo longer comtrol « strike Being Benipuiats< = *- 
integrists, anc this resultec in the etmospmere of paerencia whict ‘o) lowed esc 
the regrettable statements, which nonetheless hewe gome Gowr i> the nistory of 
the French socialist an¢ workers, movement. 


But I would like to asm «2 more specific question stwut this prectic-«e of Isler 
im Susiness, anc the specificity which Orings Islam inte the workers 
comflicts. Dont you think that this specificity im the \@R.gren: sove@en: ic 
tne Susinesses in which Islam is inrolwed togay is linwet with the fect thet 
these immigrants are sot only thet. sot only Toreigeers, tut slso is@igrests 
frog the lanc, members of the first generstion to penetrete the industria. 
worlc? Sy the same token. hevern’t the Gemands of « religiows asetere tamer or 
this Sreact’ because ingustry is the >r.Bgery p.2ce where te worwers «ere 
imcorporetes, Secause it is there thet they are smtegretes. Seine less so ir 
the wurden environment? After all, c#m ome sot see « correlation betwee th. 
emergence of Gemancs regaerting religious practices within the entern-. ses. 
Setween the Gemanc for mosques there, anc the shift of the leeigrents ‘roe 
their own centers to the HLM complezes? In the lemigrent cester there was « 
coBSunity Bnc af Opportunity to fins « place for prerer throught eas! i» 
resolvec negotiations. On the other banc. aes soon as the ies igrest worzers 
Sovec into the urban environment thanks to the reintegration of femilies, i+ 
WSs Bore Gifficult to provide space enc erees for prarer. Paul Plceré ic 
Nanterc-la-Jolie, ant I myself in Drewx, heve experiences 41fficelties ‘- 
Timéing spece. I encounteret tremendous ¢ifficulties when financ its wee 
iacKing for the Sullcing of a mosque, for suring lend. 


Une last question. iem*t the speci’ic setwure of the igsgigrest workers” 
Sovesen*® in SOwsiness Linkec with the fact that these workers represent "he 











.™ 
Saul Plcerd: Os that I also thins thet the regicelisets 


ser.wes from a «int of frws*retion regaercing istegreticon anc 
life. tf the immigrests" cesters faevroret it, the SL) est cther iarge 


i= the GLE oc other resigential compleses. Slagers ave poistet st Tie. in tt 
ecterocise, the immigrant cam eapress Oleself as « ‘sl! ieti vidual. 


Jacques Sarcw: m this setter of ¢ lies Oe sere to see Seteres 
sifficelties imvolwe¢ is religiogs prectice is tie tousiag sector 
searct for sect opportemities is Sesisess, | woult smewer test 
~eletios. There ere « certelc sumber of requests ‘* tee €LF for t 
~ertais collective cesigential premises for religiow: purposes. Peralie: ws 
~~» estetlisheest of orayer sells is te Yecteries, ve Seve see tm! 
establismment of = cumber of senqees it tte towns, often in tte Sere cece of 
shops ownet Oy Mesilas, emt sometiges it ses Swill tings. Tee Geeent for 
religious space it emterprises is act « resslt of tte fect ttet geaple cammet 
"Set oreoper pleces for prayer is Geily i\fe. Ge the cemtrery, . Se) Beer et 
effort to see thet religiows premises ere estedlisset seer t*eir teees fer 
themeel cen, alomg wit® Eoremic scteools fer their lites Ow te other tee. 
Recs woreers in the eeteo@ectile inSestry stl.. live ic lepigrest cesters acc 
ec make ape of the religious premises grovidet tere. i to thee oto err 
[Tougmt tmeir families to Fremce, :* often waggena tet Utey comlinwe to visit 
1 sceper Sells Le the centers tere tne Tormer.ys lieet. | SQelieee teat tt 
Sements pertaining tO religioes prectices is ‘te enmterncises s®oult Se 
mc ledet witmie tae comples of Sements cterecteristic of the sitesticon of the 
RRL grett worwers it tte Setomem. ie LaSaest oy - 


j 
; 
AS 


‘—toet—-~ tee Seen Geecribet as «© secter Tavreriag istegretica of 
jenigrests. Is thie so certeic’ TS ieeigresse ere ** tae gajerity eoreits 
‘> eeeenbley-~lise Sote whic® ere Goowet to Cisepggeer +* the eat wit® te 
iareressing intirodection of cuects. “as Ueey ate @ore it tte grotese of teins 
exc letet then (otegretet. fet whet if these “rel igious® sesents reflect a7 
ewerecess of this eectlasion, emt ace Gecomiag ‘22 iGeolegice. eapcestlor °°” 
this mereiesl fringe of tfe weorwers ©.e89 reoreser te! Dy tt lemigtectts it ite 
eetemobile imtestew? ‘Tee iemigrecte tere se lLilesicne soo this. et tee, 
enow that while the trege emices west to sefent si: of the woreers ol t tot 
excectlom. this Geese oot weet teat tte, wlll opgcese toe Sogern i. satica of 
entecor »es Tepsltice (7 elig@isstion of aaee@>.9-.ise 62. 


S-emcelse Gesseré: it Drews, we oSoervet & rere ssecific careecicgy. The 
estetlismeect of tee firet orerer tell if & center wer follewet t tae 
asta») isemect of scerer talis it Poles, amt fliss, ant toe » ~paet «8° Bet 


——_— 


7 Sent sot ~erest Gr Preacoise Gesgert ieciter"s cote). 











Se the city or te te GLH office for the ested ieteect of s seoseue. It wes 
1m (fe e=tergrise ehict gere legit i@ecr to thle ~eowrst 
~ tan toem, coe ehict wet sewer Seer focmeleted peer cus sy. 
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